JOB and the New Earth theory

Job 40:15   Behold the behemoth (the hippopotamus), which I created, as I did you; he eats grass like an ox.  (B47;pg 474)
I think this better describes the elephant.

Job 41:1   Can you draw out the leviathan (the crocodile) with a fishhook?  

At first glance, I thought maybe a whale or, more probably, narwhale

Job 41:18-21   His sneezings flash forth light, and his eyes are like the [reddish] eyelids of dawn.  Out of his mouth go burning torches, [and] sparks of fire leap out.  Out of his nostrils goes forth smoke, as out of a seething pot over a fire of rushes. His breath kindles coals, and a flame goes forth from his mouth. (B47;pg 475)

This one?  Metaphor, or the stories about dragons are true.

This could be a reference to an extinct armored fish, a whale or a Plesiosaur like the purported Loch Ness creature.  Do you see how this kind of literary license can inspire the kind of “new earth” theories, like the one the museum in Kentucky is based upon?  They believe, that for a little while, all of these creatures (and man) lived side by side at some point during a five thousand year period; that sediments were laid down and the great canyons were carved in the flood of Noah.

Historically, there is no information to support that particular theory, because if there had been co-existence, it is likely that someone would have recorded it.  The Egyptians would have been excellent candidates for hieroglyphic records, as would the Assyrians, and there would have been a great number of sources for oral tradition to be carried forward.  Yet, there is none of this.  

I think we have to assume that not everything in Biblical literature is meant to be scientifically accurate … no different than the Song of Solomon’s metaphors used to describe his lover in glowing, sensual imagery.  It is very beautiful and it creates an impressive vision.  For instance, her teeth are not pearls and her skin is not a distant shore.  That use of commanding imagery to convey power is also the intent of the passages in Job where God is speaking [in human language] of His power and strength.

1.) Is everything in the Bible literal?  Was that the real intent? Why or why not?

2.) If you believe in the New Earth theory, what evidence is there … not that evidence has to occupy a place in a belief system?

3.) Is it possible that everything we have to conceptualize God is symbolic because there are no human terms for what, who or where God is?

4.) Are Adam and Eve the first two people or does this describe a place and a time when God revealed Himself to us for the first time?  Does this describe our becoming “aware?”

5.) How do you determine or differentiate what is literal, and what is metaphor both in Scripture and elsewhere?  Why?  How?

