Do you fit the mold?

I guess we should establish what a mold is, and whether “fitting it” is a good thing.

1: distinctive nature or character   

2: the frame on or around which an object is constructed 

3: a cavity in which a substance is shaped
4: an example to be followed 

5: fixed pattern 
These definitions tell us different things, some positive and some less so.  Molds and patterns serve specific purposes.

We truly hope to be an example to be followed as was Christ, and we do want to emulate and continue that pattern.  However, a pattern does not have to be fixed or immovable.  It can serve as a specific point of reference.  Christ is true “north” on our spiritual compass.

We do not want to “frame” someone in with our personal understanding, but want to rightfully and righteously inform.  We do not want to be an obstacle.  A cavity holds us in, and yet we must overflow into the world we know as a witness.

We certainly do not want to represent a fixed and inflexible pattern or method, i.e., religion.  It is true that we have only one path that leads us to God (that “Way” is through His Son, Jesus) yet we cannot presume to know, or to construct, one’s personal relationship with Him.  That would be a distinctive nature or character.  True character is embodied in spiritual strength and might.

And, we do not want our lives to be a “fixed pattern” that is so rigid as to be unattractive and unbearable.  It is not about endurance, but about a relationship.  What does Scripture tell us?  Paul writes in 

Galatians 6:15   For neither is circumcision of any importance, nor uncircumcision, but a new creation (new creature in KJV). (47B;pg 1079)

The Amplified Bible goes on to say what is implied: That each one must be new, that is to say, born again in Christ Jesus …accepting his redemptive act on the cross as personally salvific by its very nature.

1.) What does it mean to be a “new creature?”

2.) Do you feel that you are in a mold or adhere to a pattern? Why?

3.) Does the term “born again” have a negative connotation for you?  What term would you use?  Note:  This is not about comfort.

4.) Does you faith feel rigid or religious?  Is that OK with you? Explain.

5.) Why does Paul discuss circumcision?  Does this imply a sexual mold?
