The Gospel of Judas

Published by The National Geographic Society; translated by Rodolphe Kasser, Marvin Meyer, and Gregor Wurst in collaboration with Francois Gaudard

While I am not a linguist, it is evident that this document, while a critical historical reference, is not reminiscent of what we can honestly accept as Holy Scripture, whether inside or outside the Canon.  Nor should we be willing to elevate or diminish Judas because of it.  He has done nothing different than you or me.  We have all betrayed our Lord with our sin.  We should not be too quick to condemn …  casting the first stone, as it were.

The introduction says … The secret account of the revelation that Jesus spoke in conversation with Judas Iscariot during a week three days before he celebrated  Passover.  (This is remininiscent of the Gospel of Thomas Intro, which I suspect this borrowed from)

To put the timeline in perspective … it would place Judas’ conversation with Christ on a day during the week of  Saturday, April 09 thru Sunday April 17, 0029.  That pinpoints the conversation with Judas to Monday the 11th of April, A.D. 0029. *

Saturday 4/09  Sabbath/Christ’s Triumphal Entry and Temple cleansing (Matthew 21 & Mark 11: 15-19 and Luke 19)

Sunday   4/10  Scribes already planning to kill Christ  (Mark 14:1-2)

Monday  4/11 *Judas’ conversation (GOJ introduction)/ The question about marital relationships in heaven posed to Christ by the Sadduccees.  (Mark 12 & Luke 20:27-38, etc.)

Tuesday  4/12  Christ’s discourse on the Signs of the Times  (Matthew 24, Mark 13 & Luke 21)/This begins with “there shall not be left one stone upon another…”  along with various parables.
Wednesday 4/13 Jesus Annointed by woman with ointment at Simon the Leper’s house (Matthew 26:6-13 & Mark 14:3-9)  Judas betrays Christ to chief priests  (Matthew 26:14-16)

Thursday  4/14  Last Supper/first day of Passover festival/Judas identified (All Gospels, eg: Matthew 26:17-19 & Matthew 26 20-25 & Mark 14 …)

Friday 4/15  Christ Crucified/Judas’ suicide  (Matthew 27:3-10 & Acts 1:18-19)

Saturday 4/16  Sabbath/ Disciples in hiding unsure of what was to come.

Sunday 4/17  Resurrection of Christ 

(taken from 61B: The Reese Chronological Bible, copyright 1977 Edward Reese, Bethany House Publishers)
Note:  there is some question about when Christ was crucified and how that lines up with Passover.  If Jesus was sentenced to be crucified on the day of preparation for the week-long feast at about the 6th hour (about noon), then Passover would have begun on the Sabbath, or more likely the day after … thus the Last Supper would have been the creation of a new and separate tradition.(see John 19:14 and the Archeological Study Bible; copyright 2005 by the Zondervan Corp. Pg. 1611) 

It is likely that Judas would have had some initial thoughts on the whole process of selling out his teacher, and may have even had preliminary discussions with the chief priests by this time … most certainly by the time the Judas Gospel suggests that Christ would have revealed His insights in this gospel.  

Why then, if Judas was so finely tuned into the master plan, would he, a person of such spiritual stature and insight [party to revelation], be so dispairing that only a few days later, bitterly remorseful, he would kill himself out of complete self-loathing?  My theory is … because the mythos developed around Judas in this later document does not represent Judas’ actual position as a disciple, and as a tool for God’s glorification.  This is a feel-good document that offers only fanciful reminiscences. [Did he go to Hell?  Well, that is for another time, but suffice it to say that if we are not consigned to eternal torment, then neither was he.]  

It is not relevent to discuss how culpible Judas was, as each Gospel sheds a somewhat different light on his character, as well as his behavior leading up to the betrayal.  He is an iconic figure who represents us all, which is probably why we heap all of our anger and curses upon him.  

