March 31, 2006

Thesis on Noted differences between Islam and Christianity based on specific

passages from the Koran that show specific denial of Christ as Lord, while incorporating Biblical text from both Old and New Testaments.

Note:  Originally researched in the months following 9/11/2001 … amended in 2006 continuing.

Preface:  All of the following is predicated upon the very history and Biblical Scripture that Mohammed embraced, and that which convicts him.  These passages from Genesis are ripe with God’s will, consequences of disobeying and enough plot substance to satisfy any playwright:

Genesis 16:4  He slept with Hagar, and she became pregnant. When she realized that she was pregnant, she looked down on her mistress. 

16:5  Then Sarai said to Abram, "You are responsible for my suffering! I put my slave in your arms, and ever since she saw that she was pregnant, she has looked down on me. May the LORD judge between me and you." 

16:6  Abram replied to Sarai, "Here, your slave is in your hands; do whatever you want with her." Then Sarai mistreated her so much that she ran away from her. 

16:7  The Angel of the LORD found her by a spring of water in the wilderness, the spring on the way to Shur. 

16:8  He said, "Hagar, slave of Sarai, where have you come from, and where are you going?" She replied, "I'm running away from my mistress Sarai." 

16:9  Then the Angel of the LORD said to her, "You must go back to your mistress and submit to her mistreatment." 

16:10  The Angel of the LORD also said to her, "I will greatly multiply your offspring, and they will be too many to count." 

16:11  Then the Angel of the LORD said to her: You have conceived and will have a son. You will name him Ishmael, for the LORD has heard your cry of affliction. 

16:12  This man will be like a wild ass. His hand will be against everyone, and everyone's hand will be against him; he will live at odds with all his brothers. 

16:13  So she named the LORD who spoke to her: The God Who Sees, for she said, "Have I really seen here the One who sees me?" 

16:14  That is why she named the spring, "A Well of the Living One Who Sees Me." It is located between Kadesh and Bered. 

16:15  So Hagar gave birth to Abram's son, and Abram gave the name Ishmael to the son Hagar had. 

16:16  Abram was 86 years old when Hagar bore Ishmael to him. 

Genesis 17:16  I will bless her; indeed, I will give you a son by her. I will bless her, and she will produce nations; kings of peoples will come from her." 

17:17  Abraham fell to the ground, laughed, and thought in his heart, "Can a child be born to a hundred-year-old man? Can Sarah, a ninety-year-old woman, give birth?" 

17:18  So Abraham said to God, "If only Ishmael could live in Your presence!" 

17:19  But God said, "No. Your wife Sarah will bear you a son, and you will name him Isaac. I will confirm My covenant with him as an everlasting covenant for his offspring after him. 

17:20  As for Ishmael, I have heard you. I will certainly bless him; I will make him fruitful and will multiply him greatly. He will father 12 tribal leaders, and I will make him into a great nation. 

17:21  But I will confirm My covenant with Isaac, whom Sarah will bear to you at this time next year." 

Ishmael, and his tribes to the east were born outside the covenant, while Isaac, and the nation of Israel, confirmed God’s true covenant.  Islam has been trying to deny that arrangement since God made the decree.  As was prophesied in Genesis 16: 12 there has been conflict ever since. Instead of embracing the children of the covenant, Ishmael’s descendents have blamed them.  So the stage has been set.  So it continues.  

God, in His mercy, allows us choice, and I respect that for all peoples; however, I find that I disagree with the basic tenets of what are the purported to be the minimal differences between Christianity and Islam.  More importantly, we greviously err in assuming that we worship the same God … and that we have more in common than the minor theological nuances that would separate us. While we have many of the same goals, and faithfully worship an all-powerful God, that is where significant lines of demarcation are drawn.  I suggest that Islam, while is well intentioned by the majority of its followers, is sadly on the wrong theological path … a distorted reflection of the true faith of our Father Abraham.  

Yet, as we are afforded our choices, I must grudgingly respect one made in “good faith,” however misguided.  And, God in His mercy allows us those choices that we might willingly choose to worship Him.  The gravity of such choices lies in their eternal consequence.  

It is worth noting that Islam is not the only sect of believers that has wandered far from the truth … many modern-day Christians have also accepted the concept of the “broad road” to salvation rather than the narrow.  As we know, of course, there is no “broad road,” no multiple choice, no relatively correct approach.  The Bible is very specific in how one hits the mark, and the mark is Jesus Christ … Him alone.  As Christians, we are obligated to love and guide those who differ with us.  Only through friendship and support can we hope to take care of and protect one another in such a troubled world.  

From a secular standpoint there is always much we can learn from one another, intellectually & philosophically, relying on our strengths.  We must love while having absolute focus on what we believe to be the eternal truths, those that bind us to one another … and to God through Jesus Christ … and those that would separate us.  The aspects of 911 are but another bittersweet chapter in the legacy that all men and women share: life in a fallen world.  It must also be a beginning.

