Just as I am:  just as we are

We often talk about perfection, i.e., being without sin in our theological jargon, yet that state is just not our reality.  That is why we are instructed to come to Christ Jesus with our sin burden and place it at the foot of the cross.  While we would wish for a faith and a god that are convenient, the truth is:  if we have that which has no identity, then we have no standard and no absolute truth.  

The most frightening things that immediately come to mind are … 

that there is nothing to live for,

that when its over it’s really over,

that we are the highest authority,

that we are alone,

that our greatest faith stories are just myth,

that our sins can never be forgiven,

there is no moral standard …

add your own points.      

Ok, your brain hurts and your heart aches.  That is exactly what happens when we want to rewrite Scripture to support our own sinful behavior.  Hoping for vindication or exoneration would be to warp the One True Standard to meet our needs.  Do that for everyone and we have the potential to permit 6 billion sins, or their variables, as acceptable and without consequence. Where do we stop … whose sin should not be acceptable?  If one sin is acceptable, then all are acceptable.  Would you suggest a neighbor gives up his or hers, but you remain free to practice yours?  Anarchy comes to mind … how would any of us like that?  We enjoy a certain amount of restraint born of a sense of morality, that without a concept of good and evil, would evaporate in an instant.

A good friend of mine called me one evening, very exasperated and emotionally fatigued.  He was searching for a Bible that did not use the words to describe his sin.  He wanted a god to serve him rather than one to serve.  Now, that is probably not what was on his mind at the time, however, he was looking for an exception to God’s rule for him and those like him.  I told him that we are all called out in our sin …no one is exempt.

We may not like what we hear, but it is what we need to hear:  what we must hear.

The Commandments and the complete Mosaic Law cover any eventuality … there is literally no stone left unturned … no sin left unaccounted for.  The reason we turn to God is because He designed it that way.  It is obvious that we cannot measure up under the requirements of Law, thus He offered us Grace in the price paid by His Son, Jesus Christ.  He knew if all was well, that we would rely on our own devices seeking nourishment and consolation only in one another, and in the tin gods we manufacture.

So it came to pass that He allowed us freewill and thus an opportunity to choose to return to Him.

What is the point, you ask?  The point is that none are excused, thus all must choose.  To live outside recognition of sin means living outside of the redemption found in Jesus’ blood.  It is why He died.  It is why we live.  

To say not, is to say He died for nothing.  That is Blasphemy.  

Deuteronomy 29:29  The hidden things belong to the LORD our God, but the revealed things belong to us and our children forever, so that we may follow all the words of this law.

1Chronicles 22:12  Above all, may the LORD give you insight and understanding when He puts you in charge of Israel so that you may keep the law of the LORD your God. 

Romans 2:13  For the hearers of the law are not righteous before God, but the doers of the law will be declared righteous. 

Romans 3:9  What then? Are we any better? Not at all! For we have previously charged that both Jews and Gentiles are all under sin, 

3:10  as it is written: There is no one righteous, not even one;
3:11  there is no one who understands, there is no one who seeks God.

3:12  All have turned away, together they have become useless; there is no one who does good, there is not even one.  (e-Sword CD6 2005 Rick Meyers; 

HCSB translation))

