Very Big Time Wrestling

And Jacob was left alone.  And a man wrestled with him until the breaking of the dawn. … Then he said, “Your name shall no longer be called  Jacob, but Israel, for you have striven with God and with men, and have prevailed.”  Genesis 32:24 &28
This passage always intrigued me, but never seemed to have any clarity until viewed through the political and geographic microscope of the Middle East.  I finally understood the importance of the message.  It comes through loud and clear in the last half of verse 28 … “for you have striven with God and with men, and have prevailed.” Not only does this describe the nation of Israel, and its warrior heritage, but I believe Jacob, like all of us, was in conflict with the demands of the world and the commands of God.  An like us he wrestled with his conscience: the blueprint of the Holy on our lives. After what he had done to his brother, Esau (fellow man) by stealing his birthright, it is no wonder that he couldn’t sleep.  He knew he would have to finally deal with the consequences of his selfish actions the next day.  He fully expected to be killed.  

How many of us lie awake at night trying to figure out how to deal with critical decisions we have made (or must make) and their consequences?  All of us, to be sure.  The larger question is not whether we are in conflict, but how we resolve it, i.e. to whom do we turn in our crisis of conscience?  

Do we always do the right thing and turn to God in our darkest hour?  No, it often comes down to that point in the middle of our consequences, where the options are few and time is weighing down on us like an eternity.  At the end of our rope there are precious few alternatives, and we must ask, “What is constant, unwavering and certain?”  Our certainty is God through Jesus Christ because, in the world all truth is relative, control is an urban myth, and the wolves are always at the door.  

Be honest with God, have your struggles, be angry, be verbal, be real … but always turn to Him.  God understands and will speak to us when no one else can … and listens when no one else will.  

Amen.

What are your strongest conflicts?

Are the conflicts with others or self?

Do you ever wrestle until the breaking of morning light?  Do you awake exhausted from a burdened sleep?

How do you resolve these conflicts?