Matthew 26:14  Then one of the Twelve -- the one called Judas Iscariot—went to the chief priests and asked, “What are you willing to give me if I hand him over to you?”  So they counted out for him thirty silver coins.  From then on Judas watched for an opportunity to hand Him over. 

It is unlikely that Judas would have been so divided as to act like a victim on one hand, and an “inside man” on the other hand with regard to the issues; or that he would have been so willing to be a sacrifice had he understood the finer points of doing so.  This intends to elevate Judas to a Christ-like level, imbuing him with similar abilities to foresee events including his own demise.  I don’t buy it

Judas acts completely surprised in Matthew 26:25 at the Last Supper when confronted.  Was this a conspiracy between Judas and Christ to carry out the crucifixion plot?  Doubtful.

Mark 3:19 and Luke 6:16 simply list the Disciples and indicate, in passing, that Judas would become a betrayer or traitor.  There is really very little mentioned even in Matthew 10:4.

John 13:18-29  It does appear, in John’s recollection of the Last Supper, that the revelation by Christ is explained in more detail.  Whatever the arrangement was, it was between God and Satan.  Judas appears to be a tool by which God’s sacrifice was glorified, not unlike the Pharaoh.  This is not a partnership, but a directive.  Even the Disciples did not know what was taking place, as they knew Judas only to be the individual charged with handling the funds for the group.

As I have stated in other lessons … I think that Judas wanted Christ to stop attracting the wrong kind of attention, not to die.  He was not privy to the ways of the cosmos, just an unfortunate soul. 

Judas is our spiritual mirror … and we do not like what we see.

Judas was a vicarious victim for us all … a true scapegoat in the Old Testament sense of the word.  I believe we want to see him as a victim because it exonerates us:  we can point away from our own sin.  In many ways we want to see Judas vindicated even if it is fantasy.  That is why this new gospel is so attractive, and so seductive.

The Earthly Ministry of Jesus (post-intro)

This portion, while a bit stilted, does not tell us anything new, except for the fact that it does repeat what is found in other extra-canonical text about Christ appearing as a child or an old man.  This is the notion of an “as required” Christ.  He does not need to be a chameleon to function as Lord and Savior.  Not that He would be prevented from doing so … yet I believe it is we who must change, not Him.
excerpt: Often he did not appear to his disciples as himself, but he was found among them as a child.

This theme is found elsewhere in non-canonical text.  And is evocative of the doctrine of the Holy Trinity and the experience of the Disciples on the Mount of Transfiguration found in the Canonical Scriptures.

These texts are creative and resourceful, but are merely embellishments on the original Synoptic Canonical source texts. As well, they do maintain a consistent theme.  It is not that it would be impossible for God to accomplish, but that it is does not resonate with the Canon of the Orthodox Fathers.  See the following …

Straightaway, [while I was contemplating these things] behold, the [heavens opened and] the whole creation [which is] below heaven shone, and [the world] was shaken.  [I was afraid, and behold I] saw in the light [a youth who stood] by me.  While I looked [at him he became] like an old man.  And he [changed his] likness (again) becoming like a servant ... and the [likenesses] appeared through each other, [and] the [likeness] had three forms.   (23B;pg 105  The Apocryphon of John from the Nag Hammadi Library)

Jesus took them all by stealth, for he did not appear as he was, but in the manner in which [they would] be able to him.  He appeared to [them all.  He appeared] to the great as great. [He appeared] to the small as small.  He [appeared to the] angels as angels, and to men as a man.  (23B;pg 155-146  The Gospel of Phillip from the Nag Hammadi Library)
Scene 1:  Jesus dialogue with His disciples 

Unlike the person of Christ we know from the Synoptic (similar) texts this individual engages His disciples in a condescending and deriding dialogue.  While laughing might be an appealing and even a desirable trait, that is not how the picture is painted.  Instead of coaching, Jesus acts like an elitist, not a shepherd.  It just doesn’t fit.  It feels wrong.  There is no doubt that conflict would have arisen between Christ and twelve other men of various backgrounds and personalities.  But I don’t see Him belittling them. I am convinced that He might have been irritated at times, but would use the opportunity to instruct.  That is the difference between God and man.  We must not demystify our God in a vain effort to lift ourselves up … to conveniently explain things away.

excerpt: One day he was with his disciples in Judea, and he found them gathered together and seated in pious observance.  When he [approached] his disciples, gathered together and seated and offering a prayer of thanksgiving over the bread, [he] laughed.    

