Extraterrestrial Life

With continued interest in the “alleged” UFO crash at Roswell, New Mexico, are you prepared to accept the notion that we may not be the only intelligent life in the universe?

What does this mean to you in terms of your faith?  Does your faith prepare you for this or does it prevent you from even considering the concept?

Do you believe God created us, and only us, or is it possible that God can do what He pleases (being perfect and all), and that we as a human species may not have been His only successful effort?  We may be His favorite, but not His only.   How does that sit with you?

There is no doubt that Biblical Scripture assures us, while at times frustrated, God is pleased with humanity as His creation; and that even the angels are a “rung below us,” so to speak.  But does that really mean that God told us everything?  I doubt it.  We do not know the mind of God.

Another aspect of this theology is the odd notion of our perpetual arrogance … when we presume that there could not possibly be anything equal to, or greater than, our humanity.  Why is it that we feel that we are the absolute fulfillment of God’s creative force?  Are we the best that a perfect God can come up with?  I don’t mean to diminish our place, but it does beg the question.

As an artist, I can say that while I have done some very decent work, a handful of my earlier stuff remains my favorite.  This is not because of its excellence or perfection, but because of the place it has in my heart.  I think this is the way it is with God and us.

If we truly believe in God, through Jesus Christ, we need not fear for our lives or our place here, in the vastness of space, or in eternity.  There is no evidence that suggests that we are to be displaced.

And, yes, there are compelling slices of the human experience that evidently represent God … and the converse is also true, I believe.  Suffice it to say, God is far too vast an entity for us to truly comprehend all that is His mystery.  Therefore, what is His image … really?  Nor do I not think that Biblical Scripture prohibits the option of other life forms existing elsewhere in God’s realm.  If God is perfect, there is nothing to prevent it.

Genesis 1:27  So God created human beings in His own image.  In the image of God, He created them; male and female He created them.   (LASB pg. 7)

Isaiah 44:18   Such people do not comprehend and cannot understand, for He has shut their eyes so they cannot see, and their minds so they cannot understand.

John 21:25   And there are also many other things that Jesus did, which, if they were written one by one, I suppose not even the world itself could contain the books that would be written.

Colossians 2:2   I want their hearts to be encouraged and joined together in love, so that they may have all the riches of assured understanding, and have the knowledge of God's mystery--Christ. 

Ephesians 5:32   This mystery is profound, but I am talking about Christ and the church. 

Are we content to accept the greatest mystery of all: Christ with us?  That is far more interesting than aliens in our midst.

So, there are many things we do not understand … are you OK with that?

What is God’s image?

Are you uncomfortable with the notion that there may be other aspects of God’s creative force, than the ones we are familiar with in Scripture?

As Christians are we not aliens in this world? 