It is my opinion that Mohammed, while certainly a visionary, was not a prophet.  He was a man who believed in one God (Allah), and while he intended to depose pagan worship, did so by creating a culture-specific faith that took from others, yet excluded them from the culture that bore them.  Partial texts lifted from the Torah and New Testament are couched in Middle Eastern language and culture.  Mohammed, who delivered his belief system 600 years after the death and resurrection of Christ, stopped short of acknowledging Christ’s rightful position as Lord and Savior … Son of God.  And, there appear to be areas of contradiction where Christ is both pushed down and lifted up in the same passage.  This can be seen in 4:154 & 4:158; and I believe it indicates a burden on Mohammed’s heart to write what he knew to be true. However, he resists in an effort to distance and differentiate the new faith from the Arab nations’ traditional adversary … the Jewish people and the state of Israel.  This love/hate relationship has prophetically created unnecessary adversity and separation ever since.  Mohammed apparently believed, or wished to believe, the same dis-information perpetuated by Jewish authorities at the end of the book of Matthew.  This will be discussed later in the research (in response to passage 4:154).  I find it to be tragic to have been so close, but in the end, denied the Truth.    

 Having said that, please see the following illustration …

As N.J. Dawood in the introduction of The Koran (copyright 1956, Penguin Classics) says “The Koran accuses the Jews of corrupting the Scriptures and the Christians of worshipping Jesus as the son of God, although He had expressly commanded them to worship none but him.  Having thus gone astray, they must be brought back to the right path, to the true religion preached by Abraham.” 

Note:  This is the same text used for the passages quoted within this document. 

This language might explain the promotion of jihad in light of the West having gone astray, and justifies the need of Godly correction (at any cost).  Thus it is easier to understand how splinter groups, and fundamentalists, might take this out of context to justify the “any means” postulation.  Allah, in my estimation, is the unfulfilled God of the Old Testament, bound only by law, not by the intercession of Christ on the believer’s behalf (through grace and grace alone).  He is a God of mercy and compassion while “stern in retribution.”  This is only half of the theological picture; and that is where it appears to end unfulfilled and incomplete.  

The authorized version of the Koran, to this day, was compiled during the caliphate of Omar (644-56), over 600 years after the death and resurrection of Christ.  

From what I can determine, Mohammed’s enlightenment by the angel Gabriel is not at all  unlike Joseph Smith’s revelation from the angel Maroni (what would be the origin of the Mormon faith).  There are no supporting texts or corroboration as found in the Bible where there is a more fluid chronological approach, and prophecies that are legitimately supported by outcome, i.e. long-term prophetic fulfillment.  The Koran appears to be a gathering of arbitrarily chosen Old Testament passages, and personal enlightenment.  I do not see the genesis of a new theological platform. In this particular instance it is the promotion of a personal belief system, at best a religion, in the same way habitual and repeated acts pass as a discipline.   In spite of this, one cannot refute the intellectual and cultural contribution from the Arabic world, and Islam’s unprecedented growth in the modern day.  It is possible that God is making a [statement] concerning our personal, national and global tribulation, and thus our need to refocus on His Word … to ask the important questions about “what is the Truth?”  We are notoriously prodigal as a species.  Some have wandered farther from the light than others.

Additionally …

In an effort to underline the idea that Islam, as is generally practiced, is peaceful and non-terrorist, I quote the following statement from the Koran: * 43:89 The Apostle [Mohammed] says, ‘Lord, these men are unbelievers.’   Bear with them and wish them peace.  They shall before long know their error.  This would appear to promote peaceable conversion, apparently relying on Allah, or a Holy Spirit, to intervene.  Do not underestimate the effort, present-day, to successfully convert millions by attraction, not force.  Make no mistake …Islam is formidable.  Know your faith, practice discernment and speak out for Christ.  I reckon it a legitimate concern: how any of us will be made aware of our “error.” If the end game is conversion, and not free will, the “any means” paradigm may very well support it. Beware.

Text referring to Christ, in the Koran, further amplify specific differences, and aids us in focusing on areas of concern theologically speaking …

*  In the “Exordium” (or prologue) Allah is referred to as the “King of Judgment-day,” which sets the tone for this research in the far reaching shadow of terror.
*  19:29  Saying Mary was the sister of Aaron, “She (Mary) made a sign to them, pointing to the child (Jesus).  But they replied: ‘How can we speak with a babe in the cradle?’  Whereupon he spoke and said, ‘I am the servant of Allah.  He has given me the Gospel and ordained me a prophet.  His blessing is upon me wherever I go, and he has commanded me to be steadfast in prayer and to give alms to the poor as long as I shall live.  He has exhorted me to honour my mother and has purged me of my vanity and wickedness.  I was blessed on the day I was born, and blessed I shall be on the day of my death; and may peace be upon me on the day when I shall be raised to life.’  Such was Jesus, the son of Mary.  That is the whole truth, which they are unwilling to accept.  Allah forbid that He Himself should beget a son!  When He decrees a thing He need only say: ‘Be,’ and it is.  Allah is my Lord and your Lord; therefore serve Him.  That is the right path.  Yet the sects are divided concerning Jesus.  But when the fateful day arrives, woe to the unbelievers!   Their sight and hearing shall be sharpened on the day when they appear before Us.  Truly, the unbelievers are in the grossest error…”

Oddly enough, while Mohammed stresses that God needs no one, not a son, etc., He always refers to Himself as the plural, “We.”  I do not know exactly who this refers to, however, it may be a Holy Spirit and Gabriel, since a Holy Spirit is mentioned & Gabriel was the messenger to Mohammed.  It could also be a reference to the language in Genesis where God refers to Himself in the plural appearing to point to the pre-existent Trinity.  (Genesis 1:26 and also John 1:1) And, there is no support anywhere for the Christ Child speaking from the cradle.  More fiction, less scripture.  While this appears to be an effort not to completely strip Jesus of holy favor, later text does go on to repeatedly diminish Him without shame.

