Heaven: a place or just a state of mind

The simple answers are, “Yes,” and, “it can be.”

Obviously there is more to the concept than that, however, it is a one of those things that must be believed before they can be confirmed … again, the very definition of “faith.”

John 14:1-3  “Do not let your hearts be troubled.  Trust in God; trust also in Me.  In My Father’s house are many rooms; if it were not so, I would have told you.  And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come back and take you with Me that you may also be where I am.”

I suppose it could be likened to Athens, Vienna, or any city you have never visited. You have every good reason to believe they exist, but until you actually travel there you only have the experiences of others to go on, and, of course, their evidence …photos, postcards, brochures, etc.  The most significant difference with heaven is that it is a one-way trip, and as far as we know, there has been no return to confirm what we believe. The exception would be near death experiences, and, of course, assurance in the person of Jesus Christ.

Jesus, speaking in John above would be that one documented exception.  If you believe in Him, then you must believe what He says is true.

While near death experiences do provide some tantalizing insights, the Bible gives us an abundance of clues. Interestingly, there is a 10:1 ratio of references to heaven compared to similar references to hell.  That alone is reassuring, and somewhat surprising since conventional wisdom has the figures reversed. 

We do know that heaven is treated as a physical location in passages from Job to Revelation.  Nowhere does it appear to be an imaginary place or an illusion.  Christ says that in His Father’s house there are many rooms … and that He goes to prepare them for the faithful.  I do not see that as simply a metaphor, unless the wondrous reality is simply beyond words.

Now, could it be another dimension or another plain of existence?  That is certainly a possibility.  God’s potential is endless and unbridled.

Randy Alcorn, in his treatise entitled Heaven explores this in phenomenal detail that spans almost 500 pages.  He says in his preface, “We have failed to explore and explain the Bible’s magnificent teachings about Heaven. No wonder a flood of unbiblical thinking has rushed in to fill the vacuum.  Because the human heart cries out for answers about the afterlife, our silence about Heaven is particularly striking.”  (Heaven, pg. xv, copyright 2004, Randy Alcorn) 
And from the comprehensive work, The Portable Seminary, “The Bible teaches the existence of heaven, a place of eternal joy, where believers are in the presence of God, and of hell, a state of anguished separation of unbelievers from the presence of God.  These are fixed states, determined by decisions made within this life.”

(The Portable Seminary, pg. 193-4, copyright 2006, David Horton)

1.) How do you view heaven, and then hell?  What doctrine or theology was taught when you were growing up?

2.) Does a physical heaven make sense to you?  Does having a variation on a physical body also make sense? Why or Why not.

3.) Do you think heaven will be boring, or exciting in the service of God?

4.) What question(s) will you have for Christ in heaven?

5.) What do you think heaven will be like or look like?  Will it be a heaven of your making or of God’s making?

