Koinonia or “the shared experience”

Commonly defined as fellowship … in this case, Christian fellowship derived from the Greek … or common participation in the [same] Spirit.  We call it church or worship.  Truly, where two or more are gathered in Jesus’ name, He is there also in the person of the Holy Spirit.

I like the following statement from James D.G. Dunn on pg. 57 of the Portable Seminary, “If the Spirit is the breath of new life in Christ, then presumably the analogy extends further, and the experience of the Spirit is like the experience of breathing:  one is not conscious of it all the time, but if one is not conscious of it at least sometimes, something is wrong.”

I can never say often enough how important it is that we have lifestyle of worship, rather than worshipping a lifestyle.

Taking our faith “to the streets” is vital to living a practical and credible Christian life.  What sort of message are we sending when we wait to worship until it is convenient or take it to a place behind closed doors?  We are then saying what our critics have said all along … that it isn’t for everyone and it is a commitment of convenience.  Granted, not everyone will choose Christ, but let that be their informed decision (this is no place to split hairs over predestination).  The following three passages apply to this theme:

Matthew 6:24  “No one can serve two masters; for either he will hate the one and love the other … You cannot serve God and mammon (other gods).”  (B47;pg 851)

Matthew 18:20  “For wherever two or three are gathered in My name, there I AM in the midst of them.”  (B47;pg 867)

Luke 11:10  “For everyone who asks and keeps on asking receives; and he who seeks and keeps seeking finds; and to him who knocks and keeps on knocking, the door shall be opened.”  (B47;pg 928)

What this tells us is that we cannot serve Christ and other gods, so a decision must be made.  We do not do well with split loyalty, and our “jealous God” will not stand for it.  Praise Him!  Gather with those of like spirit and behold Christ in the Holy Spirit.  And, while you are on your faith journey continue to ask Him for guidance, and actively seek Him out.  He is not elusive.  You will be blessed.  He is always here for us.

1.) Does the connection (the red thread of inspiration) in these passages seem evident?  Why or why not?

2.) What is it about personal witnessing that is problematic for you?  Are there other ways?

3.) Do you believe what the critics say … that our faith is exclusive, convenient, and only for the most righteous or pious individuals?

4.) What “god” competes with Christ in your life?

5.) Where have you had “church” other than in a building on Sunday morning?   