How could Jesus be no more than a mortal and yet speak from the cradle, in * 19:29? 

New Testament synoptic Gospels indicated no such record.
*  19:88   those who say: ‘The Lord of Mercy has begotten a son,’ preach a monstrous falsehood, at which the very heavens might crack, the earth break asunder, and the mountains crumble to dust. That they should ascribe a son to the Merciful, when it does not become Him to beget one!    

  Traditionally, regardless of how much we may appear to have in common, there are very disturbing separations between Christianity & Islam.  While much of it is a culturally correct platform to support the various stories, it is not a reality as we know it … much is a kind of cultural fiction … more of man making God in his own image rather than the other way around.  This is dangerous stuff in the hands of any highly militant and/or fundamentalist faction.

* 10:68  They say: ‘Allah has begotten a son.’ Allah forbid!  Self-sufficient is He.  He is all that the heavens and earth contain.  Surely for this you have no sanction.  Would you say of Allah what you do not know?  

Say: ‘Those who invent falsehood about Allah shall not triumph.  They may take their ease in this life, but to Us they shall in the end return, and We will sternly punish them for their unbelief.’
* 43:54  When Mary’s son is sited as an instance, your people laugh and say: ‘Is he better than our own gods?’  They cite him to you merely to provoke you.  Truly, they [Israel] are a contentious nation.
Jesus was no more than a mortal whom We favoured and made an example to the Israelites.  Had it been Our will We could have replaced you with angels to succeed you on the earth. He is a portent of the Hour of Doom.  Have no doubt about its coming and follow Me.  This is the right path:  let Satan not mislead you, for he is your sworn enemy.
Christ is the portent of doom, but not in the context we see here.  Satan is indeed the enemy. Christ is Lord and Savior, Son of God.

And when Jesus worked his miracles, he said, ‘I have to give you wisdom and to make plain to you some of * 43:64  the things about which you differ.  Fear Allah and follow me.  Allah is my Lord and your Lord:  therefore serve Him.  That is the right path.’
* 43:61 Yet the factions disagreed among themselves.  But when the Day of Judgement comes, woe to the wrongdoers, for they shall be sternly punished.

* 43:77  Say: ‘If the Lord of Mercy had a son, I would be the first to worship him.’  Exalted be the Lord of the heavens and the earth, the Lord of the Throne, above their falsehoods!  Let them blunder, let them play, until they face the day with which they are threatened.

Denial is a strong motivator …more so in the stark light of truth.

* 42:13  He has ordained for men the faith He has revealed to you and formerly enjoined on Noah and Abraham, on Moses and Jesus, saying: ‘Observe this Faith and be united in it.’  But that to which you call them is unacceptable to the idolaters.  Allah chooses for it whom He will, and guides to it those that repent.

* 17:111  Pray neither too loud a voice nor in silence, but seek between these extremes a middle course, Say: ‘Praise be to Allah who has never begotten a son; who has no partner in His kingdom; who needs none to defend Him from humiliation.’  Proclaim His greatness.
Using New Testament Scripture this sounds very much in keeping with Christ’s suggestion that we need to keep our prayer lives private, and all things in moderation.  Mohammed, however, uses this opportunity to again create separation.

Matthew 6:5   "Whenever you pray, you must not be like the hypocrites, because they love to pray standing in the synagogues and on the street corners to be seen by people. I assure you: They've got their reward!

6:6  But when you pray, go into your private room, shut your door, and pray to your Father who is in secret. And your Father who sees in secret will reward you.

6:7  When you pray, don't babble like the idolaters, since they imagine they'll be heard for their many words.

6:8  Don't be like them, because your Father knows the things you need before you ask Him.

* 112:1  Say: ‘Allah is one, the Eternal God.  He begot none, nor was He begotten.  None is equal to Him.’

The Torah also says the same, but this is not where it ends.  It is fulfilled in the New Testament through the sacrifice of Christ on the cross.

39:44  Say:  ‘Intercession is wholly in the hands of Allah.  His is the kingdom of the heavens and the earth.  To Him you shall be recalled.’

True:  Intercession was always and wholly in the hands of God, yet it pierced the hands of His Son through and through.  It was Christ’s own decision to take personal responsibility for our sin debt … He atoned for us by willingly giving the gift of His perfect life.  God did not make that decision … He could not.

