JOB.  The book that asks, AIs our God a betting God?@
The name Job means Afoe,@ Ahostile one@ or “Where is (my) Father?@
Indicated below in the opening verse that he is from the land of Uz, possibly located in the region of Edom or Bashan (currently south and east of the Dead Sea) although it is probably irrelevent since the message is a response to universal questions and outcry regarding what befalls man at (the hand of God?) but more importantly at the hand of the adversary.  Job, affirms the great truth that, despite our lack of knowledge, we can and must have faith. (50B;pg 329)
In Job there is no mention of Moses or the Law or God=s revelation through Moses.  Job did live 140 years, so the time is before man was given a shorter life span.
There is also the possibility that not all was written by the same hand ... that the experiences of Job, were from a single hand, but that some discourse by friends may have been added to insert doctrinal discourse to explain, beyond the mere presence of God, an  answer to both Job=s and our questions and yearnings.
And more importantly, if He knows the outcome why did He allow Satan to persecute and prosecute Job?  Because of choice and probability; because of His Mercy.  Probably, the first word to roll off our tongues would be, AWhy?@  That is what we will explore in this lesson.  In some ways, because of the mystery that is God, we may not find an absolute answer to the question.  Some will feel better about what we do know than others.  Where this type of scenario has had impact on us personally, it would be worthwhile to share ... to try to sort out our responses.  The responses, I=m sure, will span the distance between acceptance and questioning to denial and possibly outright anger.  There is no Acorrect@ response other than to ultimately go to God in prayer (when you are able to) and place the burden on God=s shoulders.  He can handle it.  As well, it has been said in numerous support groups that AGod will give us no more than we can handle.@  What is invariably left out is something like this .. Aif we allow him to share the burden.@  You get the idea.  We were not meant to bear a burden alone ... Christ demonstrated this on the cross.    
As for a date, the events may have occurred at about the time of Abraham, Isaac or Jacob, around 2000 B.C., although the account (of the oral tradition) may have been written later. (21B;pg 855) (50B;pg 329)
AHonesty, not patience is the real virtue of Job@ says Hillel A. Fine (The Voice Out Of The Whirlwind: The Book Of  Job, pg. 118) 
ABut the overriding lesson of Job is that we cannot fully understand or explain misfortune because we do not have all the facts.  Only God knows the complete answer to the question... If anything, it should drive us to the place where Job ended upBat the feet of God, in humility, worship, and praise @  (21B;pg 853)
I believe this takes us back to the basis of our spiritual lives ... that is faith:  the place where intellect ends and mystery begins.  We can, and should be informed, but all of the information we gather will not make us as informed as God.  We will always need to return to the place that allows us the clear understanding that it is not always our place to know ... but to believe that it is in the best interest of the kingdom of heaven.  Christ said, especially in John, that we Aonly need believe in Him.@
Is Satan the Satan we are familiar with in the New Testament, and the same as the tempter in Genesis? *
Yes, but the role has changed as well as the definition of the name, yet his overall mission has not.  He is still the accuser or prosecutor.  Evil has simply put on a new change of clothes with the advent of our Lord Jesus Christ.
God believes in us even if we don=t always reciprocate Y and, He knows a safe bet, right?
Job 1:1   There was a man in the land of Uz, whose name was Job; and that man was blameless and upright, and one who feared God and shunned evil.  (3B;pg 728)
Job 1:6&7   Now there was a day when the sons of God came to present themselves before the Lord, and Satan also came among them.  And the Lord said to Satan, AFrom where do you come?@  Satan answered the Lord and said, AFrom going to and fro on the earth, and from walking back and forth on it.@  (3B;pg 728)
Job 1:8   Then the Lord said to Satan, AHave you considered My servant Job, that there is none like him on the earth, a blameless and upright man, one who fears God and shuns evil?@  (3B;pg 728)
Satan=s treatment of Job is a sort of precursor of how Christ is tempted in the wilderness for 40 days after being baptized by John.  In fact, this is when Satan makes his grand entrance into the New Testament.  Note that in the beginning of the passage he is called Athe devil & the tempter@ and as he exits Christ calls him Satan.  The position of satan as a position of accusing or prosecution in the legal sense is now a proper name by which he will be forever identified.  Actually his real name is Lucifer, God=s favorite, and the angel of music and light.  
In Genesis he is simply referred to as the Aserpent.@
Matthew 4: 1-4 and etc. through 11   Then Jesus was lead up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil.  And when He had fasted for forty days and forty nights, afterward He was hungry.  Now when the tempter came to Him, he said, AIf you are the Son of God, command that these stones become bread.@
But He answered and said, AIt is written, >Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that proceeds from the mouth of God.@  Then the devil took Him up into the holy city Y Then the devil left Him, and behold, angels came and ministered to Him.  
(3B;pg 1378)
Job 1:12   And the Lord said to Satan, ABehold, all that he has is in your power; only do not lay a hand on his person.@  So Satan went out from the presence of the Lord.
