Genesis: how it all began

John 8:58  Jesus said to them, "I assure you: Before Abraham was, I am."
Isaiah 45:18  For this is what the LORD says--God is the Creator of the heavens. He formed the earth and made it; He established it; He did not create it to be empty, but formed it to be inhabited—“I am the LORD, and there is no other.” 

Isaiah 45:9  "Woe to the one who argues with his Maker--one clay pot among many. Does clay say to the one forming it: What are you making? Or does your work say: He has no hands?”

At some point we must cease the eternal questioning and accept what we cannot understand:  that God did what He said He did, and that it is a great mystery that may, or may not, be revealed to us in heaven.  But we must believe; that is the beginning of our peace “that passes all understanding.”  Not wealth or health, but spiritual well-being.

Genesis has been interpreted, misinterpreted, taken literally, taken as an allegory, dismissed, and yet is quoted endlessly by the believer and non-believer alike.  The term “Genesis” has been used broadly to refer to the beginning of any given thing it is applied to.  But no one can pretend to forget that it is derived from the Bible and the Torah; that it describes what can not be captured as effectively in other terms:  our cosmic and human  conditions being ushered into physical existence.  Before this there existed only God (in the pre-existent form of the Trinity) in whatever state that “being” was.   This, of course, is a matter of personal faith and much conjecture.  Suffice it to say that we came out of something and from somewhere, and I choose to believe it was not accidental or mistaken.  It came out of a direct willingness by God that we would exist as we do to praise and glorify Him.  That He might also be loved by His creation, not robotically served by it.  We have free will beginning with God’s desire to bring us into existence so that we are not mere marionettes on strings.

With Adam and Eve we first establish the paradox of free will and God’s ability to know all things at all times.  This ability to choose (even against our God) is played out with the deadly relationship of Cain and Abel, the desire to meet God in His heaven at the Tower of Babel, the wickedness of the people drowned in the flood that spared the family of Noah in an Ark, and the travails of Abraham, Sarah, Hagar and their offspring.  

Again, this is where the Bible, the Torah, the cosmos and our faith begin.  What are your thoughts on this based on personal experience, church culture, and your secular upbringing?  God allows this to be a matter of personal revelation. Yet, we by nature, are bound together as believers with a common thread … sewn into a cloth that is the fabric of the Church:  the Body of Christ.  That is why leaders are lifted up to carry on the task of retaining and teaching the Gospel or “Good News.”

Faith is not about knowing, but believing what cannot be known.

Genesis 1:1-31  In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. 

Now the earth was formless and empty, darkness covered the surface of the watery depths, and the Spirit of God was hovering over the surface of the waters. 

Then God said, "Let there be light," and there was light. 

God saw that the light was good, and God separated the light from the darkness. 

God called the light "day," and He called the darkness "night." Evening came, and then morning: the first day. 

Then God said, "Let there be an expanse between the waters, separating water from water." 

So God made the expanse and separated the water under the expanse from the water above the expanse. And it was so. 

God called the expanse "sky." Evening came, and then morning: the second day. 

Then God said, "Let the water under the sky be gathered into one place, and let the dry land appear." And it was so. 

God called the dry land "earth," and He called the gathering of the water "seas." And God saw that it was good. 

Then God said, "Let the earth produce vegetation: seed-bearing plants, and fruit trees on the earth bearing fruit with seed in it, according to their kinds." And it was so. 

The earth brought forth vegetation: seed-bearing plants according to their kinds and trees bearing fruit with seed in it, according to their kinds. And God saw that it was good. 

Evening came, and then morning: the third day. 

Then God said, "Let there be lights in the expanse of the sky to separate the day from the night. They will serve as signs for festivals and for days and years. 

They will be lights in the expanse of the sky to provide light on the earth." And it was so. 

God made the two great lights--the greater light to have dominion over the day and the lesser light to have dominion over the night--as well as the stars. 

God placed them in the expanse of the sky to provide light on the earth, to dominate the day and the night, and to separate light from darkness. And God saw that it was good. 

Evening came, and then morning: the fourth day. 

Then God said, "Let the water swarm with living creatures, and let birds fly above the earth across the expanse of the sky." 

So God created the large sea-creatures and every living creature that moves and swarms in the water, according to their kinds. He also created every winged bird according to its kind. And God saw that it was good. 