* 33:5  We made a covenant with you as We did with the other prophets; with Noah and Abraham, with Moses and Jesus, son of Mary.  A solemn covenant We made with them, so that Allah might question the truthful about their truthfulness.  But for the unbelievers He has prepared a woeful punishment.  (See * 42-13 above) 

As it is evident in this passage, Jesus is grouped with other holy men and prophets, but not regarded above them.  It would seem that Abraham & Noah might be placed above Christ due to nothing more than chronological placement in the verse, and in the Torah, as well as sheer number of times they are referred to in the Koran.  Oddly enough, it would seem to indicate that Judaism and Islam have more in common than either of them with Christianity.  This would be due to the sheer quantity and quality of the vehemence that is the denial of Jesus Christ as the only begotten Son of God.  With that being said, there are the blatant borrowings from Christ’s New Testament sayings, such as 

* 41:30 (“Requite evil with good, and he who is your enemy will become your dearest friend.”),

Mat 5:43  "You have heard that it was said, Love your neighbor and hate your enemy.

5:44  But I tell you, love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you,

5:45  so that you may be sons of your Father in heaven.

 * 40:1 (“Every nation strove to kill their apostle, seeking with false arguments to refute the truth; …”and 

GOT 31)  Jesus said, “No prophet is accepted in his own village; no physician heals those who know him.”  (5:pg 5 Gospel of Thomas)  

I am using this strictly as an independent corroboration … that what Mohammed used existed over 500 years prior to his revelation, and suggest that he borrowed, was not revealed to.

* 7:38 (“…; nor shall they enter the gates of Paradise until a camel shall pass through the eye of a needle.”). 

Matthew 19:23  Then Jesus said to His disciples, "I assure you: It will be hard for a rich person to enter the kingdom of heaven!

19:24  Again I tell you, it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich person to enter the kingdom of God."
19:25  When the disciples heard this, they were utterly astonished and asked, "Then who can be saved?" 

19:26  But Jesus looked at them and said, "With men this is impossible, but with God all things are possible."
* 16:116  We have forbidden the Jews the foods We have already enumerated.  We never wronged them, but they wronged themselves.

* 9:30  The Jews say Ezra is the son of Allah [no supporting text in Judaic teachings], while the Christians say the Messiah is the son of Allah.  Such are their assertions, by which they imitate the infidels of old.  Allah confound them!  How perverse they are!   

They worship their rabbis and their monks, and the Messiah the son of Mary, as gods besides Allah; though they were ordered to serve one God only.  There is no god but Him.  Exalted be He above those whom they deify beside Him.

It is He who has sent forth His apostle with guidance and the true faith to make it triumphant over all religions, however much the idolaters may dislike it. 

* 2:47  Children of Israel, remember the blessing I have bestowed on you, and that I have exalted you above the nations.
Yes, and what about the nations to the East?  This would appear to be contradictory to the continued conflict with the Nation of Israel and her allies.  The conflict continues because I believe that it is God’s will … and, when His will is satisfied the friction in the region will subside, and not before.  Our efforts only forestall the inevitable.

* 2:61  Believers, Jews, Christians, and Sabaeans – whoever believes in Allah and the Last Day and does what is right – shall be rewarded by their Lord; they have nothing to fear or to regret.
* 2:86  To Moses We gave the scriptures and after him We sent other apostles.  We gave Jesus  the son of Mary veritable signs and strengthened him with the Holy Spirit.  Will you then scorn each apostle whose message does not suit your fancies, charging some with imposture and slaying others?

What is the “We” noted here?  This also appears to contradict the notion of God acting alone.   

* 2:111  They declare: ‘None but Jews and Christians shall be admitted to paradise.’  Such are their wishful fancies.
The Jews say the Christians are misguided, and the Christians say it is the Jews who are misguided.  Yet they both read the scriptures.  And the pagans say the same of both.  Allah will judge their disputes on the Day of Resurrection.

This is an interesting point.

* 2:115  They say:  ‘Allah has begotten a son.’  Allah forbid!
* 2:119  You will please neither the Christians nor the Jews unless you follow their faith.  Say: ‘The guidance of Allah is the only guidance.’
*  2:139  Say: ‘We believe in Allah and that which is revealed to us; in what was revealed to Abraham, Ishmael, Isaac, Jacob, and the tribes; to Moses and Jesus and the other prophets by their Lord.  We make no distinction amongst any of them, and to Allah we have surrendered ourselves.’
* 2:156  Your [Islam’s] God is one God.  There is no god but Him.  He is the Compassionate, the Merciful.
* 2:190  Fight for the sake of Allah those that fight against you, but do not attack them first.

A kinder, gentler side to what is often viewed as a particularly bloody approach to faith conversion.  A ‘common sense” approach, yes, but not a case of “turning the other cheek.”  Maybe these subtle differences speak loudest.  And what constitutes an attack?  Is it physical, verbal or inferred offense … or a combination of them?  The lack of definition makes it all but impossible to prevent or preempt.  That may be the intent … to allow no quarter.

* 4:154  They denied the truth and uttered a monstrous falsehood against Mary.  They declared: ‘we have put to death the Messiah Jesus the son of Mary, the apostle of Allah.’  They did not kill him, nor did the crucify him, but they thought they did.

