Missionary Man

There are a number of directives we receive in Scripture about the Great Commission, call it evangelizing or missions.  Evangelizing usually means it’s done stateside and missions means somewhere else, in the past … on foreign soil.  There is much of both required right where we live and work. Travel is not required. 

Like the song title by the Eurythmics (that had rather unflattering connotations if listened to closely) I have struggled over the years with what “missions” means and what it does not. 

Christ says to go do it, dust off your sandals and move on if rejected, the rich young man could not give up his lifestyle, and the disciples followed Christ without question (more or less). 

One common thread that you will see in Christ’s approach is that he makes a strong case, and allows the recipient to choose.  Granted, there were times when the individual was so thoroughly moved that he, or she, simply caved in … could do nothing else.  But that is rare, I think, and probably due to Christ’s nature of peering directly into an individual’s soul.  The cause for Christ is indeed compelling because people, to this day, continue to die for Him.

However, conversion has not always been a matter of choice; the religious authorities have often viewed the native peoples as too ignorant to be able to choose for themselves … thus it was often foisted upon them “for their own good.”  In today’s reality the Christian faith does not do as much of that because the global community is pretty well informed, and there is a desire that, more often, pulls the process into one camp or another. A “push” is not required.  Yet, that does not dissuade the sellers of religious snake oil from peddling their wares.  These are the false prophets, and they are as often cult leaders.  TV evangelists can also fall into this category partly as a result of confusing financial well being with godliness.   

Whether we want to admit it or not, Islam is not the only faith that has used the sword, in addition to other unpleasant means, to motivate converts in the past.  The difference is that Islam appears to be continuing the practice in the present day, while Christianity works to offer an alternative.  I would be remiss if I did not say that we, as believers, are offering the only real alternative.  Time will tell.  

So what is said about our Great Commission, and those who may receive it?  Notice that I did not say anything about accepting it.  That remains a personal choice: a seed planted.

Q26   “… wisdom is being proven right by her children.”

Q27   “Let the dead bury their dead. Your duty is to go and spread the news of the realm of God.”

Q28   “Although the crop is abundant, there are few workers to harvest it … I am sending you out like lambs among wolves”

Q29   “Don’t acquire gold, silver or copper.  Carry no purse, no knapsack, no sandals.”
Q30   “If a person who loves peace lives there, they will accept your blessing.  If not, your words will come back to you.”

Q31   “If you enter a town and they do not welcome you, go out into the streets and say, ‘We wipe off the very dust of your town that clings to our feet, and leave it with you.  Yet be sure of this: the realm of God is very near.’  I tell you, on that day Sodom and Gomorrah will be better off than that town.  Anyone who listens to you, listens to me.”

(14pgs 60-65, The Lost Gospel of Q)

1.) What do you know about the Q Gospel?  Did you know that it is considered to be the common source for Matthew & Luke?

2.) How do these passages differ from what you (or we) have been told about spreading the Gospel?  What about past practices?

3.) Is the Gospel a sales job or is it something else?  What is evangelizing, really?

4.) Can you force an individual to accept something that is not in his heart?

5.) What does Q29 indicate about the rewards of spreading the Gospel?  What are those rewards?

