Irreducible Complexity

Genesis 1:29   God also said, "Look, I have given you every seed-bearing plant on the surface of the entire earth, and every tree whose fruit contains seed. This food will be for you, 

1:30   for all the wildlife of the earth, for every bird of the sky, and for every creature that crawls on the earth--everything having the breath of life in it. I have given every green plant for food." And it was so. 

1:31   God saw all that He had made, and it was very good. Evening came, and then morning: the sixth day. 

2:1   So the heavens and the earth and everything in them were completed. 

2:2   By the seventh day, God completed His work that He had done, and He rested on the seventh day from all His work that He had done. 

Hebrew Scripture tells us that God created all things. Not a few things, but all things.  The alternatives are: either He did this or the Old Testament is telling an ancient, and widely believed, fairytale. For each of us this requires a conscious decision to believe or not to believe.  Faith is not a vague feeling, or a warm fuzzy, as such things have been labeled in the world of group hugs and new age philosophies.  It absolutely cannot be a guess because our eternal lives depend upon it.  

Do you believe God did it, or did we crawl ever so slowly out of the primordial ooze sprouting arms and legs, and developing a large brain as we put one fin, I mean one foot, in front of the other?

Thus my segue into the debate surrounding  “Irreducible Complexity” which says in essence … A single system which is composed of several interacting parts that contribute to the basic function, and where the removal of any one of the parts causes the system to effectively cease functioning.  (Behe from Darwin’s Black Box, pg. 9)

To further the confusion:  This is the theory or hypothesis that supports the concept of an intelligent Creator.  The idea revolves around the notion that below a specific level of complexity certain mechanisms will not operate without all of the required biological components.  This is intended to refute the Darwinian theory of evolution by presupposing that any component below the required level of complexity would prevent the mechanism from operating … and that natural selection would not favor an element that had no useful purpose on its own merit.  Thus an intelligence would have had to have brought all components together simultaneously in a burst of creation rather than a single element at a time over many generations of selective activity. 

Though often dismissed, this makes the argument of the “cosmic watchmaker,” or the teleological apologetic.  It effectively says that if there is a watch, there must be a watchmaker.  Things do not spring from nothing, therefore they must spring from something.  We choose to call that “something” God.

Some examples of the appropriately complex and irreducible would be the first amino acids, blood clotting, and the eye.  Can you think of others?

Why does faith require a stronger position than outright disbelief?  

Is the argument of faith a cop out?