This resonates with the words found in 

Matthew 28:11-15  Now while they were on their way, some of the guard came into the city and reported to the chief priests all that happened.  And when they had assembled with the elders and consulted together, they gave a large sum of money to the soldiers, and said, “You are to say, ‘His disciples came by night and stole Him away while we were asleep.’  And if this should come to the governor’s ears, we will win him over and keep you out of trouble.”  And they took the money and did as they were instructed; and this story was widely spread among the Jews, and is to this day.

As well, it appears to be [widely] held, based on book or thesis titles listed in the back of The Teachings of Islam by Hazrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad (written 1896 and published by Tabshir Books in 1910) that Jesus was taken down from the cross alive, wounds nursed  and thereafter a trek to India where He died at an old age. Mohammed was as taken in as the rest of the Jews by “dis-information” intentionally spread to subvert the Kingship of Jesus Christ.  This “de-throning” is extremely frustrating in light of all the corroborating evidence, both historical and synoptic, as well as prophetic.  One sentence is all it requires if your mind is made up … you won’t be confused by the facts … Satan will see to that.

  4:154 (continued)  Those that disagreed about him [Jesus] were in doubt concerning his death, for what they knew about it  was sheer conjecture; they were not sure that they had slain him.  Allah lifted him up to His presence; He is mighty and wise.  There is none among the People of the Book but will believe in him before his death; and on the Day of Resurrection he will be a witness against them.  

These two aspects of the same verse do not appear to support one another.  They sound contradictory at worst, a co-mingling of theology at best.  The issue appears to be more a conflict with the Jews rather than Christ’s divinity. However, the issue is very clearly stated in previous verse.  To further illustrate this apparent conflict with the Jewish state (which carries over to the present day, and may provide support for the kind of dialogue we are experiencing in the world arena), please see the following …

* 4:159 Because of their iniquity, We forbade the Jews good things which were formerly allowed the; because time after time they have debarred others from the path of Allah; because they practice usury - although they were forbidden it – and cheat others of their possessions.                                              

This sounds like the very wording that has been used as justification to perpetrate wholesale slaughter of the Jews in the 1940’s.  And also would appear to promote stereotypes, much like the [bad] information disseminated by the Roman guards for money (in Matthew 28).

And, it also is similar to the scene where Christ drove the moneychangers from the Temple.  

* 4:171  The Messiah, Jesus the son of Mary, was no more than Allah’s apostle and His word which He conveyed to Mary:  a spirit from Him.  So believe in Allah and His apostles and do not say: ‘Three.’  Forbear, and it shall be better for you.  Allah is but one God.  Allah forbid that He should have a son! 
* 4:172  The Messiah does not disdain to be a servant of Allah, nor do the angels who are nearest to Him.

Yet again, apparent conflict about Jesus the Christ’s status in the eyes of man and God.

* 5:9,13-14  Allah made a covenant with the Israelites and raised among them twelve chieftains.  He said, ‘I shall be with you.  If you attend to your prayers and pay the alms- tax; if you believe in My apostles and assist them and give Allah a generous loan, I shall forgive you your sins and admit you to gardens watered by running streams.  But he that hereafter denies Me shall stray from the right path! 

But because they broke their covenant We laid on them Our curse and hardened their hearts.  They have perverted the words of the Scriptures and forgotten much of what they were enjoined.  You will ever find them deceitful, except for a few of them.  But pardon them and bear with them.  Allah loves the righteous.
With those who said they were Christians We made a covenant also, but they too have forgotten much of what they were enjoined.  Therefore We stirred among them enmity and hatred, which shall endure till the Day of Resurrection, when Allah will declare to them all that they have done.

And again, the distinction is made clear, and punishment for unbelievers is about being Jewish and/or Christian, not pagans or blatant, unrepentant sinners.  The punishment is apparently God-directed infighting, hatred, and general intolerance.  This is not the God I personally know and relate to.  If this is the basis for the original calling of Saul of Tarsus, who later was blinded on the road to Damascus, it is odd that he (Saul/Paul) would find repentance at the hand of Christ, the Son of God, who Gabriel apparently denies in his revelation to Mohammed. However, this cannot be proven, as no corroborating documentation exists ... it is Mohammed’s word against the extensive corroboration of the Bible as well as historical writers like Josephus.  Why then the change from a Jewish inquisitor to a peaceful mentor (Paul) directing various upstart churches in post-resurrection 1st century Christendom?  No shortage of hatred in either the 6th century or the 21st.  Yet, it should be noted that hatred is not one of the tenets used to prove the existence of God, unless an inverse hypothesis is offered up that would utilize physics for its framing.  This thesis would be supported by cosmic laws as demonstrated in the sub-atomic structure, i.e. if there is a negative particle found then it necessarily follows that there would have to exist a corresponding positive particle, etc.  Using theological terms then, if there is a Satan (negative particle) then it follows that there must be a God (positive particle) or we deny the inherent balance of the universal laws of physics.  I doubt this was the notion being put forth, however, it would go a long way toward proving the existence of Satan and his misdirection.  

