God gives us Miracles in those around us

These individuals are not necessarily believers, yet they serve to support and bless them.  God’s pleasure requires the use of His whole creation, all that serves Him knowingly or unknowingly.  God brings good out of evil even if the evil does not will it.

He will be served and glorified.  That is a truth not to be trifled with.

A perfect example of this is a friend who has been in a cell beside me at work for nearly two years.  He has heard me rant, rave, pray and confide.  To his credit he has listened and seldom judged, frequently offering balance and perspective … even if he is half my age.

He is a miracle, and an angel.  Can angels be those who are beside us by design, and not always the ethereal heavenly beings we are accustomed to?  Are angels those who are filled with the Spirit for a particular purpose?  Those who scoff at the notion?  I believe all things are possible with God.  The one thing I cannot deny is what I have experienced, which I suggest are no accident, no coincidence.

If God can make stones cry out, can he make a heart of stone serve Him?  Absolutely!  Pharoah’s heart was hardened at the Exodus of the nation of Israel, and thus the will of the one living God was laid down in Holy Scripture … embroidered like fire on the fabric of history.  Even Pharoah had believed in YHWH though he was not given to worship.

Exodus 14:4   “And once again I will harden the Pharoah’s heart, and he will chase after you.  I have planned this in order to display my glory through Pharoah and his whole army.  After this the Egyptians will know that I am the Lord.”  (Tyndale Life Application Study Bible or LASB; copyright 1996; pg 117)

Note what God says in explaination … in order to display my glory.  I will serve the believer, My chosen.  In this I will be glorified by the use of those who would deny Me; those who would attempt to turn their backs on Me, and take back their word to My faithful.  I will show you who has power now, and I will use you to prove it.  

It doesn’t matter whether you believe in Him because He believes in you.  And, by the way, denial of a truth does not alter it.  That denial alters you because it prevents you  from experiencing the truth and the mystery of the most Holy.   

From this graphic we see that God is over and above all things.  Even though He is separate from His creation, He encompasses all that is.  Trust me on this one.  This is where faith must be active because this defies what we have been taught to believe through the scientific method.  The world, while fascinating is very limited in its scope.

A number of questions do arise, but they are not problematic. They do ask us to consider options outside the box we generally construct for ourselves and for God.

1. Can angels reside within, or present themselves as, those who do not believe?

2. Can the Holy Spirit dwell, and be active, within those who will not believe?  

                                                           … or …

3. Even though we have been given the blessing of free will, can God override that choice if it furthers His kingdom, and glorifies Him?

4. Do we restrict God in our lives because of our limited vision?

The answer I believe, to the above questions, is a resounding yes!

What is an angel?  I will use reference #28 The New World Dictionary Concordance for the definition.

The word itself comes from the Greek aggelos meaning messenger.  They also make up the heavenly court in the Old Testament.  Note Satan, the accuser, is one of these.  They are protectors, interpretors, sons of God,  intervening forces, expressions of God’s presence & pleasure, aids in times of difficulty, guides, assistants and guardians.  

(28B;pg 25-6)

I wonder whether angels are actually expressions of the Holy Spirit, but have been defined otherwise over the centuries, as the concept of the Holy Spirit was a relatively recent theological development.

Now, looking back at how God uses the miracle called a “hardened heart,” we again look at the resource of Scripture.  Referring to the glorification of God in Exodus, there are no less than eighteen references to the hardening of Pharoah’s heart that God’s will might be served in the preservation of the Hebrew people.  Other passages that support this idea are as follows (after the examples below).

· The Sanhedrin’s heart was hardened against Christ.

· Judas’ heart was hardened against Christ. 

· Saul’s heart was hardened against the Christians and Stephen, specifically.

· Peter’s heart was hardened against the Gentiles.     

Deuteronomy 2:30  But the King of Heshbon refused to allow us to pass through, because the Lord your God made Sihon stubborn and defiant so He could help you defeat him …  (LASB;pg 267) 

God brings good out of evil and victory out of stubbornness and defiance.  He brings the best out of our nature.  We are blessed. He is glorified.  The balance is in check.

Each of these is a parable, a lesson.  How does God speak to you? Through whom?

Psalm 96:8  The Lord says, “Don’t harden your hearts as Israel did at Meribah, as they did at Massah in the wilderness.”  (LASB;pg 96)

Hosea 10:12  Plow up the hard ground of your hearts, for now is the time to seek the Lord, that He may come and shower righteousness upon you.  (LASB;pg 1419)

1Chronicles 36:13  Zedekiah was a hard and stubborn man, refusing to turn to the Lord, the God of Israel.  (LASB;pg 718)

Mark 6:51  Then He climbed into the boat, and the wind stopped.  They were totally amazed, for they still didn’t understand the significance of the miracle of the loaves.  Their hearts were too hard to take it in.  (LASB;pg 1632)

Matthew 15:8  “These people honor me with their lips, but their hearts are far from Me.”   (LASB 15:8)

John 14:1  “Don’t let your hearts be troubled.  Trust in God, and trust also in Me.”
(LASB;pg 1785)

Mark 16:14  He rebuked them for their stubborn unbelief because they refused to believe those who had seen Him after He had been raised from the dead. 

(LASB;pg 1665)

Romans 1:28  Since they thought it foolish to acknowledge God, He abandoned them to their foolish thinking and let them do things that should never be done.  (LASB 1896)

From these experiences lessons are learned and blessings conveyed.  God is praised as we discover that hardness of heart, and the separation from Him, can be either a wake up call or spiral into a certain kind of spiritual death.  Not all people, however, make this apparent connection on a conscious level … yet, it can kill us physically, as what happens to the spirit happens [accordingly] to the body.

God knows what makes us tick, and is aware that negative reinforcement often works as well as the converse, evidently having a longer lasting impression.

We are grateful for the angels that live among us.  They are the miracles that we seldom capture, or find believable, because our hearts are indeed hardened to the Godly reality of our daily lives.  We become unwilling to accept our self-worth and, therefore, God’s desire to keep us close to Him … under His wing, as it were.  

We cannot see our angels because we do not believe.  The many blessings are often averted because of our hardened hearts, our stubborn nature.  That which is in front of us we put behind us.  Please, Father God, bless us and keep us.  Amen
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