Reassurance for a marriage

Luke 12:49  "I came to bring fire on the earth, and how I wish it were already set ablaze!
Luke 12:50  But I have a baptism to be baptized with, and how it consumes Me until it is finished!
Luke 12:51  Do you think that I came here to give peace to the earth? No, I tell you, but rather division!
Luke 12:52  From now on, five in one household will be divided: three against two, and two against three.
Luke 12:53  They will be divided, father against son, son against father, mother against daughter, daughter against mother, mother-in-law against her daughter-in-law, and daughter-in-law against mother-in-law."
This passage was the first that came to mind when I considered the devistation that family can have on a relationship … and yet, it can also be conversely supportive and nurturing.  Christ came to save us, and in that process, if we accept His embrace, we are forever separated from those who would not believe.  This is also an analogy for the separation from the world that is experienced when we make a decision for Christ.  I do not believe that we are to do this in all cases literally, however, as a result of our spiritual growth we may be rejected by those we love or may simply grow away from them.    

Does this mean that we are to desert those who are against us?  No, I do not believe so.  In fact it is important that we remain solid in our faith walk and pray for a Christ-like approach to people, places and situations.  This means not judging, but forgiving … as seemingly impossible as that can be.

Carrying our cross may mean carrying it right into the places that convict our hearts the most, not carrying it into seclusion.  We are to forgive and to be the model of Christ for those to whom we minister.  That is often the family that hurts us the most. 

We are not to suffer needlessly or for its own sake, but for Christ.  

Ultimately, for our families and gatherings to flourish, Christ must be at the center of them.  But, in the end, it’s not what happens to us, but to whom we turn that is most critical.  Do you turn to Christ in both the bad and the good times?  It’s easy to become complacent while there is no threat.  Do not be lulled into unnecessary vulnerability … Satan will also use that against us if we are not vigilent.

Joshua 24:15  But if it doesn't please you to worship the LORD, choose for yourselves today the one you will worship: the gods your fathers worshiped beyond the Euphrates River, or the gods of the Amorites in whose land you are living. As for me and my family, we will worship the LORD." 

There is but one choice we can make, either for or against God through Jesus Christ.  For yourself and for your family you will either worship the Lord, or not.  The same cannot be said for others.  You cannot make that choice for another no matter how strongly you might wish to.  Seeds are planted and the Spirit cultivates … but it is all predicated on personal choice.  None of us can choose for any but self, with the exception of those who have not yet reached the age of moral capacity. 

Do not worship because you have to, but because you want to.  Marriage is the same.  Forget about the legalities and remember the desire.  

Ephesians 6:10  Finally, be strengthened by the Lord and by His vast strength. 

Ephesians 6:11  Put on the full armor of God so that you can stand against the tactics of the Devil. 

Ephesians 6:12  For our battle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the world powers of this darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavens. 

Satan will exercise his influence specifically when there is an opportunity to place obstacles in the path of a believer.  Those obstacles can be whatever the accuser sees as most opportunistic in derailing the believer in his or her faith walk.  The closer your walk with God through Christ, the more attention you will attract.  Have you noticed that?  If you are undecided you are no threat to Satan; it is only when you walk away that he is bent on the pursuit of your soul.  And yet, he can only enter your heart if you allow it … if you leave the door open … even a crack.  Satan often uses the people, places and situations most famliar to us to disarm us.  He uses those most dear to us to convince us to do things we would do for no other.  Satan exists if we allow him to take the rightful place of Christ.  Man does not live by bread alone, but by every Word that proceeds from the mouth of God (see Matthew 4:4).

Remember God’s Word above all others.  Pray and read and listen for His direction.  His will shall be accomplished with or without you … why not go along for the ride?

Psalm 68:6  God provides homes for those who are deserted. He leads out the prisoners to prosperity, but the rebellious live in a scorched land. 

If you rebel and serve your own needs you will live in a scorched land.  Divorce is one of those scorched places.  A family of unbelievers needs a believer in their midst much more than a church needs another saint.