* 5:17  Unbelievers are those who declare: ‘Allah is the Messiah, the son of Mary.’  Say:  ‘Who could prevent Allah from destroying the Messiah, the son of Mary, together with his mother and all the people of the earth?    
God, of course, cannot destroy Himself as is suggested above.  We have seen what happens to unbelievers at the hands of the faithful.  What really motivates fanatic believers to destroy unbelievers?  Presumably a reward, which means that there is the perception that great works result in greater reward.  This is a works-based faith.

The Jews and Christians say: ‘We are the children of Allah and His loved ones.’  Say:     ‘Why then does He punish you for your sins? …’

This is presumably rhetorical, as it is well known that ALL sinners are punished for their sins, i.e. there are consequences for one’s decision making and the ensuing activity.  No one is so transcendent that he or she could sidestep our “fallen nature.”  Without Christ’s intercession, there is no opportunity; we alone are not worthy.  Works will not suffice.

5:45  After those prophets We sent forth Jesus, the son of Mary, confirming the Torah already revealed, and gave him the Gospel, in which there is guidance and light, corroborating that which was revealed before it in the Torah, a guide and an admonition to the righteous.  Therefore let the followers of the Gospel judge in accordance with what Allah has revealed therein.  Evil-doers are those that do not base their judgments on Allah’s revelations.

This passage seems to be more convoluted, rather than less, and continues to raise up Christ while denying his message and His place in the Trinity.  Note the constant reference to Jesus Christ as “son of Mary,” not Son of God.  Are followers of Christian Gospel the evildoers who do not adhere to Allah’s revelation?  Much attention to a Gospel of no consequence … “much ado about nothing,’ or ‘thou dost protesteth too much,” in Shakespearean language.  Why so much attention paid to something of no weight?  This is a direct denial; an effort to set Islam apart from its roots.  In no way is it a Godly method of creating common theology or common cause.  This is where the jihad begins, because this “religion” is actually a world-based, man-made, politically motivated, vision mounted on the moral framework of the Torah. Yet Islam denies those whose culture the belief was drawn from. This faith was created to provide more unity and stability in what was a very fractured Middle Eastern culture.  It has done just that with a vengeance, and at the expense of so many souls.

* 5:49  Believers, take neither Jews nor Christians for your friends.  They are friends with one another.  Whoever of you seeks their friendship, shall become one of their number.  Allah does not guide the wrongdoers.

What kind of a divisive message is this?  To say that Islam is a friendly, tolerant force among us assumes that its followers only take that which is politically correct and discard the rest.  I do not believe this is how it works, any more than it would be acceptable to take our own Christian scripture out of context to fill the bill of situation ethics or political correctness.  We must not find ourselves mislead by the assumption that these believers have our best interests in mind.  Their interest is conversion and virtual elimination of alternate faiths.  While we can coexist do not be deceived into believing that Muslims do not have an agenda.  They are strong and they are committed.  In the past they have used force, as have Christians.  Neither faith can stand proudly and proclaim that as success. 

* 5:70  Unbelievers are those who say: ‘Allah is the Messiah, the son of Mary.’  For the Messiah himself said: ‘Children of Israel, serve Allah, my Lord and your Lord.”  He that worships other gods besides Allah shall be forbidden paradise and shall be cast into the fire of Hell.
Unbelievers are those who say: ‘Allah is one of three.’  There is but one God.  If they do not desist from so saying, those of them that disbelieve shall be sternly punished.  Will they not turn to Allah in repentance and seek forgiveness of Him?

The Messiah, the son of Mary, was no more than an apostle: other apostles passed away before him.  His mother was a saintly woman.  They both ate earthly food.

So, in this passage, Christ is not even elevated to the level of prophet, but an apostle in the same vein as the apostles Paul, Peter, Philip, Thomas, etc.  This is not intended to be demeaning, but to add perspective.  He is again dethroned by reference and inference. 

* 5:76 Those of the Israelites who disbelieved were cursed by David and Jesus, the son a Mary:  they cursed them because they rebelled and committed evil, and never restrained one another from wrong-doing.  Evil were their deeds. 

I’m not aware of the intended connection here between David and Jesus, except the noted prophecy regarding the lineage of the house of David.  I believe it is yet another ploy to put Christ in the company of mortals in a continuing effort to make a statement about His deification, or lack of such.  This is a point being driven home with a hammer.  The point is taken … the point is absolutely wrong. 

* 5:82  You will find the most implacable of men in their enmity to the faithful are the Jews and the pagans, and that the nearest in affection to them are those who say: ‘We are Christians.’  
Putting Jews and Christians in the company of pagans.  Another reason to foster “enmity” (hatred) against them.  This appears to be intended despite other text to the contrary.

* 5:110  Allah will say:  ‘Jesus, son of Mary, remember the favour I have bestowed on you and on your mother: how I strengthened you with the Holy Spirit, so that you preached to men in your cradle and in the prime of manhood; how I instructed you in the Scriptures and in wisdom, in the Torah and in the Gospel; how by My leave you fashioned from clay the likeness of a bird and breathed into it so that, by My leave, you healed the blind man and the leper, and by My leave, restored the dead to life; how I protected you from the Israelites when you brought them veritable signs:  when the unbelievers among them said: “This is nothing but plain magic;” how when I enjoined the disciples to believe in Me and My apostle they replied:  “We believe; bear witness that we submit to you utterly.”’

