Most important: God is it!

Mark 12:29  “This is the most important,” Jesus answered:  ‘Listen, Israel! The Lord our God, the Lord is One.’”  (eSword c. 2005, Holman translation)
Christ then goes on to deliver the message many are familiar with, which is that we should love God and love our neighbor.  In those are contained the commandments and the words of the prophets.

I think we often glide right through verse 29 and begin at verse 30, which is more or less known territory.  The reason for this approach is that this preface is not well explained.  It should be addressed, however, because it sets the tone for His proclamation.  Jesus directed his response, without hesitation, to the Jews because they would be aware of this passage from their morning and evening prayers from the Misna (oral law).  This was His act of establishing legitimacy and authority for the following verses we are better acquainted with.  This is a common approach that Christ uses to pre-empt what he says with Godly authority.  Doing this raises the bar theologically, and dismisses assumptions that He is acting on His own volition (but does set Him up to be accused of heresy).  This particular method is sound and intentional, the real target being the “cult of the Law,” which was more pronounced than a personal relationship with God.  Jesus knew exactly what message it would send and who would hear it first:  He was claiming to be God, and the Sanhedrin would be quickly apprised of His activities as a zealot.  When the Priests wanted action they contacted Pilate, as was the law under Roman occupation.

Note that even Muslims would not have a problem with this proclamation on the surface. Yet what is contained in it is truly a revelation:  The Lord is One, and He is three in One … the triune Godhead.  From this concept the Nicene Creed would emerge.  This concept is as much Old Testament as it is New.  Read Genesis and you will find that God is not singular in nature.  John Chapter1 tells us the same thing.  Praise God! 

1.) Aside from demonstrating His knowledge of the Torah, what is Jesus saying?

2.) How did Jesus trap the scribes and Pharisees, theologically?  Hint: use of parables.

3.) Read Mark 12:10 (The stone the builders rejected has become the cornerstone); and how does this relate to Mark 12:29 above?

4.) Why did Jesus “set Himself up” with the Sanhedrin?

5.) Is the Great I AM your one and only God?  What other gods seek your worship?  

