Hate our mothers and sisters and brothers?

Luke 8:21   But He answered them, “My mother and My brothers are those who listen to the Word of God and do it!”  (47B;pg 923)

Luke 14:26  “If anyone comes to Me and does not hate his [own] father and mother [in the sense of indifference to or relative disregard for them in comparison with his attitude toward God] and [likewise] his wife and children and sisters—[yes] and even his own life also—he cannot be My disciple.”  (47B;pg 935 Amplified Version)

Or as we find in Matthew 10:37  “The person who loves father or mother more than Me is not worthy of Me; the person who loves son or daughter more than Me is not worthy of Me.”  (e-Sword c. 2005)
G3404   Hate
μισέω
miseō
mis-eh'-o
From a primary word μῖσος misos (hatred); to detest (especially to persecute); by extension to love less: - hate (-ful).

This message would seem to be in opposition to the good Christ was attempting to bring to the world, however upon closer examination we see that it is about priorities.  This is the same issue that plagues us today.  And, to make matters worse, we have added so many other things to our “gotta do” lists.  It is painfully obvious that we need Jesus to be number one in our daily living before the other wants and needs we have can be fully realized.  This is called perspective or an absolute point of reference.  Without an absolute point of reference we have many truths, many gods and many gray areas.  All of them beckon us with equally unrelenting marketing savvy.  This is evil masquerading as the cultural norm.

Mark 10:29-31  "I assure you," Jesus said, "there is no one who has left house, brothers or sisters, mother or father, children, or fields because of Me and the gospel,

 who will not receive 100 times more, now at this time--houses, brothers and sisters, mothers and children, and fields, with persecutions--and eternal life in the age to come.  But many who are first will be last, and the last first.”  (e-Sword c. 2005)

Now, read it in its fuller context and see what Christ is getting at.  Actually this is not chronological in the Bible, but I believe that this is the best way for Jesus to respond to His own admonition.  There is sacrifice and there is reward.
What we have is an often misused and misinterpreted statement coming from the mouth of Christ without the benefit of retranslation and without context.  The outline is this:

1) If you follow Jesus, and do His will first and foremost, you are my brother or sister or mother or father in the body of Christ, i.e. the gathering of believers.  We are children of the Living God.

2) If you do not place Jesus at the top of your list of priorities, then He is not number one; he will not be your first recourse; you will have many other gods before Him.  Our God is a jealous God and wants us for Himself.  Sharing is not an option.

3) The benefits in worship of, and fellowship with, Jesus are huge and life altering.  We will receive much more than we give.  We are blessed.  There are immediate and eternal rewards.
This is the problem with taking our Savior’s words out of their original context, and in not looking deeper into the original intended meaning.  Christ got angry, for certain, but it was not in His character to hate in the way Luke suggests without further investigation regarding the language, as well as the consensus of Biblical writing surrounding such a statement.  This was part of a larger discourse and was meant to convey a sense of urgency about preparing oneself in Christ.  That is as true today as it was then.

1.) Do you see your personal Savior as One who could hate anything other than hate (darkness) itself?  Why or why not?

2.) Do you see how not keeping Jesus at the top of your priorities list allows Him to fall further and further until He winds up at the bottom of your daily activities roster?

3.) Is it clear to you how doctrine can be erected around specific passages to be misused, and to be intentionally deceptive?  This is how cults justify themselves. 

4.) Do you see the body of Christ as those inside prescribed buildings, or as a broadly defined gathering of believers in Christ?  Both?

5.) What are the rewards of believing … both now and in heaven?  What are your personal experiences, and what do you anticipate?

