SELF preservation  Part V

Cain & Abel:  (3971 B.C.)

Gen 4:1-12  Adam knew his wife Eve intimately, and she conceived and gave birth to Cain. She said, "I have had a male child with the LORD's help." 

Then she also gave birth to his brother Abel. Now Abel became a shepherd of a flock, but Cain cultivated the land. 

In the course of time Cain presented some of the land's produce as an offering to the LORD. 

And Abel also presented an offering--some of the firstborn of his flock and their fat portions. The LORD had regard for Abel and his offering, 

but He did not have regard for Cain and his offering. Cain was furious, and he was downcast. 

Then the LORD said to Cain, "Why are you furious? And why are you downcast? 

If you do right, won't you be accepted? But if you do not do right, sin is crouching at the door. Its desire is for you, but you must master it." 

Cain said to his brother Abel, "Let's go out to the field." And while they were in the field, Cain attacked his brother Abel and killed him. 

Then the LORD said to Cain, "Where is your brother Abel?" "I don't know," he replied. "Am I my brother's guardian?" 

Then He said, "What have you done? Your brother's blood cries out to Me from the ground! 

So now you are cursed with alienation from the ground that opened its mouth to receive your brother's blood you have shed. 

If you work the land, it will never again give you its yield. You will be a restless wanderer on the earth." 

Now that the original awareness of choice (knowledge of good and evil outcome) has been established, the Scripture asks us to look at what we carry forward in the burden of our sin, and more importantly … how do we bear it.  As it is said, “If you do not do right, sin is crouching at the door.” (Genesis 4:6-7)  Therefore, we must master it in the name of Jesus Christ or we will be mastered by it.  That result is well recorded ... in worldly as well as eternal separation from God.  

So …while there were other offspring, the two we shall focus on are Cain and Abel.  They represent the duality in all of us; the two sides of us that remain in conflict for individuals and for nations … there is the side that does the right thing in God’s eyes and the side that desires to, does not, and is jealous of other’s acceptance.  It is the side that still rebels, and is condemned to live with the curse.  The curse is the nature of our higher brain.  We are gods out of control.  The curse does live on generation to generation, until the end.  Man would not ultimately be snuffed out (as the story of Noah tells us) but he would suffer the consequences of his actions.  Even with all of that against us the mark of God is upon us.  That mark is our God-likeness.  And yet, because of our sin are we really any different than Cain … and are we not all, indeed, murderers?  We are all accomplices to the crucifixion aren’t we?  (We may not have robbed the bank, or killed the guard, but we drove the getaway car.)  

In the following explanation we see that Cain made a poor choice, he held back, and blamed another for his shortfall.  And Abel, as an innocent, paid the price for the sin of his brother as Christ would pay for the sins of all mankind.  I believe that this is a prophetic passage to reinforce the awareness that the consequences of our actions are real, and the sacrifice of an innocent is required to redeem us from a state that we cannot lift ourselves out of.   Adam & Eve’s behavior will be played back over and over in the Scriptures reminding us that our nature is never far below the surface of our actions.  Our offering should be given willingly not begrudgingly.  God is far more deserving than we can ever hope to imagine.

God accepted Abel's offering with favor, but He rejected Cain's offering. It wasn't due to a preference of meat over vegetables, but rather that Abel had brought the best that he possibly could, and had done it willingly. Cain knowingly brought not his best, and even then brought it grudgingly. The very same offering would have been accepted if it had been the best that he could do, and if he had offered it with the right attitude. Abel was cooperative and generous; Cain was selfish and miserly.   (Key-Way Publishing, Burford Ontario, Canada)
The crucial question in Genesis 4:9 posed by Cain when questioned by God regarding Abel’s whereabouts, “I do not know.  Am I my brother’s keeper?” is the crux of what the Bible confronts in its entirety. (13B;pg 7)   

Cain asked the question and Christ answered.  

Brother

Strong's Number: 251 

Transliterated: 'ach 
Phonetic: awkh 

Text:  a primitive word; a brother (used in the widest sense of literal relationship and metaphorical affinity or resemblance [like 1]): -- another, brother(-ly); kindred, like, other. Compare also the proper names beginning with "Ah-" or "Ahi-".

Further, it does not matter whether the relationship exists from the same father, mother or both; it is a general relationship.  A thing that is similar; a term of affection.  

Keeper

Strong's Number: 8104 

Transliterated: shamar 

Phonetic: shaw-mar' Text:  a primitive root; properly, to hedge about (as with thorns), i.e. guard; generally, to protect, attend to, etc.: --beware, be circumspect, take heed (to self), keep(-er, self), mark, look narrowly, observe, preserve, regard, reserve, save (self), sure, (that lay) wait (for), watch(-man).

Oddly, as we are prone to, Cain is more concerned about what others will do to him, rather than showing remorse for what he has done.  As the Yiddish writer, Isaac Bashevis Singer said, “People who don’t show pity to others, crave it for themselves.”

Thought:  If there was not a precedent for murder in the newly formed world of man’s understanding, did Cain really understand the gravity of what he had done?  Did he believe Abel would not remain dead?     

Was killing another being a crime before it was first committed?  Was it truly a capital crime until we, as a species, became so proficient at it?  Did Satan simply offer the weapon and did we perfected its use?

As murder and poor treatment escalate, and the moral fiber of who we are is ripped to shreds, God feels like an unhappy and disrespected parent.  He is the Creator of a creature who has free will and whom He cannot control.  The level of God’s disappointment is large, so large that He utters Genesis 6:7   “ … for I am sorry that I have made them.”  (13Bpg 10) 

Our God is a loving God, and Our God is a just God.  Which of these characteristics do you feel we should be concerned most about (for the sake of discussion). And, what is it about His Perfection that will bring Him to the point that He sees the end of days as the only solution to a world out of control?

What do your denomination and your theology tell you?

Are murderers always hell-bound?  Is it a mortal sin because it is “one of the ten?”

Amen.