So God blessed them, "Be fruitful, multiply, and fill the waters of the seas, and let the birds multiply on the earth." 

Evening came, and then morning: the fifth day. 

Then God said, "Let the earth produce living creatures according to their kinds: livestock, creatures that crawl, and the wildlife of the earth according to their kinds." And it was so. 

So God made the wildlife of the earth according to their kinds, the livestock according to their kinds, and creatures that crawl on the ground according to their kinds. And God saw that it was good. 

Then God said, "Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our likeness. They will rule the fish of the sea, the birds of the sky, the animals, all the earth, and the creatures that crawl on the earth." 

So God created man in His own image; He created him in the image of God; He created them male and female. 

God blessed them, and God said to them, "Be fruitful, multiply, fill the earth, and subdue it. Rule the fish of the sea, the birds of the sky, and every creature that crawls on the earth." 

God also said, "Look, I have given you every seed-bearing plant on the surface of the entire earth, and every tree whose fruit contains seed. This food will be for you, 

for all the wildlife of the earth, for every bird of the sky, and for every creature that crawls on the earth--everything having the breath of life in it. I have given every green plant for food." And it was so. 

God saw all that He had made, and it was very good. Evening came, and then morning: the sixth day. 

Genesis is the first of 5 books called the Pentateuch, the Hebrew Torah or law.  The two Hebrew words b’re’sit mean “in the beginning.”  This is the creation story, the beginning of the Mosaic Law: words given to Moses, and completed or transcribed by Joshua (?) …  based upon the premise or assertion that the Law was dictated by God, and in its retained literal and chronological order, the source of the embedded Bible code.  (28B; from The New World Dictionary Concordance)  

The Torah provides a brief eulogy for Moses: “Never again did there arise in Israel a prophet like Moses – whom the Lord knew face to face.”  (34.10)   (39B;pg 153)
John 1:1  In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 

He was with God in the beginning. 

All things were created through Him, and apart from Him not one thing was created that has been created. 

Life was in Him, and that life was the light of men. 

That light shines in the darkness, yet the darkness did not overcome it. 

The doctrine of the Trinity is already formed in Genesis 1 and reiterated by John placing Christ there as the Word incarnate in his Gospel.  What is intimated in the Old Testament is defined in the New Testament as prophecy realized.  

Psalm 90:2-4  Before the mountains were born, before You gave birth to the earth and the world, from eternity to eternity, You are God. 

You return mankind to the dust, saying, "Return, descendants of Adam." 

For in Your sight a thousand years are like yesterday that passes by, like a few hours of the night. 

Genesis 2:1-9  So the heavens and the earth and everything in them were completed. 

By the seventh day, God completed His work that He had done, and He rested on the seventh day from all His work that He had done. 

God blessed the seventh day and declared it holy, for on it He rested from His work of creation. 

These are the records of the heavens and the earth, concerning their creation at the time that the LORD God made the earth and the heavens. 

No shrub of the field had yet grown on the land, and no plant of the field had yet sprouted, for the LORD God had not made it rain on the land, and there was no man to work the ground. 

But water would come out of the ground and water the entire surface of the land. 

Then the LORD God formed the man out of the dust from the ground and breathed the breath of life into his nostrils, and the man became a living being. 

The LORD God planted a garden in Eden, in the east, and there He placed the man He had formed. 

The LORD God caused to grow out of the ground every tree pleasing in appearance and good for food, including the tree of life in the midst of the garden, as well as the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.

Genesis 3:1-5  Now the serpent was the most cunning of all the wild animals that the LORD God had made. He said to the woman, "Did God really say, 'You can't eat from any tree in the garden'?" 

The woman said to the serpent, "We may eat the fruit from the trees in the garden. 

But about the fruit of the tree in the middle of the garden, God said, 'You must not eat it or touch it, or you will die.'" 

"No! You will not die," the serpent said to the woman. 

"In fact, God knows that when you eat it your eyes will be opened and you will be like God, knowing good and evil." 

      Genesis 3:14-15  Then the LORD God said to the serpent: Because you have done this, you are cursed more than any livestock and more than any wild animal. You will move on your belly and eat dust all the days of your life. 

I will put hostility between you and the woman, and between your seed and her seed. He will strike your head, and you will strike his heel.

