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GOD SO LOVED THE WORLD

THAT HE DID NOT SEND

This was taken from an email that had various humorous, but thought-provoking, messages posted by churches on their outdoor signage.  And this one, in particular, is more than accurate at a number of levels.  There is only one way to reach God.

John 3:16  For God so greatly loved and dearly prized the world that He [even] gave up His only begotten (unique) Son, so that whoever believes in (trusts in, clings to, relies on) Him shall not perish (come to destruction, be lost) but have eternal (everlasting) life.  

(from the Amplified Bible B47;pg 954 italics mine)

Neither John, nor any of the other synoptic writers, ever suggested that there is a way to God other than belief in Jesus.  In John the text refers to “His only begotten Son, not the oldest, or the youngest, or the best looking.   No one else is ever mentioned by name or by insinuation.  It should be blatantly obvious based on the evidence, both Biblically & culturally, yet folks desperately want to believe in a more comprehensive and all-embracing option … one without a commitment or a sacrifice … one that requires no change of behaviors or reprioritizing.

Denial is a very strong motivator, probably more so than fear; and individuals easily justify not changing lifestyles unless it is perceived to be good or beneficial: no pain, all gain.  I understand that concept, because I am not interested in pain as a pastime either, except that it is not just a “here and now” proposition.  Most of the perceived “real” benefits in our culture are material and financial, short sighted at best, and not looked at in terms of any long-term consequences (unless it is a mortgage).  

Oddly enough, with all of the cinematic interest in salvation and eternal life, as an action item in our daily lives, [they] appear at the bottom of the list of things that are good for us and worthwhile over time.  This is the case even though they are investments that have very long-term, positive, benefits, with essentially no risk to the user.  The downside (being crucified or publicly persecuted) in our society, is practically nonexistent. Admittedly the subtle persecution does exist, but the gains outweigh the losses to such an extent that it seems irrational not to hedge one’s bets.  Usually it is an issue of peer acceptance rather than the weight of any evidence.

But, as we see, God did not send a committee to do His Son’s work.  It was unnecessary, and unfounded.  All OT prophecy points to the same outcome, so this isn’t new information.  This would be classified as conventional wisdom.  God is not cruel; He is making the choice painfully simple … black and white, if you will.  Neither you nor I can “cherry pick” Christianity, or anything worth believing in.  Yet we always search for the path “of least resistance.”  Why is that?  And …what about you?  Are you a neutral, shades-of-gray, mix-it-up, kind of person?  What complacency motivates such behavior … problems with childhood, church, authority?  You can afford to blend coffee, candy & drinks, but not faith.  Most of us are mildly afraid of not making a decision and deathly afraid of making one.  And yet, not one of us can honestly say that we are immune to these temptations.  How is this to be addressed, and how can we assure others if we are also unsure at times?

Christ is all things, but not all paths lead to Him.

Christ is called the Way, the Truth, the Life, the Only Son, the Narrow Road, the Gatekeeper, the Doorway, the Good Shepherd, the Lamb of God, etc.  Notice that none are plural or indecisive in their terms.  Christ is the only passageway to God.

Read John 1:1-12.  This literally says it all.  Is it mystical?  Is it a paradox within a paradox?  Yes, and that is why it requires faith. We believe what we know to be true, but cannot fully comprehend. 

He alone is worthy.  In Him, God is well pleased.  Christ is Lord.  Maranatha! Amen!
1.) Christ called Himself the Way, the Truth, the Life, the Narrow Road, etc.  Can you think of other descriptive phrases that tell us Christ alone is our access to God?

2.) Read John 14:6.  Why do you think this is rejected when it speaks so clearly?

3.) Do you think the current remnant of the Hebrew nation is still under the protective wing of God?  Do you think they remain His chosen?  Why or why not?

4.) Why is there a Pope if we need no one to intercede but Christ?  See what Martin Luther said.  He was very specific and risked his life for his belief. 

5.) Have you ever conversed with people who say that “God is so loving, that no one will be excluded from heaven as long as they believe (that there is a God)?”  Why do you think people want to embrace concepts that are not supported by the evidence? Church
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