How did you start your New Year?

This isn’t a trick question, and it really does make a difference.  Unlike resolutions, this will have an impact well beyond January.  It sets the tone for how you live, and cannot be simply retracted when it becomes difficult or inconvenient.  This is not something you do, but is indicative of whose you are … more importantly, what you are made of ... made of spiritually.

Let me be clear:  this is not about the legalisms of doing or practice, but is significant in what that action suggests about priority and condition of the heart.

Taking liberties with Joshua, I’ll put it like this, “As for me and my wife, we will serve the Lord by taking communion, as the first act of the New Year, to sanctify and seal the year for God’s work and His perfect will.”

And that is exactly what we did.  After a kiss at midnight we took communion to set the tone for the balance of the year.  

Now, ask yourself if what you did, or did not do to bring in the New Year, is critical to how the year unfolds? What consequences should you expect?  Will you be satisfied with the outcome in December?  Since this is very personal, and because only you can answer the question, ask yourself if you dare, how are you going to alter the direction of the path you are currently on? What will you change, if anything?  And, if you do nothing what difference will that make in your life and in the lives you touch?

Don’t merely resolve; commit; seek God’s grace through Jesus Christ!

1Peter 5:6-7   Humble yourselves therefore under the mighty hand of God, so that He may exalt you in due time, casting all your care upon Him, because He cares about you.

Proverbs 24:10   If you do nothing in a difficult time, your strength is limited.  (eSword; copyright 2005, Holman translation)
1.) Did you make a New Year’s resolution?

2.) Do you expect to keep your resolution?  Why or why not?

3.) How will you serve the Lord this year? 

4.) What does 1 Peter tell you?  How does it speak to your heart?

5.) Is your strength in the Lord?  Does Proverbs give you a new perspective?