* 5:112  ‘Jesus, son of Mary,’ said the disciples, ‘can Allah send down to us from heaven a table spread with food?’  He replied:  ‘Have fear of Allah, if you are true believers.’  

Bait and switch.

* 5:113  ‘We wish to eat of it,’ they said, ‘so that we may reassure our hearts and know that what you said to us is true, and that we may be witnesses of it.’  

‘Lord,’ said Jesus, the son of Mary, ‘send to us from heaven a table spread with food, that it may mark a feast for us and for those that will come after us: a sign from You.  Give us our sustenance; You are the best giver.’

Allah replied: ‘I am sending one to you.  But whoever of you disbelieves hereafter shall be punished as no man has ever been punished.’

Allah will say: ‘Jesus, son of Mary, did you ever say to mankind: “Worship me and my mother as gods beside Allah?”

‘Glory to You,’ he will answer, ‘how could I say that to which I have no right?  If I had ever said so, You would have surely known it.  You know what is in my mind, but I cannot tell what is in Yours.  You alone know what is hidden.  I spoke to them of nothing except what You bade me.  I said: “Serve Allah, my Lord and your Lord.”  I watched over them whilst living in their midst, and ever since You took me to You, You Yourself have been watching over them.  You are the witness of all things.  They are your own bondsmen: it is for You to punish or to forgive them.  You are the Mighty, the Wise One.’

Both faiths in the extreme have taken it upon themselves to forgive and punish.  It is truly God’s place, no other.

Unfortunately, this dialogue is fiction at its very best, a gross misdirection of the faithful at its worst.  The language is not in any way consistent with other translations, certainly not of the Jesus genre, as it has been articulated in either the Synoptic or the Thomas Gospels.  False scripture has been developed to support a non-existent tradition.  I know of no tradition that incorporates this passage in its canon.  It reverses the whole of who Christ is, and what He came to accomplish.  Notice the recurrent “son of Mary” phrasing that blatantly denies Christ’s rightful place as Son of God, Son of Man.  Leaves no room for misinterpretation.

* 3:45  The angels said to Mary:  ‘Allah bids you rejoice in a Word from Him.  His name is the Messiah, Jesus the son of Mary.  He shall be a noble in this world and in the next, and shall be favoured by Allah.  He shall preach to men in his cradle, and in the prime of manhood, and shall lead a righteous life.’
 ‘Lord,’ she said, ‘how can I bear a child when no man has touched me?’  

He replied:  ‘Such is the will of Allah.  He creates whom He will.  When He decrees a thing He need only say: “Be,” and it is.  He will instruct him in the Scriptures and in wisdom, in the Torah and in the Gospel, and send him forth as an apostle to the Israelites.  

This is extracting, or taking out of contest.  It is also a paste-up of various Scripture and recollection.

* 3:49  He will say: ‘I bring you a sign from your Lord.  From clay I will make you the likeness of a bird.  I shall breathe into it and, by Allah’s leave, it shall become a living bird.  By Allah’s leave I shall give sight to the blind man, heal the leper, and raise the dead to life.  I shall tell you what to eat and what to store up in your houses.  Surely that will be a sign for you, if you are true believers.  I come to confirm the Torah that has already been revealed and to make lawful to you some of the things you are forbidden.  I bring you a sign from your Lord:  therefore fear Him and obey me.  Allah is my God and your God:  therefore serve Him.  That is the straight path.’”   

When Jesus observed that they had no faith, he said: ‘Who will help me in the cause of Allah?’  

The disciples replied: ‘We are the helpers of Allah.  We believe in Him.  Bear witness that we have surrendered ourselves to Him.  Lord, we believe in Your revelations and follow Your apostle.  Count us among Your witnesses.’

* 3:55  They plotted, and Allah plotted.  Allah is the supreme plotter.  He said: ‘Jesus, I am about to cause you to die and lift you up to Me.  I shall take you away from the unbelievers and exalt your followers above them till the Day of Resurrection.  Then to Me you shall all return and I shall judge your disputes. 

Say what?

 * 3:56  The unbelievers shall be sternly punished in this world and in the world to come:  there shall be none to help them.  As for those that have faith and do good works, they shall be given their reward in full.  Allah does not love the evil-doers.’
This revelation, and this wise admonition, We recite to you.  Jesus is like Adam in the sight of Allah.  He created him of dust and then said to him: ‘Be,’ and he was. 

