Ideas to keep in mind as we proceed

· This process, and our lives, are to be centered on Christ, and Christ alone.  Therefore it is about Him and not us.  He is to be glorified.

· My support is, as a Stephen Minister, and by definition, temporary in order to allow the families and the tribe to heal from current & past perceived injury, and to heal itself going forward.

· I do not take any responsibility for outcomes … the tribe is wholly responsible for that aspect.

· Face to face dialogue is critical to communicating and understanding.  Whenever possible, the parties involved will speak to one another in an effort to confront and inform the perceived victim and his or her accuser.

· The past cannot be used to convict anyone of current perceived wrongdoing.  While it obviously has bearing, there is no way to turn back time to correct past wrongs.

· No one individual or group has the complete story on any issue.

· Present anger and fingerpointing is a result of personal self-doubt and self-directed anger.  That only fuels an already tense situation.

· Perception is our personal reality.  It is not an objective view.

· No one can speak for another with complete authority.

· No one in the tribe has control.  That is the place of God.

· Damaging another person is not gain.

· There are the feelings you feel and then there are the root causes … usually it is based in insecurity.  

· Express, share and listen.

· Trust and accept.

· Prayer is the strongest weapon you possess; the second is communication.

The Holy Bible, New International Version. Pradis CD-ROM:Pr 22:10. 
Pr 22:10 Drive out the mocker, and out goes strife; quarrels and insults are ended. b  

In other words … Take out the individual who thrives on discontent, and the control it provides, and the arguments will end; difficulty communicating and the insults born out of personal frustration will also stop. 

· Yelling and screaming, threats and animated attacks will not be of any value; they will set the process back.

· Self-esteem issues are the most widely recognized obstacles to conducting healthy relationships.  

There is more but this will do to begin with.  In your quiet moments I think you can fill in rest of the blanks.

The Holy Bible, New International Version. Pradis CD-ROM:Mt 10:12. 
Mt 10:12 As you enter the home, give it your greeting. i   

Mt 10:13 If the home is deserving, let your peace rest on it; if it is not, let your peace return to you.  

Mt 10:14 If anyone will not welcome you or listen to your words, shake the dust off your feet j  when you leave that home or town.
Essentially, if anyone in the tribe is not willing to receive help, then there is very little I, or any of us, can do but pray for the intervention of the Holy Spirit.  An unwilling heart is a choice we cannot personally override unless God wills it … and He rarely makes us accept something we choose not to.   Keep in mind that what you do, on the average, affects 10 other individuals.  We do not live in a vacuum.

