He has made even the dogs into forgivable men

Psalm 22:16  For [like a pack of] dogs they have encompassed me; a company of evildoers has encircled me; they pierced my hands and my feet. 

(47B;pg 486) 

This is exciting stuff!  I know it is probably common knowledge, but it never hit me this way before now.  I reference the book, The Gospel of Yeshua by Skip Johnson, where this was mentioned in the crucifixion narrative.  Psalm 22 is the crucifixion story in a prophetic narrative by King David that uses two phrases we are familiar with in the Gospels:  “My God. My God, why have You forsaken Me?”  (Psalm 22:1) and, “It is Finished.” (Psalm 22:31).

Our God has connected all the dots and tied up all the loose ends.  In Christ all is bound and made whole.  This morning, like most, that comfort is much needed.  (The reason I say this is because I worry … sometimes a little and sometimes a lot.  I really do need His comfort. And as a result of prayer, that peace that passes understanding envelopes me; it is what makes each day acceptable and tolerable. I know that our God is the God of all Scripture, all time and all creation.  I know that he watches the sparrows, and that, indeed, He watches over me.  That is my comfort.)  The fact that God sees us as forgivable is beyond me.  What is even more incredible is that He comforts us at all times through the presence of the Holy Spirit.  In fact …we are not alone unless by choice.
And yes, we are comforted by the very One who bore our sin; we are the people who used the flagrum, positioned the nails, swung the hammer, and nailed Him to the cross.  He died for us, and it was no accident or misunderstanding.  What a beautiful gift and a terrible responsibility.  That phrase above, “like a pack of dogs,” accurately describes what we call “running with the crowd” or “mass hysteria” in the vernacular of our media-hyped culture.  Gangs are a perfect example of the horrors this mentality can breed.    

With all of that said, as believers, we are blessed above all creation. And while we do not truly deserve what Christ has offered on the cross, or at the resurrection, we are loved and sought after by our God.  We are favored in His sight above the angels. His gift is one of grace, not entitlement. Admission of our sinful nature does not bind us … it frees us, because we have humbled ourselves before our God.

1.) Have you found other “connections” in Scripture that show God’s inspiration?

2.) Are you aware that the only thing that sets you, and me, apart from the pack is acceptance of Christ as Lord? 

3.) What makes your day tolerable?  Is it the knowledge that you have not succumbed to the temptation to blend into the crowd?

4.) Do you understand the gift of grace, that it is a gift freely given?

5.) Does the awareness of your nature as an original sinner bind you in guilt or does it free you to Christ?  Did you know that you can only be redeemed if you are aware of your bondage to sin?  