(Passages above are from the e-Sword website by Rick Meyer and the Holman Christian Standard Bible)

There are actually two views of creation in Genesis that are complimentary aspects.  They are 1:1-2:4a and 2:4b-24.  They appear to be a detailed version and a sort of recap or a summation.  The second version actually presents the location of Eden, although this “exactness” has been bantered about in academic and theological circles.  (See the map)  I suspect that they could be interwoven and be effective.  However, since the Torah was/is the Word of God given to Moses, it cannot be altered as it is presented; it is as it must be.  God has a method, and it is its own perfection.  If the Bible Code exists, then we must accept the order as it is. 

As the Jews see it, and I do not disagree, the exactitude of the words, phrasing, etc., must be preserved at all costs.  And yet, the Scripture is often a combination of allegory and history.  I think that often what we cannot verbalize about why and how God acts, He has provided versions of what He has wrought in terms that our minds can cope with.  We cannot hope to wrap our minds around the shear time and complexity of the creative process in God’s hands.  That is why we often attempt to take literally the things we do not understand.

I recommend looking into Rabbinical writings at www.beingjewish.com for insights into beliefs that Christianity was built upon and grew out of.  We will take a look at Satan from a Jewish perspective, which is to say, an Old Testament perspective.  It should be no surprise that this is also the Christian perspective of Job and other such wisdom writings.  The serpent in Eden was also of the same ilk.  This also does not conflict with views in Bible studies I have recently facilitated. Let’s take a look.

The Hebrew word “Satan” means “Hinderer.”  To hinder someone means to hold him back, to try to prevent him from doing something.  G-d created the Hinderer to give us work to do in this world.  Satan is here to make things difficult for us, so we can overcome our evil temptations and PASS the test.  That is the purpose of Satan.  Satan is an angel whose purpose is determined by G-d.

The ability to choose between good and evil is what gives us free will.

Temptation is there to try and deter us.  It gives us the ability to do the wrong thing.  More importantly, it gives us the ability to look at evil and refuse to do it.  By presenting us with the opportunity to do evil, it gives us the ability to choose between good and evil.

Satan is our evil inclination (Yetzer Hara).  The Evil Inclination tries to prevent us from doing good, because Hashem has commanded the Evil Inclination to do that.  Why?  To give us free will.

Job 1:6-12  One day the sons of God came to present themselves before the LORD, and Satan also came with them. 

The LORD asked Satan, "Where have you come from?" "From roaming through the earth," Satan answered Him, "and walking around on it." 

Then the LORD said to Satan, "Have you considered My servant Job? No one else on earth is like him, a man of perfect integrity, who fears God and turns away from evil." 

Satan answered the LORD, "Does Job fear God for nothing? 

Haven't You placed a hedge around him, his household, and everything he owns? You have blessed the work of his hands, and his possessions are spread out in the land. 

But stretch out Your hand and strike everything he owns, and he will surely curse You to Your face." 

"Very well," the LORD told Satan, "everything he owns is in your power. However, you must not lay a hand on Job himself." So Satan went out from the LORD's presence.  

How literally you take the story of Genesis is a very personal decision; regardless, it is how we are able to put words around events that do not lend themselves to such constraints.  We attempt to drag God down to our level so that we might understand Him.  That is just not possible.  Therein lies the essence of faith: believing something that defies explanation and remains a mystery.  Whether it represents a litany of days or ages, what happened did occur or what we have around us would not have existed.  If not this way, what is your theory?  Big Bang?   God without hands?  Cosmic evolution?  Aliens?

God can create through words or directed thought alone.  That is unique and unprecedented … and beyond mere words.

The first and most important fact established in the Bible’s opening chapter, indeed in its opening sentence, is that God and God alone, created the world.  This assertion represents a complete break with the prevailing view of the time, that nature itself is divine.  The sun, for instance, is a servant, not the god Ra as the Egyptians saw it.  Many other cultures have made gods out of stars, planets, etc.   (39B;pg 5) 

Despite arguments advanced by Biblical fundamentalists, Genesis 1 need not be understood as meaning that God created the world in six twenty-four hour days.  Indeed, that there were no sun and moon prior to the 4th day, it is meaningless to speak in terms of standardized, modern time units.  Many religious scholars understand each of the six “days” as representing eons.  

