Those Times are These Times

Matthew 24:2-14

 2.  And Jesus said unto them, “See ye not all these things? verily I say unto you, There shall not be left here one stone upon another, that shall not be thrown down.”

 3.  And as he sat upon the Mount of Olives, the disciples came unto him privately, saying, “Tell us, when shall these things be? and what shall be the sign of thy coming, and of the end of the world?”
 4.  And Jesus answered and said unto them, “Take heed that no man deceive you.

 5.  For many shall come in my name, saying, I am Christ; and shall deceive many.

 6.  And ye shall hear of wars and rumours of wars: see that ye be not troubled: for all these things must come to pass, but the end is not yet.

 7.  For nation shall rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom: and there shall be famines, and pestilences, and earthquakes, in diverse places.

 8.  All these are the beginning of sorrows.

 9.  Then shall they deliver you up to be afflicted, and shall kill you: and ye shall be hated of all nations for my name's sake.

 10.  And then shall many be offended, and shall betray one another, and shall hate one another.

 11.  And many false prophets shall rise, and shall deceive many.

 12.  And because iniquity shall abound, the love of many shall wax cold.

 13.  But he that shall endure unto the end, the same shall be saved.

14.  And this gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in all the world for a witness unto all nations; and then shall the end come.”  (2CD; KJV)

While it is also suggested that this refers to the fall of Jerusalem in A.D. 70, at the hands of Rome “the beast” it also is prophetic of the Revelation of John written toward the end of the first century (about A.D. 90).

Let’s discuss some of the signs in Christ’s discussion on the Mount of Olives with His disciples, and see what we can identify in our current age:

a.) Many shall come in My name saying, “I am Christ.”

b.) You shall hear of wars and rumors of wars.

c.) Nation shall rise against nation.

d.) There will be famines, pestilences and earthquakes.

e.) They shall deliver you up, and kill you; you will be hated for My name’s sake.

f.) Many shall be offended, shall betray one another; shall hate one another.

g.) Many false prophets shall rise and deceive many.

h.) Iniquity shall abound; the love of many will become cold.

i.) The Gospel will be preached to all nations, and literally everyone will have heard of Christ’s name.

If we look at our contemporary time and culture (globally speaking) in these terms, then we can begin to see why we need to be prepared in Christ.

Note that in God’s time there is no past, present or future.  Time, as far as we know, is a human invention.  For God it is all [His] present.  The resurrection of Christ began the “present age” or the “church age.”  We are in that age, and it is but a whisper in the winds of time … so we need to be aware that all is going forward according to plan: proceeding as outlined by God, in His time.  Because of this compressed time frame, the end could come at any time.  Thus the analogy of it coming “like a thief in the night.”  It comes in this fashion personally in our death or collectively in the rapture at “the beginning of the end.”

Daniel 12: 1-4

 1.  And at that time shall Michael stand up, the great prince which standeth for the children of thy people: and there shall be a time of trouble, such as never was since there was a nation even to that same time: and at that time thy people shall be delivered, every one that shall be found written in the book.

 2.  And many of them that sleep in the dust of the earth shall awake, some to everlasting life, and some to shame and everlasting contempt.

 3.  And they that be wise shall shine as the brightness of the firmament; and they that turn many to righteousness as the stars for ever and ever.

4.  But thou, O Daniel, shut up the words, and seal the book, even to the time of the end: many shall run to and fro, and knowledge shall be increased.  (2CD; KJV)

I believe that that this verse describes our mobility (moving to and fro) and the advancements in technology, especially with regard to the computer age (and knowledge shall be increased).  This present age is an era when knowledge has increased exponentially: another sign that this is the time or age that was prophesied.  All of this was seen by Daniel in about 600 B.C. in Babylon (current day Iraq).

This is the awesome thing about God’s Word:  it speaks to all persons in all places at all times.  Anything less would call into question the definition of a perfect God.    This what Revelation 5:9-14 says about our Savior …

9.  And they sung a new song, saying, “Thou art worthy to take the book, and to open the seals thereof: for thou wast slain, and hast redeemed us to God by thy blood out of every kindred, and tongue, and people, and nation;

10.  And hast made us unto our God kings and priests: and we shall reign on the earth.”

11.  And I beheld, and I heard the voice of many angels round about the throne and the beasts and the elders: and the number of them was ten thousand times ten thousand, and thousands of thousands;

12.  Saying with a loud voice, “Worthy is the Lamb that was slain to receive power, and riches, and wisdom, and strength, honour, and glory, and blessing.”
13.  And every creature which is in heaven, and on the earth, and under the earth, and such as are in the sea, and all that are in them, heard I saying, “Blessing, and honour, and glory, and power, be unto him that sitteth upon the throne, and unto the Lamb for ever and ever.”

14.  And the four beasts said, “Amen.” And the four and twenty elders fell down and worshipped him that liveth for ever and ever.  (2CD; KJV)
Can you see the absolute sweetness of the inspiration of God in the Holy Scripture, even with the vast numbers of authors, scribes, traditions and translators, both inside and outside the canon?

Our work here is to serve, glorify and praise God in the person of Jesus Christ.  All else is secondary.  I challenge you to name one solitary thing that will serve you in eternity that is of this world?  You can’t buy happiness, love or immortality.  

So who will you serve?  For me and mine, we will serve God, the great I Am!

Study:  How many things (concepts, processes, machines, activities, events) can you think of that have come about since the end of WWII that would indicate that we are experiencing what Daniel communicated in his prophecy? 

Development and personal use of the computer

Discovery of the Nag Hammadi Library manuscripts 

Discovery of the Dead Sea Scrolls at Qumran

Discovery of the potential of a Bible code in the Torah  using computer programming

The Internet

The compact disc

Supersonic travel

Space exploration

