God-shaped hole

John 15:5   “I am the vine, you are the branches.  The one who remains in Me and I in him produces much fruit, because you can do nothing without Me.” (eSword;c. 2005)  Note:  this isn’t boasting, simply a statement of fact.

Romans 3:24   All are justified and made in right standing with God freely by His grace through the redemption which is in Jesus Christ.  (B47;pg 1026) 
Do you remember when you had a God shaped hole in your life?  What did you try to fill it with?  Was it drugs, alcohol, work, money or adulation?  Did you engage in unhealthy relationships or obsessive/compulsive behaviors to fill the void?  You can fill in the blanks yourself because there are probably as many variations on this theme as there are people, but there is commonality.

Did you discover, like I did, that nothing but God fits?  Did you discover that you could pour stuff into that hole as though it were a bottomless pit until only God filled it to overflowing?  

If you are experiencing an emptiness that you cannot quite identify, one that is persistent regardless of what you do to satisfy it, then this lesson may be life transforming.  If you have already been there, then you are probably smiling as you read this because you still wonder why it took you so long to figure it out.  You may be pursing your lips and furrowing your brow because you know of someone who doesn’t get it.  And again, you wonder why it isn’t more obvious to that person; you can’t imagine living like that.  

Pray in gratitude that you are not lost, and pray for those who are.  If you are experiencing that emptiness, take time to pray for God to fill you with His Spirit.  You will be absolutely amazed at the transformation.  But do not be disappointed if the change isn’t instant. These things take time and most of what we experience is a process, not an event.  We learn more effectively that way. We need to be able to acclimate to changes and incorporate them into our daily routine. While there may be some of us who experience an “overnight sensation” most will not.  God provides in His time according to our individual needs.  More instant gratification is not what we need, so be prepared for a learning curve.

Even on our “emptiest’ days we are much fuller spiritually than any non-believer on the best day of their life.  Their best will fade, while our worst will renew and strengthen.

This is about God, not us.  The more focus on satisfying self, the emptier one becomes.  We cannot do these things alone, but must avail ourselves of God’s Holy Spirit for grace and wisdom.

1.) Are you feeling empty … or can you remember that feeling of emptiness?

2.) What stuff have you tried to fill that emptiness with?

3.) What did it take for you to realize that only God could fill that emptiness?

4.) Is the shape of the God-shaped hole in each of us that of a cross?

5.) Can you find other related verses?  I know Paul said something about “being nothing if not in Christ,” but I can’t put my finger on it. 