(39B; pg 6) 

The Biblical view of creation is optimistic.  Genesis’ opening chapter repeatedly describes the Lord as pleased with what He has brought into being:  “God saw that the light was good” and etc.  Yet, good as it was, creation was still unfinished.  The Rabbis of the Talmud deduced from God’s ceasing to create that it is humankind’s mission to serve as God’s partner in finishing His creation and perfecting the world.  (39B;pg 7) 

Genesis themes

Before we begin to discuss these passages let’s discuss them in day-to-day terms ... what are your thoughts on them; what do they mean in terms of your life, your church, your faith. Are they lessons for living or just old, worn out stories on yellowed, brittle pages?

What has always lead us to a fall, a dead end?  Love of self!  It always requires that we take our focus off of God’s path and begin looking at the world’s way.  That 4 lane highway is the Tempter’s wide path of sin paved with good intentions.  Sin is not so much what happens to us, but what we do with the power we leverage others with.  We damage others by demeaning them, and if we are honest … we love it, because we feel better about where we are:  someone else has it worse.  What else could explain the joy in watching people suffer or dealt with harshly on TV programs such as Jerry Springer, Maury Povich, Survivor, The Apprentice or American Idol? 

Adam & Eve:  SELF awareness  (3975 B.C.)

The Hebrew for “human being” is ben adam, a child of Adam.  (39B;pg 7)
Genesis 1:26-27   Then God said, "Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our likeness. They will rule the fish of the sea, the birds of the sky, the animals, all the earth, and the creatures that crawl on the earth." 

 So God created man in His own image; He created him in the image of God; He created them male and female. 

Genesis 3:4-7  Now the serpent was the most cunning of all the wild animals that the LORD God had made. He said to the woman, "Did God really say, 'You can't eat from any tree in the garden'?" 

The woman said to the serpent, "We may eat the fruit from the trees in the garden. 

But about the fruit of the tree in the middle of the garden, God said, 'You must not eat it or touch it, or you will die.'" 

"No! You will not die," the serpent said to the woman. 

"In fact, God knows that when you eat it your eyes will be opened and you will be like God, knowing good and evil." 

Then the woman saw that the tree was good for food and delightful to look at, and that it was desirable for obtaining wisdom. So she took some of its fruit and ate it; she also gave some to her husband, who was with her, and he ate it. 

Then the eyes of both of them were opened, and they knew they were naked; so they sewed fig leaves together and made loincloths for themselves. 

Two things are critical to understand here … 

1.) that God created us in His image which makes us incredibly special: living vessels holding the essence of God within us.  Man has the capacity for moral choices and spiritual growth or decline. (13B;pg 3)
2.) that our eyes were opened and we were aware for the first time of our being separate from God, and with that understanding the ability to reason and engage in choice (free will) ... shame is the operative word.  Alone and separated from God for the first time by our own choice … the world would never be the same.

Note that nowhere in the Bible is the fruit described as an apple or any other specific edible.  Shame and the forbidden always taste juicy and ripe when they are consumed in violation of authority.  It is only later that we are aware that what we have eaten will over time eat us alive.  Such is the nature of sin. 

Adam and Eve is the quintessential story of our lives.  They were real people and they are real people.  Whether or not you see them as literal or figurative representations of our human nature, they are compelling because we identify with them even as we deny that we would do the same if faced with similar choices.  And yet we yield to the temptation of Satan every day.  It is generally more subtle, and not as broadly publicized, as the first couple’s fall from the [original] state of grace.


Food for thought are a few passages from 39B, Biblical Literacy by Rabbi Joseph Telushkin …

When God tells Adam and Eve not to eat from the tree, “It remains a mystery why it would upset God.  Indeed, traditional Jewish theology teaches that the meaning of the creation of people in God’s image is precisely that they resemble Him in being able to distinguish good from evil.”  (39B;pg 8)

God calls out to them, “Ayecha – Where are you?”  Obviously, the all-knowing God does not ask this because He can’t find them, rather, God wishes to encourage Adam & Eve to acknowledge their sin.  We now encounter the age-old problem:  the inability of most people to acknowledge their sin. 

