Glossary for Believers

Abba:  Used when Christ talks to God the Father.  It literally means Daddy or a similar tender and personal name for the One who looks after all of our most intimate needs. Note Christ’s pleading in Mark 14:36 “remove this cup from Me.”
Absolute:  Something that is independent of, and unconditioned by, anything external to itself.  That would be God, the great I AM. 

Adonai:  A Hebrew name for God meaning “Lord” or “master” and stressing the lordship or authority of God.

Agnostic:  The belief that one does not, or cannot, know ultimate reality.  The awareness of a power greater than oneself, but an inability or unwillingness to define it specifically or actively embrace it.

Angel:  From the Greek term “angelos” meaning messenger.
Antichrist:  A term referring to anyone who denies that Jesus has come in genuine humanity, or who denies His place as the only Begotten Son of the Living God.  Those who deny that Jesus is the Christ; that which is against Christ, i.e. Satan, the beast, the one who is said to be marked with 666.  

Apostle:  This term refers specifically to those 12, named with the exception of Judas, who were called to accompany Christ on His ministry, and in a general sense, “one who is sent.”  It is also used in a special way to denote Paul as the same. This is different than a follower or disciple.

Ash Wednesday:  The day set aside by the Church at the beginning of Lent, a time of mourning as well as a time to reconsider our purpose in God’s plan.  It is a 40 day period prior to Easter representing Christ’s desert time of temptation and renewal prior to beginning His ministry.  Signified by using the ashes of the previous year’s palms to place the mark of the cross on the congregation. 

Atonement:  The covering over of sin, the reconciliation between God and man, accomplished by the Lord Jesus Christ by His death on the cross.  The view that Christ died for everyone and turned away God’s wrath, but that it is effective only for those who believe in Him.  Repayment for sin; to make up for something done wrong. 

Baptism:  An act … a sign and public testimony of God’s grace, awakening and the creating of faith in an individual.   A re-enactment of Christ’s receiving of the Holy Spirit after being immersed by John the Baptist in the Jordan River.  Being reborn in a spiritual sense. This must be done at an age of consent when there is an awareness of morality, i.e. right and wrong.  Until that time God’s mercy prevails.

Believer:  One, in this case, who believes in Jesus Christ as personal Lord and Savior.  Follower of the Way; a Christian.  

Born Again:  To be reborn in a spiritual way … a baptism or re-emergence as a result of committing one’s life to Jesus Christ as Savior.  When one enters into a relationship with Christ, a new life has begun.

Catholic:  Meaning “universal.”  The name appropriated by the Roman Catholic Church.

Christmas:  The time designated by the Catholic (universal) church to celebrate the birth of Jesus Christ in Bethlehem.  It is believed that the actual time would have been early spring (April) when shepherds would have been out watching the newly born lambs.  The December 25th date approximates the winter solstice when pagan rites were observed.

Communion (Eucharist):  The symbolic ingestion of bread and wine (crackers or wafers and grape juice) to remember the broken body and spilled blood willingly given by Jesus Christ on the cross as repayment of the debt of our sins … past, present and future.

Covenant:  An agreement between 2 parties.  The emphasis here is on the consensual aspect of such a covenant or contract.  See the Ark of the Covenant, the ultimate manifestation or the evidence, of the agreement between 2 parties: the nation of Israel and God. In Old Testament Scripture the Ark holds the tablets of the 10 Commandments written by the hand of God. In Exodus chapter 34:10-11, it says that if the nation of Israel worships no other God, that “miracles that have not been produced in all the earth, nor among any of the nations [would be made evident] … for it is a fearful thing that I am going to perform with you.” 

Crucified:  To be hung on a cross or similar device, suspended, until dead … generally by asphyxiation.  One of the most horrendous punishments ever committed upon another human being.  The Romans visited this on tens of thousands of “criminals.”  Interestingly, in the works of Josephus, Christ is the personal recollection of this version of Roman capital punishment.