Psalm 46:10  "Stop your fighting [be still]--and know that I am God, exalted among the nations, exalted on the earth." 

Pray and listen to His perfect response to your needs.  It will be a soothing balm.  Read the Bible; it is, without any doubt, the best self-help book out there.
Mark 9:47  And if your eye causes your downfall, gouge it out. It is better for you to enter the kingdom of God with one eye than to have two eyes and be thrown into hell,
Mark 9:48  where Their worm does not die, and the fire is not quenched.
Mark 9:49  For everyone will be salted with fire.
Mark 9:50  Salt is good, but if the salt should lose its flavor, how can you make it salty? Have salt among yourselves and be at peace with one another."

If you have a relationship that is abusive, or the culmination of absolute incompatability, it is possible that there may not be a relationship to salvage.  If you have lost your “saltiness” it is best to look to the support of a community of believers for that flavor which you have lost.  I would never recommend divorce, especially after what I have personally seen … and knowing that most would not be so fortunate.  God’s plan is not for us to know, and we can choose to circumvent His best for us. Or, it is possible that our choices may take us on a very wide detour. Some are given a partner early, some late and some never.  Before we become locked in what can best be described as our  “hormonal trance,” it is best to pray for His will.  That should at least provide some rational focus for us (an irrational being in a seemingly irrational world).  Ultimately we are to find peace, and therefore acceptance, on this plain in our God.  That was the plan until we became slaves of choice for self.  Maybe that is too harsh, but evil thrives in our choices, as does God.  Do not continue to do the things that cause pain and heartache.  Engage in the healing realtionship with God through His son Jesus the Christ.    

Romans 5:1  Therefore, since we have been declared righteous by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Romans 5:2  Also through Him, we have obtained access by faith into this grace in which we stand, and we rejoice in the hope of the glory of God. 

Romans 5:3  And not only that, but we also rejoice in our afflictions, because we know that affliction produces endurance, 

Romans 5:4  endurance produces proven character, and proven character produces hope. 

Romans 5:5  This hope does not disappoint, because God's love has been poured out in our hearts through the Holy Spirit who was given to us. 

I don’t know about enjoying our afflications.  I am no Paul, and prefer to avoid pain.  But I also know that the experiences we endure add to our strength and character.  The more tools in our shed, so to speak, the better.  I do not believe that there is any real preparation for marriage or other grow-while-you-practice life challenges.  As well, there are no legit self-help manuals like God’s own:  The Bible.  There is nothing left unattended and nothing left to chance … only choice. Scripture is a wise place to start all important endeavors.  I used to think that unwise, until I realized that, in retrospect, we need rational views from the highest authority … an authority unencumbered by the worldly distortion of the facts.  God has no one to prove anything to, and no one to please.  His Word will be in our best interest.  Our hopes are well-founded in Him

Ephesians 6:10  Finally, be strengthened by the Lord and by His vast strength. 

Ephesians 6:11  Put on the full armor of God so that you can stand against the tactics of the Devil. 

Ephesians 6:12  For our battle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the world powers of this darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavens. 

Ephesians 6:13  This is why you must take up the full armor of God, so that you may be able to resist in the evil day, and having prepared everything, to take your stand. 

Ephesians 6:14  Stand, therefore, with truth like a belt around your waist, righteousness like armor on your chest, 

Ephesians 6:15  and your feet sandaled with readiness for the gospel of peace. 

Ephesians 6:16  In every situation take the shield of faith, and with it you will be able to extinguish the flaming arrows of the evil one. 

Ephesians 6:17  Take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is God's word. 

God will give us all that we need to protect us from harm.  Ephesians, evidenced to be written by Paul, outlines our complete suit of holy body armor. It is both real, and an analogy for the weapons we must possess to be defended against the enemy: our accuser, Satan.  He is the legal arm of the prosecution.  Paul says it is so in 6:16, and He seemed to be able to hold up under acute distress, seeing it as a beautiful revelation of God’s infinite strength demonstrated in the weak.  Marriage requires the same.  Both partners need individual armor, and then a castle wall or a fortress around them.  It is not unlike circling the wagons. Protect one another, do not destroy your companion warrior.  If you must go separate ways, leave one another intact because you will be more vulnerable to evil as you drift far from shore.  Do not drown in your own hatred.