(3B;pg 728)
Job is classified as a wisdom book, and anecdotally as a doctrinal book, a  moral instructional guide, so to speak.  This is in contrast to the books that follow Y Psalms which are devotional, and Proverbs which are more practical guides for living, and also instructional, but less narrative.  The sequence does make sense in how one might proceed from doctrinal to appropriate devotional and practical application.  Lesson Y prayer Ypractice.
Job thus submits, not in fear of an arbitrary God, but confounded in the presence of a God whose omnipotence, wisdom and providence are superior to any human reckoning.  (28B;pg 313)
And he said,   ANaked I came from my mother=s womb, and naked I shall return there.  The Lord gave and the Lord has taken away.  Blessed be the name of the Lord.@  
(3B;pg 729) 
This is the same flavor as the saying in Matthew that essentially says that it rains and shines on the just and the unjust, and in Ecclesiastes about all being vanity or in vain.  Life is what it is, and God doesn=t prevent us from experiencing it.
After the boils, and death of his family, etc., Job=s wife says, ADo you still hold fast to your integrity?  Curse God and die.!@  (3B;pg 729)
Job 2:13   So they sat down with him on the ground seven days and seven nights, and no one spoke a word to him, for they saw that his grief was very great. (3B;pg 730)
Job 3:1   After this Job opened his mouth and cursed the day of his birth.  (3B;pg 730)
Job 3:7   ARemember now, whoever perished being innocent?  Or where were the upright ever cut off?@  (3B;pg 731)   Spoken by Eliphaz the Temanite
Job 4:7   AYet man is born to trouble, as the sparks fly upward.@  (3B;pg 732)
This sounds like a passage from Ecclesiastes.  Remember Y there is nothing new under the sun and all is vanity?  It appears to be the style of narrative and nature of the mindset of the wisdom literature genre.  The wisdom, in a nutshell, seems to be Y know your place in the cosmos, [and God=s].  It is also wise not to assume that there will be an easy go of it, as the human condition generally proves otherwise.  Maybe it is a good practice to praise God for what we do not have to endure, as opposed to praying for deliverance once we are beset by difficulty.
The other friends were Bildad the Shuhite and Zophar the Naamathite.
Bildad replies in Job 8:5,  AIf you were pure and upright, surely He would awake for you, and prosper your rightful dwelling place.@  (3B;pg 736)
Job 9:21   AI am blameless, yet I do not know myself; I despise my life.@  (3B;pg 737)
Job maintains his innocence in spite of the urging of his friends that there must be something wrong or he would not be suffering at the hand of God.  However, he does seem to lean toward this based on what he knows, and maybe there is a flaw of which he is unaware, and maybe not wholly responsible for.
Zophar comments in Job 11:6  AYKnow therefore that God exacts from you less than your iniquity deserves.@  (3B;pg 739)
Zophar continues with the notion that there must be something wrong even if Job cannot point to specifics Y that God does not levy this kind of suffering for no good reason.  Yet, we know that in this sphere that things happen that appear random or at least unconnected.  In that we cannot know God=s will unless we are provided a rare glimpse going forward, we must rely on faith.
Job responds by admonishing his friends for presuming to think he deserves what is happening to him.  In reality we (through Jesus Christ) do not get what we deserve ... Job is certainly an exception to the rule.  Is Job truly human, or an extension of Him for the purpose of thwarting Satan?  Christ was crucified, but He was of God in a special and intimate way.   In this case Job even suggests that in Job 13:3,  ABut I would speak to the Almighty, and I desire to reason with God.  But you forgers of lies, you are all worthless physicians.@  (3B;pg 741) 
Eliphaz goes further to say in Job 15:6, AYour own mouth condemns you, and not I; yes, your own lips testify against you.@  (3B;pg 743)
This very saying is repeated in the New Testament canon as well as in Thomas, wherein it essentially says that it is not what is taken into us, but that which comes forth, or is uttered, that is evil and condemns us.
Job in the 16:11 seems to aware of the source of his distress when he says, AGod has delivered me to the ungodly, and turned me over to the hands of the wicked.@  
(3B;pg 745)
While this passage may appear to refer to Job’s unsupportive friends, he is unintentionally acknowledging that something he neither understands nor deserves has befallen him.  It also reveals that he has cultivated a growing awareness:  the lack of support, and his outright agony, he experiences has a specific source, and it isn=t God Y well, at least not directly.  God has allowed a man to stand on his own wobbly two feet.  Job as an individual represents all that we are and all that we aspire to.  As a parable Job’s story suggests that we have a repository that is God within us, generally referred to as faith.  This “God within us” is more than enough to withstand the ungodly or satanic influence.  Job is our potential as believers, and his friends, while well-meaning, are the children of the world looking for the reasons we presumably deserve the same sad fate as they do.  And, as always, it about our God-given choice to praise Him or damn Him.  Because God has always contained the Word and the Spirit, even this ancient recollection speaks to the personal relationship we nurture with God … or with the world.  Nothing has changed in 4000 years but the proper names of the individuals.  God has not changed (always true), Satan has not changed (always the adversary), nor has the nature of man (loved but free to choose).