Mark 2:14  Then, moving on, He saw Levi the son of Alphaeus sitting at the tax office, and He said to him, "Follow Me!" So he got up and followed Him. 

2:15  While He was reclining at the table in Levi's house, many tax collectors and sinners were also guests with Jesus and His disciples, because there were many who were following Him. 

2:16  When the scribes of the Pharisees saw that He was eating with sinners and tax collectors, they asked His disciples, "Why does He eat with tax collectors and sinners?" 

2:17  When Jesus heard this, He told them, "Those who are well don't need a doctor, but the sick do need one. I didn't come to call the righteous, but sinners."  (CD6:e-Sword)

Note the difference between coming into one’s presence, and laughing in the GOJ, and the Markian version where Christ beckons Matthew to follow Him.  It is about leading as opposed to intruding.  Judas’ version is not convincing.

A different dialogue style is disclosed, in the Gospel of Thomas #6 (below), showing another more genuine mode of interaction … that of respect, and not of derision.  The above passage from the Gospel of Judas is an introduction meant to call Judas out and direct toward him a level of attention otherwise unwarranted.  While Thomas links to works of Paul, and answers an important theological and moral question, the Judas passage stands alone .  Therefore, we must systematically question those passages that stand alone, i.e. those which do not instruct or represent the connectedness of the “red thread” of inspiration.  This is the notion of consensus.

GOT #6.)  His disciples questioned him, and said of him, “Do you want us to fast?  How shall we pray?  Shall we give alms?  What diet shall we observe?”  Jesus said, “Do not tell lies, and do not do what you hate, for all things are plain in the sight of heaven.  For nothing hidden, will not become manifest, and nothing covered will remain without being uncovered.”  (23B:pg 126-27)

There is no laughter in this, and no condescension.  We must assume that Christ laughed like everyone else, and was not a somber and difficult person to be around.  In fact, it is evident that the opposite is true.  In that the Middle Eastern culture is strong in its emoting, and in the exuberance of its festivals, it is unlikely that, given the wine and fellowship, the gatherings would have been painful and low-key events.  I imagine Christ had an honest, if not a wry, sense of humor.  Look at the persons who surrounded him:  the salt of the earth … an earthy folk.

The Savior laughed and said to them:  “What are you thinking?  (Why) are you perplexed?  What are you searching for?”  Philip said, “For the underlying reality of the universe and the plan.”  (23B;pg 222-23 from The Sophia of Jesus Christ)

In this context, though apocryphal, it seems that Christ is attempting to put the Disciples at ease after a particularly revealing dialogue in the wake of His resurrection, in the person of a risen spirit of light. While this is from the Nag Hammadi Library, it shows one of the few instances of Christ in a more intimate moment with His disciples.  I am surprised that we do not see more of the “lighter side” of Christ’s walk in the Gospels, proper.  In some ways it seems that the accounts we have are unbalanced.

See the following convoluted version of the Thomas Gospel, where Judas takes the rightful place of Peter …

excerpt:  Judas [said] to him, “I know who you are and where you have come from.  You are from the immortal realm of Barbelo.  And I am not worthy to utter the name of the one who has sent you.  

Judas answers the question,  reversing the synoptic Gospel narrative, yes, even the Gospel of Thomas often seen as heresy … not allowing Christ to answer, but revealing his special knowledge or gnosis.  In this case the gnosis is meant to mislead, not edify.

