In the Flesh

If you are a Christian who is walking in the Spirit, then you have in reality died with Jesus and your life is hidden with Christ in God.  How do you react when someone harms you or mistreats you?  Are you quick to defend yourself?  If so, that’s one sign that you may be living in the flesh. 

Does it offend you when someone talks or writes negatively about your nation?  If so, you are walking in the flesh.  The fundamental principles Jesus taught in the spirit of love are not present in your life.  The words our Lord spoke are not outmoded, neither are they invalid: “But I say unto you, bless them that curse you, do good to them that hate you, and pray for them that despitefully use you and persecute you.” (Matthew 5:44)  

Fanatical nationalism camouflaged as patriotism is one of the most successful tools Satan uses in the Church, particularly in the United States.

(From the book Preparing for the Mark of the Beast by Arno Froese; c. 2006; published by Midnight Call Ministries; pg 68-9)

Romans 7:19   For I fail to practice the good deeds I desire to do, but the evil deeds I do not desire to do are what I am [ever] doing.  (47B;pg 1030)

So Paul tells us that a battle is being waged within us as well as the greater battle that is all around us.  We are permeated with the struggle to align ourselves with the Spirit because our temptation in the flesh is strong.  Believers see it for what it is, and understand the battle, while unbelievers call it other things in an effort to rationalize their actions. Christians, by the way still make excuses about behaviors, but they know the difference.  Denial is a powerful motivator, and we all too casually refer to our motivation as the status quo, social Darwinism, situation ethics, cultural dynamic, etc. But rarely is its author recognized for the manipulator that he is:  Satan.

I like what Arno Froese says in the excerpt above because it actually spells out what Paul alluded to more general terms.  Often when we read this kind of condemnation we like to excuse ourselves, however if we are honest it is a daily struggle that requires constant vigilance.  If Paul fell short, then you know that we, being no better, fall considerably short.  This doesn’t mean that we are “bad” but that we are afflicted with sin, and it is not cured until heaven.  We need to do our best to practice preventative medicine and to work on keeping this in remission to the extent we are able.  My advice:  pray for forgiveness often, don’t attempt to go it alone, and really try not to make the same mistake twice. 

1.) Are you more often living in the flesh or walking in the Spirit?  Are you aware of the battle for your soul?  Whose voice is loudest?

2.) How have you rationalized your past or present behaviors? (We all have, so don’t be shy.) 

3.) Do you see how Paul almost creates a balance sheet for checking behaviors?  How would your sheet look … balanced or lopsided?  This is also the basis for the sins of omission and commission

4.) How difficult is it for you to practice Matthew 5:44?  Note: I have found it very difficult in corporate life, but less so as I spend time in God’s company.

5.) Where do you see fanatical nationalism drowning out God’s voice in the world? 