And because the scenario and the players remain the same, we must turn to the Truth and reject the lie.

Satan is the Father of Lies.  If you do not believe he exists to rob you of your eternal life in God, you have already been deceived.  He will have done to you what he could not achieve against Christ on the cross.  If we accept Christ as our personal Savior, then we too conquer death in Him.

Praise be to God and the Gift He gave without condition or string attached.  Praise be to Christ Jesus from and through whom all blessings flow, and the Spirit which bears glad tidings. 

Another aspect of the Book of Job

What is a Abehemoth@?  Let’s skip forward to lesson on “natural history.”

Job 40:15-18   ALook now at the behemoth, which I made along with you; he eats grass like an ox.  See now, his strength is in his hips, and his power is in his stomach muscles.  He moves his tail like a cedar; the sinews of his thighs are tightly knit.  His bones are like beams of bronze, his ribs like bars of iron.@  (3B;pg 773-74)
What is a ALeviathan@?
Job 41:1, 3, 7 & 12, 14, 15, 18,  21 & 22 ACan you draw out Leviathan, with a hook, or snare his tongue with a line which you lower? YWill he speak softly to you? Y Can you fill his skin with harpoons, or his head with fishing spears? YI will not conceal his limbs, his mighty power, or his graceful proportions YWith his terrible teeth all around? Y His rows of scales are his pride Y His sneezings flash forth light Yand a flame goes out of his mouth Y strength dwells in his neck.@   (3B; 774-75)
Both of these sound like dinosaurs or dragons rather than animals we might identify as current residents of the planet.  The behemoth is more closely representative of the brontosaurus or brachiosaurus, while the Leviathan the apparent close relative of the Loc Ness monster, often identified as a plesiosaur.  Of course, we cannot say certain things can=t exist, because we have had numerous Adiscoveries@ of new species and supposedly extinct ones.  At first glance it would be easy to say elephant and whale, but the description doesn=t stop there.  Could there have been residual species after the extinction who took refuge in out-of-the-way places or does this give us a glimpse of what Darwin called evolution?
There are many questions in Job.  Do we take it literally or is there a parable here … or some of both?  What do you think?
What do you read here?  What is the answer to the riddle?  Close your eyes and listen to the verses.  What do you see?  