Genesis 2:18  Then the LORD God said, "It is not good for the man to be alone. I will make a helper who is like him." 

Genesis 2:19  So the LORD God formed out of the ground each wild animal and each bird of the sky, and brought each to the man to see what he would call it. And whatever the man called a living creature, that was its name. 

Genesis 2:20  The man gave names to all the livestock, to the birds of the sky, and to every wild animal; but for the man no helper was found who was like him. 

Genesis 2:21  So the LORD God caused a deep sleep to come over the man, and he slept. God took one of his ribs and closed the flesh at that place. 

Genesis 2:22  Then the LORD God made the rib He had taken from the man into a woman and brought her to the man. 

Genesis 2:23  And the man said: This one, at last, is bone of my bone, and flesh of my flesh; this one will be called woman, for she was taken from man. 

Genesis 2:24  This is why a man leaves his father and mother and bonds with his wife, and they become one flesh.
It is not good to be alone ... no man is an island, etc., etc., and so forth.  Got it?

1Corinthians 11:11  However, in the Lord, woman is not independent of man, and man is not independent of woman. 

1Corinthians 11:12  For just as woman came from man, so man comes through woman, and all things come from God. 

This is probably one of the most compelling pieces of Scripture in that it describes the literal interdependence of men and women in a relationship.  It does not speak to the families, although they are a distinct aspect of that life.  Notice that by inference (or in this case absence) the extended families are not the focus.  Take care of each other first, which is taking care of God’s gift, and the care of others will follow as a healthy outcome.  That is not to say, however, that all families are supportive or healthy.  Having well delineated boundaries is also wise because not all that surrounds us is in our best interest.  That is the way of the world, and why we have the Bible, and why the Holy Spirit is with us.  Satan abounds where God has been eased out and made absent.  Why doesn’t really matter.  Either way, always question the motives of those who would suggest destruction of a relationship … unless it is destroying itself and and its participants.

Ephesians 5:28  In the same way, husbands should love their wives as their own bodies. He who loves his wife loves himself. 

Ephesians 5:29  For no one ever hates his own flesh, but provides and cares for it, just as Christ does for the church, 

Ephesians 5:30  since we are members of His body. 

Ephesians 5:31  For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife, and the two will become one flesh.
Ephesians 5:32  This mystery is profound, but I am talking about Christ and the church. 

Ephesians 5:33  To sum up, each one of you is to love his wife as himself, and the wife is to respect her husband. 

So, in Ephesians above we see that we are to come together as couples, by God’s design, for the express purpose of comfort and reproduction … probably not in that order if you read the first Genesis recollection carefully, and take note of the ongoing concern surrounding preservation of the nation of Israel.  God wants to make man in His image and tells man to “be fruitful and multiply,” as He tells lower animals in the previous passages 1:20-25.  Woman is evidently created later to provide comfort.  I do not believe this is meant to be chauvanistic (note 5:28-9).  So, here they are … the top three reasons:

1.) Please God (praise Him)

2.) Be fruitful … multiply the image of God

3.) Find comfort   

If you should wonder whether a coupling is right, I suggest you see if it can reproduce.  That will say volumes supporting the notion of correctness both biologically and morally.  Yet, we can be, and must be, emotionally supportive of others of the same gender. But the analogy of two locks or two keys is not how a marriage can truly be defined.

In conclusion … it is safe to say that marriage is never easy; bringing two people together for any period of time is trying.  However, whether satisfying, reconciled, broken or on the mend, opportunities present themselves as decisions are made.  God can, and does, bring good out of all sorts of circumstances if we are are open and willing.  Often being open is a result of being brought to a place of vulnerability, a time of weakness when we yearn for a source of strength.  Such are the times of trial.  In the good times we are rarely grateful or aware of deeper needs.
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