Mark 8:29  "But you," He asked them again, "who do you say that I am?" Peter answered Him, "You are the Messiah!"   (CD6:e-Sword)
Gospel of Thomas #13  Jesus said to His disciples, “Compare me to something and tell me what I am like.”  

Simon Peter said to Him, “You are like a just messenger.”
Matthew said to Him, “You are like a wise philosopher.”

Thomas said to Him, “Teacher, my mouth is utterly unable to say what you are like.”
Jesus said, “I am not your teacher.  Because you have drunk, you have become intoxicated from the bubbling spring that I have tended.”
And  He took him, and withdrew, and spoke three sayings to him.  When Thomas came back to his friends they asked him, “What did Jesus say to you?”

Thomas said to them, “If I tell you one of the sayings He spoke to me, you will pick up rocks and stone me, and fire will come from the rocks and devour you.”  (5;pg 2)
While this may create a sympathetic view of a humble Judas, there is no indication that there would have been a conspiracy of this magnitude in which Christ would have been complicit.  No theological benefit would have been met in muddying the water, so to speak.  In addition, there is no other similar story line anywhere else to buttress this theory.  It is an effort, once again, to lessen the magnitude of responsibility … to lessen our own guilt, to pamper ourselves spiritually.  I would venture to say that this could easily be a cunning device of Satan to infiltrate our Christian theology like a present-day computer virus.  The attention media has paid makes this confusion more pervasive than would otherwise be obtainable without current technology.  

excerpt:  Jesus said to them, “How do you know me?  Truly [I] say to you, no generation of the people that are among you will know me.”  

Mark 9:19  He replied to them, "You unbelieving generation! How long will I be with you? How long must I put up with you? Bring him to Me."   (6CD; e-Sword)
Matthew 16:4  An evil and adulterous generation wants a sign, but no sign will be given to it except the sign of Jonah." Then He left them and went away. 

(6CD; e-Sword)

An effort was made here to create validation by association.  The author has attempted to create an association with the Synoptics to lend credibility to this fictional relationship between Judas and Jesus.  This method is used frequently toward the same end.   
The Disciples then become angry and begin to hate Christ Jesus.  He leads them out and chides them for getting angry and “blaspheming in their hearts.”   It is then that Judas employs the tactic used in the Gospel of Thomas, and in the Gospels of  Matthew 16:15, Luke 9:20 and Mark 8:29.  By this I mean, the use of confession, i.e. that [he knew] who Christ was, where He came from, but being unable to utter the true name of God … or a variation on the theme.

Note the following passage evidently borrowed:  Knowing that Judas was reflecting upon something that was exalted, Jesus said to him, “Step away from the others, and I shall tell you the mysteries of the kingdom …”
Judas can’t say the name of God.

Thomas can’t reveal what it was Christ confided in him.

Matthew, Mark & Luke record Peter confessing that Christ is the Messiah after the Disciples suggest various other interpretations.

Judas’ posturing is just not convincing.

Scene 2:  Jesus appears to the disciples again

excerpt: The next morning, after this happened, Jesus [appeared] to his disciples again.

They said to him, “Master where did you go and what did you do when you left us?

Jesus said, “I went to another great and holy generation.”  His disciples said to him, “Lord, what is the great generation that is superior to us and holier than us …”

When Jesus heard this, he laughed and said to them, “Why are you thinking in your hearts about the strong and holy generation?”  

Again Christ’s laughter appears to be at the Disciples’ expense.  Sadly this genre is presented like a riddle … a layered heaven … a theological Rubic cube.  I suspect that this secretive, elitist approach, is what cast an unfavorable light on the Gnostics … that they made their beliefs unnecessarily more complex and convoluted than warranted … evolving into the likes of a secret society.  That was not the manifestation of The Way.