Further, it is sexual knowledge that enables human beings to become Godlike in at least one way, the ability to create life.  (39B;pg 9) 

The prevailing attitude among Jewish scholars is that people sin as Adam and Eve did, not because they sinned.  (39B;pg 10)

… among students of the mystical kabbalah, a doctrine similar to Original Sin did evolve that argued that because all human souls were contained as sparks in Adam’s soul, all humankind was contaminated by Adam’s sin.  (39B;pg 11)
We know that our baser nature calls with a siren’s song.  It is relentless, and yet, I believe it is neither good nor evil.  It is a mechanism embedded in our being like a compass from God that calls us home.  Its magnetism can draw us toward the light or toward the darkness with equal gravitation and drama.

Cain & Abel:  SELF preservation  (3971 B.C.)

Gen 4:1-12  Adam knew his wife Eve intimately, and she conceived and gave birth to Cain. She said, "I have had a male child with the LORD's help." 

Then she also gave birth to his brother Abel. Now Abel became a shepherd of a flock, but Cain cultivated the land. 

In the course of time Cain presented some of the land's produce as an offering to the LORD. 

And Abel also presented an offering--some of the firstborn of his flock and their fat portions. The LORD had regard for Abel and his offering, 

but He did not have regard for Cain and his offering. Cain was furious, and he was downcast. 

Then the LORD said to Cain, "Why are you furious? And why are you downcast? 

If you do right, won't you be accepted? But if you do not do right, sin is crouching at the door. Its desire is for you, but you must master it." 

Cain said to his brother Abel, "Let's go out to the field." And while they were in the field, Cain attacked his brother Abel and killed him. 

Then the LORD said to Cain, "Where is your brother Abel?" "I don't know," he replied. "Am I my brother's guardian?" 

Then He said, "What have you done? Your brother's blood cries out to Me from the ground! 

So now you are cursed with alienation from the ground that opened its mouth to receive your brother's blood you have shed. 

If you work the land, it will never again give you its yield. You will be a restless wanderer on the earth." 

Now that the original awareness of choice (knowledge of good and evil outcome) has been established, the Scripture asks us to look at what we carry forward in the burden of our sin, and more importantly … how do we bear it.  As it is said, “If you do not do right, sin is crouching at the door.”  (4:6-7)  Therefore, we must master it in the name of Jesus Christ or we will be mastered by it.  That result is well recorded ... worldly as well as eternal separation from God.  

So …while there were other offspring, the two we shall focus on are Cain and Abel.  They represent the duality in all of us; the two sides of us that remain in conflict for individuals and for nations … there is the side that does the right thing in God’s eyes and the side that desires to, does not, and is jealous of other’s acceptance.  It is the side that still rebels, and is condemned to live with the curse.  The curse is the nature of our higher brain.  We are gods out of control.  The curse does live on generation to generation, until the end.  Man would not ultimately be snuffed out ( as the story of Noah tells us) but he would suffer the consequences of his actions.  Even with all of that against us the mark of God is upon us.  That mark is our God-likeness.  Are we not all murderers?    

In the following explanation we see that Cain made a poor choice, he held back, and blamed another for his shortfall.  And Abel, as an innocent, paid the price for the sin of his brother as Christ would pay for the sins of all mankind.  I believe that this is a prophetic passage to reinforce the awareness that the consequences of our actions are real, and the sacrifice of an innocent is required to redeem us from a state that we cannot lift ourselves out of.   Adam & Eve’s behavior will be played back over and over in the Scriptures reminding us that our nature is never far below the surface of our actions.  Our offering should be given willingly not begrudgingly.  God is far more deserving than we can ever hope to imagine.

God accepted Abel's offering with favor, but He rejected Cain's offering. It wasn't due to a preference of meat over vegetables, but rather that Abel had brought the best that he possibly could, and had done it willingly. Cain knowingly brought not his best, and even then brought it grudgingly. The very same offering would have been accepted if it had been the best that he could do, and if he had offered it with the right attitude. Abel was cooperative and generous; Cain was selfish and miserly.   (Key-Way Publishing, Burford Ontario, Canada)
The crucial question in Genesis 4:9 posed by Cain when questioned by God regarding Abel’s whereabouts, “I do not know.  Am I my brother’s keeper?” is the crux of what the Bible confronts in its entirety. (13B;pg 7)   

Cain asks the question and Christ answers.  