A brief study of Satan

The Satan in Job deserves a bit more definition or explanation regarding his role and character, as he is treated somewhat differently than in the New Testament.  Keep in mind, however, that there are also some critical similarities.  I will take the core information that follows from reference (28B;pg 603-4 The New World Dictionary Concordance).
In Hebrew satan is a common name and means adversary, for instance in war (1Samuel 29:4).  In judicial trials, the satan is the accuser, the person who discovers and unfolds before the judge the failings of others (Psalms 109; 6 & 7).  This is precisely why we need Jesus Christ as our redeemer and intercessor at the foot of the throne of God.  Satan has amassed a case against each of us.  Only through His sacrifice on the cross are we spotless in the eyes of God.  In essence, the case is thrown out of court for lack of evidence.  This is predicated on belief in Christ as personal Savior and only begotten Son of God, through whom we are redeemed Y He has atoned for our sins past, present, and future.  
In Job, Satan is with the Asons of God@ who are mingling in God=s court ... to present themselves, presumably to report on their particular missions.  There is the idea presented that if not an angel, he is among them, and appears to be in similar standing.  In this text Satan is not a proper name, but merely the name of the function or ministry which is carried out.  What this ministry is is clear from the response to God=s question: AWhence do you come?@ AFrom roaming the earth and patrolling it.@ (Job 1:7) The angel, that is, patrols the earth to examine the lives of men, so as to be their accuser before God.  His function is certainly far from attractive, but he is not presented as a Abad angel.@  He is God=s faithful servant whose thankless task this is.  While he is not bad, he certainly shows an inquisitorial zeal in carrying out his office. 
In 1 Chronicles 21:1 it shows the changeover from accuser to evil adversary or evil spirit hostile to God and man (note that Chronicles is placed chronologically before Job).  In this case the name of the office or mission becomes a proper name of a perverse angel who Arose up against Israel and enticed David into taking a census of Israel,@ thus sinning against the Lord.
In the New Testament Satan is the prince of demons and the prince of this world which is subjected to his power.  The coming of the kingdom of God which is definitive salvation brings with it the destruction of the kingdom of Satan.  This is expressed in the exorcisms worked by Jesus (Mark 3:27, etc.)  ... Satan is the ultimate source of all the obstacles to Jesus= work.  To that end he works to hinder Jesus at every turn, of which he is not unaware.  Peter and Judas are both expressly used to question His work and to give Him over to his accusers.
Through His passion and resurrection Jesus has acquired for Himself the whole world, and for this reason. Satan, prince of this world, has been ejected.
He [Satan] still seeks to place obstacles to the apostolic work of the church (1 Thessalonians 2:18) and goes about in the effort to seduce Christians.  To this purpose he often  disguises himself under attractive appearances without changing his intentions.
After some analysis it appears that Satan has not really changed his approach ... If you look at Old & New Testament records, it sugggests that he rermains the accuser, the adversary and while sometimes a wolf in sheep=s clothing, he has not given up his station nor his mission.  He is who he has been chosen to be and become.  Satan is about severing our relationship with Christ.  We do not have to let this happen.  Praise God through Jesus Christ our Lord! 
Put on the full armor of God.  Amen.

