Holier than thou

"Holier than thou": sanctimonious, arrogant, superior, smug … 

It is a phrase we use with a supremely negative connotation, and generally it is applied as a snide or deriding remark about someone who believes, or appears to believe, that [he] is better informed or above reproach … just better than the rest of us. Sadly, it is often how we inwardly feel about most of those around us when it comes to our Christian faith.  It’s as though the best informed wins, and while some are better informed than others there is no way we can all spend the same amount of time, or cultivate the level of interest to delve as deeply.  We are called differently; our gifts vary according to His need. 

I personally tend to be less comfortable when I am in the presence of folks who [I imagine] have a strong and learned background in the church.  It isn’t a matter of being humble, but a belief that others also spend significant time in the Word, and that I am not that unique.  For me it is more along the lines of “I am so much less holy than thou,” and unfairly projecting my lack of confidence.  I generally worry about whether I am making a difference.  (That may be why I harp on works as a poor measure of an individual’s value.)  However, it is especially easy to make these assumptions, about others and self, in a society that provides so much information in an instant and condensed fashion. But the truth in this case appears to be quite the opposite: less than half of those who claim to be Christians are churched, and it is probably safe to say that only about half of those have more than a superficial knowledge of the Bible.  Surprised?

Interestingly, the phrase, “Holier than thou” comes from Isaiah and is spoken by the Lord about people who appear to be conducting life solely on their terms, rejecting His intervention, His advances.  This is spoken in anger and indignation.

[Isaiah 65:3   A people that provoketh me to anger continually to my face; that sacrificeth in gardens, and burneth incense upon altars of brick;] 

65:5   Which say, Stand by thyself, come not near to me; for I am holier than thou. These are a smoke in my nose, a fire that burneth all the day. 

As a group leader for a weekly Christian men’s meeting I made the assumption that the guys took as much, or more, time than I did in my research and studies because … well, because they had been meeting before I took over as leader, and they are a smart bunch.  

Well, gents, we are now leaving the third person behind and entering a dialogue:

 As you will remember, Tom confided to the group last week that he had not been spending as much time in the Word; that life had been going pretty well. Not really a surprising response to life being peachy.  There was no present crisis, and he had his hands full with job and family.  In other words, he had not been in real close communication with God, lately.  Most of what he received had been through service or weekly sermons at 4C.  That is all good, but he admitted that the Scriptural nourishment just wasn’t there, and weekly meetings were not helping … that they were just general guy stuff with no real direction.  The other guys pretty much said the same thing with a few personal exceptions.

Well, I am not “holier than thou,” not even holier than Gerry, but I do spend most of my time in the Word doing lessons or other research.  That’s my calling. I suppose that qualifies me to teach, and teach I will.    

We will reflect on this lesson, my personal journey, and retouch on last week’s lesson on Relationships.

Bring your ideas, your passions, your honest thoughts, your likes & dislikes.  Let’s try this again and see if we can make it a Bible Study!  

Amen.  