Brother

Strong's Number: 251 

Transliterated: 'ach 
Phonetic: awkh 

Text:  a primitive word; a brother (used in the widest sense of literal relationship and metaphorical affinity or resemblance [like 1]): -- another, brother(-ly); kindred, like, other. Compare also the proper names beginning with "Ah-" or "Ahi-".

Further, it does not matter whether the relationship exists from the same father, mother or both; it is a general relationship.  A thing that is similar; a term of affection.

Keeper

Strong's Number: 8104 

Transliterated: shamar 

Phonetic: shaw-mar' 

Text:  a primitive root; properly, to hedge about (as with thorns), i.e. guard; generally, to protect, attend to, etc.: --beward, be circumspect, take heed (to self), keep(-er, self), mark, look narrowly, observe, preserve, regard, reserve, save (self), sure, (that lay) wait (for), watch(-man).

Oddly, as we are prone to, Cain is more concerned about what others will do to him, rather than showing remorse for what he has done.  As the Yiddish writer, Isaac Bashevis Singer said, “People who don’t show pity to others, crave it for themselves.”

Thought:  If there was not a precedent for murder in the newly formed world of man’s understanding, did Cain really understand the gravity of what he had done?    

Was killing another being a crime before it was first committed?  Was it truly a capital crime until we, as a species, became so proficient at it?  Did Satan invent it and did we merely perfect it?

As murder and poor treatment escalates, moral behavior spirals downward, God feels like an unhappy parent.  He is the Creator of a creature who has free will and whom He cannot control.  The level of God’s disappointment is large, so large that He utters Genesis 6:7   “ … for I am sorry that I have made them.”  (13Bpg 10) 

Noah & the Ark:  SELF love  (2319 B.C.)

Genesis 6:1-9 When mankind began to multiply on the earth and daughters were born to them, 

       the sons of God saw that the daughters of man were beautiful, and they took any they chose as wives for themselves. 

And the LORD said, "My Spirit will not remain with mankind forever, because they are corrupt. Their days will be 120 years." 

The Nephilim were on the earth both in those days and afterwards, when the sons of God came to the daughters of man, who bore children to them. They were the powerful men of old, the famous men. 

When the LORD saw that man's wickedness was widespread on the earth and that every scheme his mind thought of was nothing but evil all the time, 

       the LORD regretted that He had made man on the earth, and He was grieved in His heart. 

Then the LORD said, "I will wipe off the face of the earth: man, whom I created, together with the animals, creatures that crawl, and birds of the sky--for I regret that I made them." 

Noah, however, found favor in the eyes of the LORD. 

These are the family records of Noah. Noah was a righteous man, blameless among his contemporaries; Noah walked with God. 

It sounds, again, as though more than man had been involved in corrupting himself.  Apparently, even the fallen angels (as I interpret this) were taking liberties ... the defiling continued, perpetrating the act of Cain upon all the earth.  

The account of the Flood opens with a powerful description of human wickedness and sin.  Evil has triumphed, corrupting the goodness of God’s creation to its very foundations.  The meaning of the opening verses is unclear.  One possibility is that the passage refers to the corruption of angelic beings (a possible interpretation of the “sons of God”); another is that it refers to the spread of intermarriage and the breakdown of traditional family structures.  But whatever the explanation of these verses, its spiritual meaning is unambiguous:  God’s creation is in ruins.  (20B;pg 25-26) 

Proverbs 29:16  When the wicked increase, rebellion increases, but the righteous will see their downfall.
Whatever the issue, Satan has always been with us … whether it is as a transcendant being or as a spiritual obstacle and hindrance to our better nature.  God, however in His infinite mercy, was willing to call it all off except for the fact that He found one good man to sidetrack His intentions.  That theme is played out over and over in Scripture.  Note Lot and the Sodom & Gomorrah incident where Abraham bartered for delay of destruction should even fewer and fewer righteous men be found there.  In fact that is why, I believe, He waits to this day: one more decision for Him.  It is most certainly not because people have changed. 

