Faith & politics

Do not mix these two in an effort to save our nation … or any nation.  There are only one chosen people, and they are the Jews, the nation of Israel.  God has made no statement to the contrary, even though Matthew 21:43 speaks of the fruits of an unnamed nation.

Take a close look at the following verses:

Matthew 6:24  “No one can be a slave of two masters, since either he will hate the one and love the other, or be devoted to one and despise the other.” 

About money or material wealth.

Mark 12:17  Then Jesus told them, “ Give back to Caesar the things that are Caesar’s, and to God the things that are God’s.”

About taxes and loyalty. 

Matthew 2:6  “And you Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least among the leaders of Judah; because out of you will come a leader who will shepherd My people Israel.”  (all from eSword; c.2005, Holman Translation)

About prophecy concerning Christ from Micah.

In an effort to take nothing out of context these need to be viewed in light of the time and to whom they were addressed.  Just to be sure we do not exclude Isaiah, and his prophecy about the “Government being upon His shoulders,” which is addressing the nation of Israel and the coming of the Messiah.

Also, be aware that while religion was (and is) definitely at the core of the law of our land, and figured into the Constitution and the Declaration of Independence, our forefathers were generally Deists, not Christians.  Point in fact: in any of the aforementioned documents is the name of Jesus Christ lifted high?  No, it is a God-based, Old Testament, rule of law derived from Roman republican practice and Greek philosophy.  It was not wholly democratic, either. And while Rome made Christianity the state religion, it was not about Christ that most Roman adherents were interested … at least in the beginning.  They were drawn to the status it would provide in the eyes of state leaders, and the power that association conferred. 

Truth is … it isn’t about your relationship with your government or affiliation with a political party, but it has everything to do with your personal relationship with Jesus Christ.  That is all that matters.  God has the rest of it under control regardless of who we vote into office.  His will shall be accomplished!

Now, that isn’t to say that we shouldn’t vote our conscience or that we should sidestep our responsibility of evaluating the characteristics of strong leadership in our political candidates.  But it is also fair to say that we should not be purposely voting for a theocratic state, which is what you are doing if you want all leaders to meet a specific religious profile.  We are not an ancient Israel nor do most of us wish to recreate something like an Iran or a Syria … or even a Saudi Arabia. This is not about right wing Republican voters being potentially “better” Christians than their Democratic counterparts.  I don’t think that many of us would appreciate being governed by an Imam or a Pontiff because in that power structure is the inherent potential for abuse of the people … otherwise known as sin.

This is why Christ called for worshipping one master, separating what we give to the state and to God, and understanding the distinction between God’s chosen people (to whom we are heirs in Christ) and all the rest.  Know the difference and set Christ above it all!  Even if you don’t completely understand it, God’s plan will work at all times and in all places. 

1.) Do you believe there is more than one side to most stories?  Why are Christ and His Word the exception? 

2.) Do you believe that one group of politically aligned persons is more faithful than another?  Why or why not?

3.) Why does religion not make a difference?  Remember that the Pharisees were very “religious,” and Christ made examples of them.

4.)  Why do you think that no modern secular leader in our country has ever uttered the name of Christ, specifically Presidents?  Do you think that is a correct course of action?

5.) Do you believe that our founding fathers wanted to keep church and state strictly separated?  