The Good News of Jesus Christ is intended to be simple and accessible to the humble and broken-hearted.   Although there are instances of rivalry among the Disciples found in the Synoptics, the Judas Gospel is condescending, littered with dreams, and visions … hints of the pseudo-revelation, but ultimately unholy in its warped notions.

While there is reference to many generations in this gospel, that is now null since we are in the Church Age.  All generations since the Resurrection have been one generation in a single age.  This is the age to precede and culminate in the End of Days.

The Gospel of Thomas, The Gospel of Nicodemus (Pilate) and the Lost Gospel of Peter all attempt to retell the events of Christ’s passionate life, even if there is occasional embellishment.  But they are not meant to be unholy or misleading.  They are meant to record, retell and edify.  Sadly, the Gospel of Judas does none of this.

There is contempt here for a simple and unconditional belief.

 Scene 3: Judas recounts a vision and Jesus responds

Judas said, “Master, as you have listened to all of them, now also listen to me.  For I have seen a great vision.”  

When Jesus heard this, he laughed and said to him, “You thirteenth spirit, why do you try so hard?  But speak up, and I shall bear with you.”
When Judas tells Jesus about his vision of the stoning, the house he has seen, Jesus reminds him that only the holy will enter there.   He does, in fact, site an omen regarding his own death, one that bears some resemblance to him being ostracized by the other twelve.  That much would have been expected from a group of men looking for common ground during a crisis   There is also a reference to the practice of astrology in the following …

[Jesus] answered and said, “Judas, your star has lead you astray.” 

… Jesus answered and said, “You will become the thirteenth, and you will be cursed by the other generations – and you will come to rule over them.

While Judas made choices with specific consequences, it is doubtful that he made it with a clarity that would have made plain his being “the thirteenth” and then the option of later “coming to rule over them.”  Again the riddles that presume a secret awareness.  Apparently the price paid now will be worth the glory.  This is a twisted version of the central gospel message of carrying your cross to be worthy of glory.

Thomas is again quoted, along with the likes of Isaiah and Paul …

Jesus said, “[Come], that I may teach you about [secrets] no person [has] ever seen.  For there exists a great and boundless realm, whose extent no generation of angels has seen, [in which] there is [a] great invisible [Spirit],

which no eye of an angel has ever seen,

no thought of the heart has ever comprehended,

and it was never called by any name.

Gospel of Thomas #17)  (Coptic)  Jesus said, “I will give you what no eye has seen, and what no ear has heard, and what no hand has touched, what has not arisen in the human heart.”   or …“what has not risen in the mind of mankind” or … “what has never occurred to the human mind.”       (1;pg 3)  (10;pg 3)    (12;pg 2)             
Isaiah 64:4  use of similar wording, but different context … “From of old no one has heard or perceived by the ear, no eye has seen a God besides you, who acts for those who wait for him.”  (11B;pg 754)
1 Corinthians 2:9-10   Evidently Paul was harking back to a familiar prophecy in Isaiah when he invoked the OT scripture “But, as it is written, What no eye has seen, nor ear heard, nor the heart of man imagined, what God has prepared for those who love him” – these things God has revealed to us through the Holy Spirit.”   (11B;pg 1147)

This again is not an original thought, but a borrowing from scripture already extant by the time this was scribed.  I would date it from 150-200 A.D. in its original form, copied and expanded over time.  Not earlier because it borrows from later writings, and the language, even in translation, seems to be more recent in its construction.

What follows are various subtitles such as Cosmos & Chaos, Rulers & Angels, the Destruction of the Wicked, etc.  

Creation of Humanity borrows from Genesis with … “Let us create a human being after the likeness, and after the image.”  They fashioned Adam and his wife Eve, who is called, in the cloud, Zoe.  (Genesis 1:27, etc.)