Nephilim
Strong's Number: 5303 

Transliterated: nphiyl 

Phonetic: nef-eel' 

Text:  or nphil {nef-eel'}; from 5307; properly, a feller, i.e. a bully or tyrant: --giant.
In this text is the seed of hope even in the end of days.  We should not, however, take part in the very unraveling of the fabric of our world simply because it is unraveling without our permission.  This is as stern a warning today as it was then.  People have not changed, but the world is a more complex place.  Humanity, as a species it would appear, doesn’t respond well to an exponential escalation of complexity any more effectively than lower life forms.    Giants may simply be an allegory for giant problems, giant wickedness or a huge iniquity that pervaded the human landscape.  Maybe catastrophic evil that could not be eradicated in any other way … that the good in man was eclipsed by the disease of moral decay.  Did man refuse to seek redemption from a God they knew or did they simply not avail themselves of this opportunity … not caring about more than immediate gratification.  

Tower of Babel:  SELF delusion  (2218 B.C.)

Genesis 11:1-9   At one time the whole earth had the same language and vocabulary. 

As people migrated from the east, they found a valley in the land of Shinar and settled there. 

They said to each other, "Come, let us make oven-fired bricks." They had brick for stone and asphalt for mortar. 

And they said, "Come, let us build ourselves a city and a tower with its top in the sky. Let us make a name for ourselves; otherwise, we will be scattered over the face of the whole earth." 

Then the LORD came down to look over the city and the tower that the men were building. 

The LORD said, "If, as one people all having the same language, they have begun to do this, then nothing they plan to do will be impossible for them. 

Come, let Us go down there and confuse their language so that they will not understand one another's speech." 

So the LORD scattered them from there over the face of the whole earth, and they stopped building the city. 

Therefore its name is called Babylon, for there the LORD confused the language of the whole earth, and from there the LORD scattered them over the face of the whole earth. 

Because people gathered together in large groups and made that process work to their advantage, they became deluded into believing that they could do anything together … and this has been proven to be true over the course of human history; however, they began to believe that their power was unlimited, saw themselves as potential equals with God, and thus began to idolize themselves.  This was no different than worshipping a currency, a statue or a movie star.  They had placed another god before the one true God.  While this would chronologically be placed before Abram (Abraham) and his fathering of the Hebrew nation in worship of Jehovah, they evidently had a notion of God, where He was, and that they wanted to be near Him and like Him.  This isn’t really any different than Adam & Eve wanting to know what God knows.

The outcome of this scenario is essentially the same, also … the builders were scattered and their plans foiled.  I am convinced that Satan was also among these early people moving about among them, tempting them and trying them in God’s court.  Satan was, as he is prone to, also hindering them in the development of their faith.   

These people were busy trying to build a monument to themselves.  The human condition has really not changed over thousands of years.  Look around us and you will see all kinds of monuments to people and groups that we hope will provide a semblance of immortality.  (This is a weak substitute for having God as the ONLY monument in our lives.  If we keep God at the center of our lives in the person of Jesus Christ, we will build our monuments in the corrected perspective.)  And the consequences are the same … we are thwarted and God’s will prevails.  We do not learn by being guided, but by responding to, often from the shear impact of, life-altering consequences.  The difficult part is … countless others also pay for our transgressions.  Do we make mistakes that affect others?  You can answer that one in the privacy of your confession.

The message:  trust God, and the self will be fed.  Feed self alone and it will become its own all-consuming god.

for the division into nations and tongues was consequent on the attempt at unity in human pride in Babel  (from John Darby’s Synopsis on e-Sword)
Humans desire to “make a name” for themselves – that is, to become famous, even immortal – represents a normal, although not always noble, expression of the human ego.  But why do the people believe that if they don’t build such a tower, they will be scattered throughout the world?  The Bible doesn’t tell us.  (39B;pg 19) 

Reference:  “ … otherwise, we will be scattered over the face of the whole earth." 

The answer, I think, lies in the fear we have of being alone … apart from God and apart from one another.  Thus the desire to rise to meet God (from where we fell).  Our motives are certainly questionable, but ultimately they are aimed at quelling our fear of being alone in the infinite darkness.

Out of separation arises Abraham and our covenant. 

Abraham, the Father of the faith:  SELF denial  (1891 B.C.)

Genesis 12:1-5  The LORD said to Abram: Go out from your land, your relatives, and your father's house to the land that I will show you. 

I will make you into a great nation, I will bless you, I will make your name great, and you will be a blessing. 

I will bless those who bless you, I will curse those who treat you with contempt, and all the peoples on earth will be blessed through you. 

So Abram went, as the LORD had told him, and Lot went with him. Abram was 75 years old when he left Haran. 

