WHOEVER BELIEVES THIS … is this.

In the following passage from an apocraphyl text, Christ reiterates what we all know to be true:  If you believe little, if your faith is little, you will be down and out, and you will lower your standards.  You will aspire to little, and you will be unable to avail yourself of all the good things we have been blessed with.  Not in terms of material benefits, of course, but in terms of spiritual valuation.

Jesus said, AWhoever believes that all is lacking, is himself completely lacking.@
(1;pg 15)

For he who has no hope, all hope has been lost.  However, God has shown us a way...

Ecclesiastes 9:4&5   But for him who is joined to all the living there is hope, for a living dog is better than a dead lion.  For the living know that they will die; but the dead know nothing, and they have no more reward.  (40B;pg 1092) 
Psalm 39:7   And now, Lord what do I wait for?  My hope is in you.  Deliver me from all my transgressions; do not make me the reproach of the foolish. (40B;pg 917)
Acts 24:5  I have hope in God, which they themselves also accept, that there will be a resurrection of the dead, both of the just and the unjust.  (21B;pg 2006)
1 Thessalonians 2:19&20    For what is our hope, or joy, or crown of rejoicing?  Is it not even you in the presence of our Lord Jesus Christ at His coming?  For you are our glory and joy.

(21B;pg 2167)

No hope?  That must be music to Satan’s unholy ears.  What he wants from you, and peddles like a cure-all elixir is in fact… despair and futility … a package deal for the unbeliever.  Believers also suffer from this malady, but the difference is their hope.  Satan cannot provide hope, but God has accomplished this through an act of mercy on the cross through His son Jesus Christ. 

We are truly lacking without Christ.    We must live in Him, for He alone is life.

Without grace we are spiritually lacking … or in the embrace of sin.  It is better to be a living dog (full of life and in the spirit) than to be a proud lion dead in sin.  The living know they will die; but they will ultimately live a new and immortal life in glory.  Death to the spirit is permanent and full of the absence of God.  That is hell. 

Peter was down many times, but not out.  The reason being:  he believed, and that shred of faith more than compensated for his frail flesh, the broken vessel that he was.   
Maranatha!