Jesus laughs again after Judas inquires as to how long people will live, whether the human spirit dies, and some intricate language about stars, generations, fornication and slaying.  This Christ goes on to explain that the soul is a loan from God so that there is, apparently, an incentive to serve.  As this transaction is conducted by the archangel Michael, Gabriel is, conversely, instructed to provide souls that are unbound or free.  This must refer to angels and humankind, but it is not clear.  While this is a legitimate line of questioning, it makes one wonder why the concern if he (Judas) has such a close relationship with Christ.  But, on the eve of the betrayal and the transgression of the ages, I suppose it is a commitment worthy of divine reassurance.  

I would be personally concerned if my Priest or Rabbi repeatedly laughed at my activities and earnest inquiries.  It seems to indicate a lack of mutual respect that undermines His credibility, and minimal credibility of this gospel..

[Jesus] answered [and said], “I am not laughing [at you] but at the error of the stars, because these six stars wander about with these five combatants, and they all will be destroyed along with their creatures.

Check the veracity of the following passages that conclude the translation.  This says quite … well, draw your own conclusions from Jesus Speaks of Those Who are Baptized, and Judas’s Betrayal:

Judas said to Jesus, “Look, what will those who have been baptized in your name do?”

A legitimate question that we all ask.  We still desire to understand our purpose.  

“But you will exceed all of them.  For you will sacrifice the man that clothes me.”

While Peter and John are lifted up in Christ’s ministry … and are referred to as “The Beloved Disciple” and “The Rock,” they are never held up as exceeding their peers or being in any essential way, better or superior.  As I am fond of saying, “The ground at the foot of the cross is level.”  We all stand up according to our stature, or spiritual gifts:  we are different to fulfill the body, but not spiritually superior.  This text attempts to place Judas in a position of spiritual advantage.  The Gnostics wanted to be different, and therefore superior to those of general or baser knowledge.  The only knowledge, or gnosis, we need to be concerned about is our awareness of, and our acceptance of, Christ as Lord and Savior.  Betrayal is never a virtue.    

“The star that leads the way is your star.”

It is our star as believers in the Body of Christ.  The only star that is ever mentioned is the star that leads us to the Christ Child.

Conclusion:  Judas Betrays Jesus

[…] Their high priests murmured because [he] had gone into the guest room for his prayer.  But some scribes were there watching carefully in order to arrest him during the prayer, for they were afraid of the people, since he was regarded by all as a prophet.  

They approached Judas and said to him, “What are you doing here?  You are Jesus’ disciple.”

Judas answered them as they wished.  And he received some money and handed him over to them.

Conclusion:

The end of this document is as unfulfilling as it is lacking of any theological drama, especially in light of the media hype.  It is not worth the wait.  Of interest is the notion that Christ was in a room of prayer as opposed to the conventional gathering place of the Disciples in the Garden of Gethsemane.  The Disciples are not even mentioned as being in attendance. This counters Peter’s recollection in the Gospel of Mark.
And the amount of money exchanged is never made clear … in fact it is as much as downplayed.  Judas’ real mission, in this “gospel” was not about the blood money; it was about fulfilling a holy mission, and eliciting our empathy.  I think we do want to see Judas in a more favorable light because we desire to view ourselves in the same manner.  But we cannot, because we are Judas.  We should not find solace there, but a reflection.  

Angels, stars and generations   

These same words are found in the Canon, however all of this is taken out of context.  Read with interest and caution.  A strong faith is an informed faith.  If there are questions arising from this gospel, and your Biblical knowledge, or spiritual maturity, does not provide the necessary discernment … see an Elder, Priest or theologian.  This can be dangerous territory.

It is tempting to believe that which soothes and justifies.  Satan knows this better than anyone.  He knows God’s love and has twisted the well-intentioned for centuries.  Judas was no better than the least of us and no worse than the best of us.  He was one of us … but look for the real story in a consensus of inspired work.  Read your Bible!

Praise God for the opportunity to again turn our attention to Him in the person of His Son, Jesus Christ.  Amen.
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