Demon:  Angels who fell with Lucifer (Satan) when he rebelled against God.  God allows evil to exist for His purpose, to provide the aspect of choice.  Also known as Legion, or many.

Disciple:  The faithful; those who follow Jesus Christ.  This term refers to those who followed Him during His ministry, and those who follow His path spiritually.  An apostle was a disciple who was specifically called.

Easter:  The celebrated day of Christ’s resurrection from the dead.  3 days from Good Friday (note: Saturday is the Jewish Sabbath).  This is the Christian fulfillment of Messianic prophecy … that Christ would conquer death for all of humanity, by dying for its sin on a tree.  See Isaiah chapters 7 & 53 among others.  It was probably an early nomadic feast that was practiced to ensure prosperity and fertility in the flocks in the spring.  When  Israel became a settled people, and the original meaning for the Pasch was somewhat lost, it was reinterpreted in terms of the events of the exodus from Egypt. Christ, however, remains the Lamb of God, represented in the pre-Exodus practice of painting the door lintels, with lamb’s blood, so the Angel of Death might truly “Passover” that abode.  This was the last of the plagues and is celebrated at Passover, also called Seder.  This is what was celebrated at the “Last Supper” and was morphed into what we now know to be the first Communion or Eucharist.

Faith:  The best definition I have ever been given is “Remembering God.”  This was provided by, Tara, a Brethren Pastor.

Good Friday:  The day of Christ’s crucifixion at Golgotha (the skull) on the outskirts of Jerusalem.  As a result the veil of the Holy of Holies, separating man from God located in the Temple at Jerusalem, was ripped in two essentially creating the opportunity for man to directly address God without the need of priests or earthly intercessors, but through Jesus Christ His only begotten Son.  

Grace:  The act of giving something not deserved because of God’s unconditional love and mercy.  Christ through His sacrifice on the cross gives us the opportunity of eternal life … something, due to our sinful nature, we don’t deserve, and cannot earn.  Grace is God’s gift to us when we accept the sacrifice that Christ made for us on the cross.  This is a significant difference between Christianity and other world faiths:  we cannot earn this gift, it can only be given as a direct result of believing in Christ as Lord.  Redemption elsewhere requires deeds or steps or works to find favor with God.  Our God only wants us to want Him, to praise and glorify Him.

Jesus Christ:  The Word of God incarnate (in the flesh) … through Him and in Him God gives faith, forgiveness of sins, and a new life.  The only begotten Son of Jehovah God.
The Logos, or the Word of God, who is the personal expression of God to man, and the second person of the Trinity.

Justified:  Keep in mind the following word play … JUST IF I’D  Never Sinned.  Comes from the Greek, meaning “to declare righteous.”  A legal act wherein God pronounces that the believing sinner has been credited with all the virtues of Jesus Christ.  As in a court of law, Christ stands in our defense and declares us righteous, that there is no evidence that exists to the contrary.

Lord’s Prayer:  This prayer is found in Matthew 6:9-13 and Luke 11:2-4 and in the Didache, all somewhat different.  This is a prayer, rather than in and of itself, is the preface to an unrehearsed request for our “daily bread.”  But in Matthew, it appears that the emphasis is on forgiveness and that it must be ritually addressed above and beyond all else.  While it is a prayer provided by our Lord, it is for our use, so the traditional title is, effectively a misnomer. 

Maundy Thursday:  The celebrated day of the “Last Supper” remembering the Passover practiced by the Jews in Egypt prior to the Exodus.  (See Easter)

Messiah:  The Annointed One From God … taken from the Hebrew word meshiach, and equivalent to christos in Greek.  To fulfill Old Testament Prophecy, Jesus Christ fulfills the Old Testament Law, and so becomes the Law, that through Him we might be saved; the Law condemns us all in the eyes of God, which is why grace, not law or legality, governs.

Omnipotence:  God is all-powerful, and can do anything that is consistent with His nature. 

Omnipresence:  God is everywhere present in His triune nature at the same time.
Omniscience:  God knows all things, whether actual, possible, past, present or future. 