There is a very fine line being drawn between the attributes of Christ, as a chosen apostle (with powers well beyond anything Mohammed was ever alleged to have possessed), and that of a common messenger.  It seems that this identity fluctuates as required … a kind of situation ethics.  When is the Messiah not the Messiah?  When an author decides it … when a man distorts the truth for his own purposes.  It appears that Mohammed, in fact, struggled with Christ’s identity throughout the writing of the Koran.  His revelations are inconsistent … depicting Christ as a mere man that Allah forbade any supernatural attributes be ascribed to, Him speaking from the cradle, and creating life out of clay, as well as healing and raising individuals from the dead.  Mohammed stopped just short of the truth and robbed a culture and countless generations of heaven’s eternal riches.  The New Testament is all but ignored, which is Christ’s recorded legacy, and fulfillment of the Law ... a fulfillment heralded in countless prophecies originating from the Old Testament.  Who is the We recorded in Genesis if not the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit?  Unless one accepts Christ, one can never be acceptable to God under the law, thus grace and Christ’s sacrifice on the cross. There are constant references to punishment, which again hark back to works under the law, not grace.   Note that strict secular law is critical to maintaining the faith in Islamic culture.  If you don’t trust your flock to make appropriate decisions, then the only recourse is to eliminate it altogether.  Spiritual imprisonment is not the way of faithful decision-making, but the way of fear and coercion.  Only God has control.  All else is illusion.     

And while I agree that the Arabic culture is descendant from Ishmael, son of Abraham, whom the Muslims hold in highest esteem (which carries its own special burden if read in context), the truth does not end there nor does it vindicate current Islamic belief systems.  It does, however, paint a clearer picture from an historical perspective. As one of the twelve tribes (all believers are spiritual descendents) we are identified more by our choices than by our heritage or geography.  History is just that … either it serves you or you serve it.  A third choice is to distort it.  

History cannot save you from poor decision-making.  Just ask David.  He was dearly loved by God, but paid the highest price for disobedience.  So do we all.   Being descended from any one person or clan will not save you … only salvation through the shed blood of Jesus Christ can do that.  Ignore it at your peril.  Scoff if you may.  Shout intolerance if you must.  But know that there is only one truth, and it is in the person of Jesus Christ, Son of God.  There is only one road, and it is narrow, and it is spattered with the Lamb’s sacrificial blood.  It is a matter of faith.  It is a matter of eternity.

  * 6:12  And in Mary, Imran’s daughter, who preserved her chastity and into whose womb We breathed of Our spirit; who put her trust in the words of her Lord and His scriptures and was truly devout.
Certainly, much of what this document says will be looked upon as unkind and possibly inflammatory.  However, the truth was not popular in Jesus’ day, the days before or the days since.  As set forth in the preface, all of the text was taken verbatim from the Koran and given fair play.  It is what it is, and it is not of Christ.  He has been diminished and set aside as a misguided, but loved, apostle.  Mohammed doesn’t know what to do with Him, so he tells many stories, many unflattering and contradictory.  But, as the following Biblical verses espouse, decision-making has eternal consequences, and Christ saw it coming.  Are we willing to fight the good fight, even if it means taking sides?  There is no time like the present … it may very well be all we have.  

In Closing, the following is what Christ said.  The burning question is … “Who is the author of your faith?”  We must all, as followers of Jesus Christ, make a specific choice about whether we choose the path of our Savior (accepting the mantle of infidel) or whether we go by the broad path to be politically correct, thereby caving to the demands of the world.  This is not a call to be mean, to profile or malign.  It is absolutely the time to choose your path in the storm of storms.  It is the end of days, and like it or not … You will serve somebody, as Bob Dylan admonished.  But who?  It is not whether God is on your side, but more importantly, whose side are you on?

The Spirit of Truth will testify.  Satan will prosecute.  Amen.

Many thanks to my good friend, and brother in Christ, Kevin B., for assembling the following as evidence of, and support for, the “narrow” approach  …

JOHN 14: 6, 7 

Jesus answered, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me. If you really knew me, you would know my Father as well. From now on, you do know him and have seen him.” 

JOHN 14: 15-18 

“If you love me, you will obey what I command. And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Counselor to be with you forever-- the Spirit of truth. The world cannot accept him, because it neither sees him nor knows him. But you know him, for he lives with you and will be in you. I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you.” 

JOHN 15: 18-27 

“If the world hates you, keep in mind that it hated me first. If you belonged to the world, it would love you as its own. As it is, you do not belong to the world, but I have chosen you out of the world. That is why the world hates you. Remember the words I spoke to you: 'No servant is greater than his master.' If they persecuted me, they will persecute you also. If they obeyed my teaching, they will obey yours also. They will treat you this way because of my name, for they do not know the One who sent me. If I had not come and spoken to them, they would not be guilty of sin. Now, however, they have no excuse for their sin. He who hates me hates my Father as well. If I had not done among them what no one else did, they would not be guilty of sin. But now they have seen these miracles, and yet they have hated both me and my Father.  But this is to fulfill what is written in their Law: ‘They hate me without reason.’ 

When the Counselor comes, whom I will send to you from the Father, the Spirit of truth who goes out from the Father, he will testify about me. And you also must testify, for you have been with me from the beginning.” 

JOHN 16: 1-4 

“All this I have told you so that you will not go astray. They will put you out of the synagogue; in fact, a time is coming when anyone who kills you will think he is offering a service to God. They will do such things because they have not known the Father or me. I have told you this, so that when the time comes you will remember that I warned you. I did not tell you this at first because I was with you.” 

CD6  e-Sword  Holman Standard Translation

The Koran; copyright 1956, Penguin Classics

Kevin B’s translation not identified but probably NKJV or similar
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