How responsible are we?

Are we really responsible for the consequences of those who do not follow our suggestions or intentionally reject our overtures and admonition?

What if we witness to someone over a period of time and they roundly reject our beliefs in God and our prayers for their well-being, and, even though we are unrelenting in the face of rejection, we occasionally find ourselves in conflict and outright argument.  While there are occasional glimmers of hope our efforts go essentially unrewarded … the individual finally succeeds in committing suicide.

Are we responsible for that individual’s rejection of our witness, and their choice to do the unthinkable?

No.  The individual has engaged in free will.  If he or she is disabled or insane, then we must rely on God’s mercy ...  the same tender mercy that He provides for children and the incompetent. 

We are responsible for planting seeds no matter how poor the soil appears, no matter how strong the resistance.  For that we are responsible.  The Holy Spirit is completely able to do the rest.  On that we can rest assured. We are, however, required to persist even in the face of rejection.  

Luke 10:16  “The one who listens to you listens to Me, and the one who rejects you rejects Me; and he who rejects Me rejects the One who sent Me.”  (13B;pg 1364) 


Listen

Strong's Number: 191 
Transliterated: akouo 

Phonetic: ak-oo'-o 

Text:  a primary verb; to hear (in various senses): --give (in the) audience (of), come (to the ears), ([shall]) hear(-er, -ken), be noised, be reported, understand.  (5CD)

Proverbs 14:5   A fool rejects his father’s discipline.  (13B;pg 854) 

Reject

Strong's Number: 5006 

Transliterated: na'ats 
Phonetic: naw-ats' 

Text:  a primitive root; to scorn; or (Ecclesiastes 12:5) by interchange for 5132, to bloom: --abhor, (give occasion to) blaspheme, contemn, despise, flourish, X great, provoke.  (5CD)