Paraclete:  A title meaning “one called alongside.”  It is used by John in reference to the Holy Spirit, meaning … Comforter, Helper, Guide, Counselor, One who speaks in our defense. 

Passover:  From the Hebrew Pesah to pass over or spare.  It is one of the principle feasts of the Jewish calendar.  The foundations of the feast are the means God revealed to those in bondage to escape the 10th plague visited upon the first born in all of Egypt:  a lamb was killed, and the blood drained into a basin.  Then with a branch of hyssop (a small bitter herb with dense leaves for respiratory and antiseptic uses) the blood was brushed on the lintel and two doorposts to mark the homes.  The Destroyer, mashut, God’s messenger or angel, would then literally pass over the marked households.  No bones of the lamb were to be broken, all was to be eaten quickly, standing, as though ready for a journey (the Exodus).  There is evidence that Christ may have observed at least two Pasches in Jerusalem. As the Jews were freed by God from bondage in Egypt, so are we freed from the bondage of sin through the sacrifice of Christ on the cross.  The image of the lamb is used throughout Scripture in Exodus, Isaiah, the Synoptics, and Revelation, etc.
Pentecost:  The traditional Jewish harvest festival, or the feast of weeks.  The Greek meaning is “fiftieth day” and as such it is celebrated 50 days after Passover.  This was the festival was being celebrated when the “tongues of fire” of the Holy Spirit were given to those in the upper room as recorded by Luke in the Acts of the Apostles.  A gift commonly associated with this passage is “speaking in tongues.”  At that first Pentecost after the crucifixion the Holy Spirit was poured to be our as comforter and guide. 

Reconciliation (to be reconciled):  To restore the relationship between individuals or groups.  Jesus reconciles us to God through His sacrificial, redemptive, atoning act on the cross.

Redeemed:  Literally means to purchase for a price or to make an exchange.  The price paid for our sins was Jesus’ life.  An exchange … our sin was exchanged for eternal life, if we only believe.  Remarkably this was done with foreknowledge, with intent and with a full understanding of the pain of all the world’s sin on His body on the cross.  Freedom from oppression and disgrace.

Resurrected:  To be raised physically from the dead, as opposed to being lifted up or reborn spiritually.  In this scenario Jesus Christ was raised by God the Father on the third day after He was crucified by Pontius Pilate, died and was buried.  Christ conquered death which is the ultimate penalty of sin.

Revelation:  Means “unveiling” and describes the disclosure of truth by God to man that could otherwise not be known.  This is an act of God done by Him that we might better know Him.  Biblical Scripture and the prophets are two primary methods of revelation.

Sanctified:  From the Greek verb meaning “to set apart.”  Christians are set apart by believing in Christ as Lord and Savior, by His sacrifice on the Cross, and by a personal relationship that places a believer in the world, but not of the world.

Satan:  Also known as Lucifer, the Angel of Light; God’s favorite angel who rebelled, and fell from prominence.  Satan was the name of the office of the adversary or prosecutor in Hebrew, and was a legitimate legal position.  Satan is not a proper name in the Old Testament, but is personified in New Testament Scripture.

Saved (Salvation):  To be rescued from a life of sin.  It is the gift of eternal life and blamelessness offered in Christ’s sacrifice. The alternative is an eternity in God’s absence (Hell) by choice.  To be rescued from danger; to be saved from certain harm, usually death.    

Sin:  Acts that do not praise and glorify God.  Otherwise known as falling short of the mark, straying from God’s intended path, trespasses or debts.  Sin that is unrestrained will lead to spiritual and physical death. Sin is the path that Satan offers to immediate (and yet unfulfilling) gratification.  Sin is not an individual act … sin also affects others so it often has collective consequences.

Trinity:  Three persons/manifestations of God:  God the Father, Jesus Christ the Son & The Holy Spirit as advocate and guide. This is the concept of the triune God

Word:  The Holy Scripture (the message of God) and Jesus Christ, the Word of God incarnate (in the flesh).