He took his wife Sarai, his nephew Lot, all the possessions they had accumulated, and the people he had acquired in Haran, and they set out for the land of Canaan.
This promise to Abraham and his seed was not for their sake only.  It was intended ultimately to bring redemption to the whole world.  Through a covenant with God which was stipulated later (Genesis 15:18-21), Abraham’s family became a divine protectorate which harbored the hope of its fulfillment.  (13B;pg 18)
How far would any of us travel?  How far is far enough for God?  

As a side bar, the land that was “far off” was several hundred miles to the west, and Abraham evidently knew little of that region.  Even though it is stated in Scripture, Abraham did not know that Canaan was his destination.  This was recorded later for both previous and yet untold events by Moses.  If a day’s journey was an average of 20 miles, then it would have been a minimum of 2-3 weeks on foot with all of the family and household possessions.  Not a trek taken lightly by an old, and well-established patriarch.

Abraham took a huge risk at a time when monotheism was not a well-understood practice … therefore it stretches the mind to consider the convincing nature of the command from an unnamed God … one that would convince a man of Abraham’s stature to “pack it up” and not look back.  This was the original story of self-denial; and it sets the tone for all others including, and concluding in, the selfless sacrifice of Christ. 

Abraham (then Abram) set self aside and took on the yoke of God by following in faith what could not be known.  However, in those times God apparently “talked” to His fledgling nation in ways we do not understand today.  That may have been accepted and probably expected, while today we rely on the recorded Word and silence guidance.  Signs do abound, yet all the evidence is available to us.  Such was not the case in the distant reaches of our spiritual past.  At that time there was no precedent; all events were firsts.  There is much we can learn from these lessons.  Faith was vital for Abraham, Moses and for us.  It is not the end, but the means, that have morphed over the millennia.

Abram’s dream sounds much like what we all, as believers, experience in chapter 15.

Genesis 15:12-14  As the sun was setting, a deep sleep fell on Abram, and suddenly a terror and great darkness descended on him. 

Then the LORD said to Abram, "Know this for certain: Your offspring will be strangers in a land that does not belong to them; they will be enslaved and oppressed 400 years. 

However, I will judge the nation they serve, and afterwards they will go out with many possessions. 

Stranger

Strong's Number: 1616 

Transliterated: ger 

Phonetic: gare 

Text:  or (fully) geyr (gare); from 1481; properly, a guest; by implication, a foreigner: -alien, sojourner, stranger.

As believers we are all strangers (or guests) in a world that belongs to another.  That is why it is said to be “passersby.”

In Genesis 18:19 God confides his intention to offer a more broad moral and theological dimension to his mission.

This particularly significant verse expresses the idea that Abraham has been singled out for a special mission, to stand for justice.  The label “Chosen People” has of course long been applied to the Jews, who are known as “the Children of Abraham.”  God’s defining “the way of the Lord” as “doing what is just and right” underscores the Bible’s primary message:  that there is One Lord, and His major requirement of humankind is ethical behavior. (39B;pg 23)

Note that the progression of the New Testament asserts that following Christ embodies the “Laws of the prophets and all of the Commandments,” and that keeping Him at the center of your life will provide the outcome of “just and ethical behavior.”  Neither current day believers, or Jews of the days past, have perfectly executed a Godly and just life. But we must continue to make every effort.  The “hinderer” is ever vigilant.

Yet we are still left wondering: What is it about Abraham that impels God to choose him for this mission?   … about Abraham there are no such stories.  All we know is that God saw something special within him, and as the historical record shows, God’s instinct, needless to say, was very sound.

As theologian Louis Jacobs notes:  “The world owes Israel the idea of one God of righteousness and holiness.  This is how God became known to mankind.”  (A Jewish Theology)   (39B;pg 23) 

The world now knows the dual covenants with Abraham’s sons, Isaac and Ishmael.  Isaac born in the covenant of God’s will, Ishmael outside the covenant.  Both would be the fathers of great nations … those that are in conflict to this day …  Isaac the father of Israel and Ishmael the father of the Arab nations.

Genesis set the precedent, defined God’s standard, and still governs … unfolding in our daily lives.

There is so much more: a lifetime could be spent fleshing out the Scripture line by line.  It all is as relevant today as it was so many thousands of years ago.
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