Lust for Life 

This was originally used as a film title that documented the life and times of Vincent Van Gogh played by Kirk Douglas.  In this case the title aptly defined a passion for life that was both compelling and self-destructive. Now … flash forward to the present day:

This title was the commercial catch phrase for a Hustler TV ad.  OK, it was a well-used play on words, considering the subject matter, but it got me thinking about how this kind of thing doesn’t even raise an eyebrow today.  I want to be honest … I am not a prude nor did I grow up under a rock somewhere, but I think that this kind of lust, rather than Godly passion or marital passion, can lead to all kinds of problems.  The primary issue is that this kind of lust becomes an end in itself.  It can take over a life and become its own lifestyle.  What about the individual who can think of nothing else?  I believe we call that an obsession, or a pathology, and it can be incredibly dangerous.  Not only can it produce a self-indulgent, antisocial, personality, but also it can drive an individual to pursue it at “all costs.”  This doesn’t just apply to sex, but to drugs, alcohol, work, accumulation of wealth, gambling, porno, internet gaming, chats, and any number of other scenarios where the tail has begun to wag the dog.  Don’t kid yourself … this lust for life can wind up being an end in itself, which for all intents and purposes, is classic idol worship.  If you really think that this kind of behavior doesn’t hurt others, think again.  For every person who indulges there are 10 others who are directly or indirectly affected.  It affects marriages, children, creditors, employers, and the list goes on.  It also opens us up to a kind of temptation that becomes all consuming, the kind Satan is all-to-eager to oblige. 

James 1:13-16   No one undergoing a trial should say, “I am being tempted by God.”  For God is not tempted by evil, and he Himself doesn’t tempt anyone.  But each person is tempted when he is drawn away and enticed by his own evil desires.  Then after desire has conceived, it gives birth to sin, and when sin is fully grown, it gives birth to death.  Don’t be deceived, my dearly loved brothers.  (eSword; c.2005, Holman translation) 

No one is exempt; we have all been there, and will remain there to a greater or lesser degree until heaven strips that flesh from our bones.  

1.) What is your strongest temptation?  What are you doing about it?  

2.) Do you think you can be cured of sin?  Why or why not?

3.) Can you see why even Job could not blame God for his misfortune?

4.) What does this have to do with free will?

5.) What sin have you conquered in the name of Christ?

