Evil:  What do you think?

I guess the first question that needs to be answered is whether or not you believe that Satan, or whatever name you have been taught, exists as does God, Jesus or the Saints.

1Peter 5:8  Be sober! Be on the alert! Your adversary the Devil is prowling around like a roaring lion, looking for anyone he can devour. (HCSB, e-Sword 2005 Rick Meyer)
Do you believe this?  Are you sober and aware of the pitfalls and snares?  We feel very insulated by our lifestyles, and look at most of the literature on Satan as Hollywood’s version of our faith … as entertainment.  Now, I doubt that Satan exists, as we would visualize him with horns and a tail, though I doubt that his spirit is at all attractive.  I am more concerned with those “movers and shakers” behind the scenes than those we identify with satanic behavior.  I am more concerned with 3-piece suits than upside down crosses.  I do think, however, that these outlandish images do misdirect our understanding of who Satan really is, and how he operates.  Remember that Satan is the author of lies.  My Dad used to say, “Don’t believe anything you hear, and only half of what you see.”

Also, notice the intentional use of adversary, which is the true nature of Satan (which means accuser).  Do not mistake the mission or nature of an accuser.  He (or maybe she) is looking for ways to “weasel” into our inner circle to tempt and deceive … to call us out and prove us unworthy.  We are no more exempt than Job.  He is looking for an invitation into lives, so he can implant the cancer of lies.  It is not about an event, but the process of a slow-motion downward spiral, one life at a time.

See the article at the end of the lesson.  It seems that, on the surface, this is nothing more than a report of one more crazed mother who is destructive and drug addicted.  But what if that is only our natural first impression, and there is a deeper reality being covered up … one that we would rather not have to deal with.  I find the article disturbing, and far more frightening that anything Hollywood has offered us lately.     

This is a study from Jamieson, Fausset and Brown Commentary (e-Sword 2005 Rick Meyer)
1Peter 5:8 - 

Peter has in mind Christ’s warning to himself to watch against Satan, from forgetting which he fell (probably harking back to the denial and periods of unbelief).

Be sober ... vigilant — “Care,” that is, anxiety, will intoxicate the soul; therefore be sober, that is, self-restrained. Yet, lest this freedom from care should lead any to false security, he adds, “Be vigilant” against “your adversary.” Let this be your “care.” God provides, therefore do not be anxious. The devil seeks, therefore watch [Bengel].

because — omitted in the oldest manuscripts The broken and disjointed sentences are more fervid and forcible. Lucifer of Cagliari reads as English Version.
adversary — literally, “opponent in a court of justice” (Zec_3:1). “Satan” means opponent. “Devil,” accuser or slanderer (Rev_12:10). “The enemy” (Mat_13:39). “A murderer from the beginning” (Joh_8:44). He counteracts the Gospel and its agents. “The tempter.”

roaring lion — implying his violent and insatiable thirst for prey as a hungry lion. Through man’s sin he got God’s justice on his side against us; but Christ, our Advocate, by fulfilling all the demands of justice for us, has made our redemption altogether consistent with justice.

walketh about — (Job_1:7; Job_2:2). So the children of the wicked one cannot rest. Evil spirits are in 2Pe_2:4; Jud_1:6, said to be already in chains of darkness and in hell. This probably means that this is their doom finally: a doom already begun in part; though for a time they are permitted to roam in the world (of which Satan is prince), especially in the dark air that surrounds the earth. Hence perhaps arises the miasma of the air at times, as physical and moral evil are closely connected.

devour — entangle in worldly “care” (1Pe_5:7) and other snares, so as finally to destroy. Compare Rev_12:15, Rev_12:16.

From People’s New Testament (e-Sword 2005 Rick Meyer)
5:9   Whom resist. See Jam_4:7. When the devil is resisted he flees. 

Stedfast. Firm in the faith. 

Knowing that the same sufferings, etc. That your sufferings are not unusual, but that the brethren everywhere suffer as you do. 

And the God of all grace. Who bestows all grace. 

Who called you. God is always spoken of as the author of the calling. 

A little while. You may be called to suffer for a season, but it will soon be over. 

Make you perfect. He will supply every need, leave nothing wanting.

Something to consider …

Luke 10:18   And he said unto them, “I beheld Satan as lightning fall from heaven.”  (NKJV, e-Sword 2005 Rick Meyer)
This is Christ’s recollection from before time began, as we understand it. If you believe what Peter, or the author of Peter, recorded as the words of Jesus, then you must believe that Lucifer (or Satan) has existed, does exist, and will continue to exist until God decides differently.  Satan exists at God’s pleasure, and is therefore vital to His glory.

Woman says, she ‘took baby to Satan.’

By Eric Robinette Staff Writer
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LEBANON—Police on Saturday arrested a woman who said she had taken her baby to the devil, after she had allegedly left it in the center of the road.

  According to the Lebanon Division of Police, at about 2:38 A.M. Saturday, a motorist reported seeing a naked black female carrying a baby and walking in the roadway on Miller Road Extension, east of the intersection of North Broadway and Miller Road.  The motorist reported that the woman had said she was “taking the baby to Satan,” according to the news release.

   Officers responded to the scene and found the woman naked and covered in blood, but without the baby.  The woman did not respond to the officers, except to say she had taken the baby to Satan and it was Satan’s child.

   The woman was from Lebanon and taken to Bethesda Medical Center at Arrow Springs for medical and psychological evaluation.  (I have purposely left out the woman’s name and address).

  A second Lebanon police officer soon found the 7-week-old infant laying on his back in the middle of Miller Road, placed across the double yellow center line, about a mile from where the woman was found.

     The infant was taken to the Lebanon Division of Fire facility on West Silver Street, and Warren County Children Services took custody of the child, who was unharmed, said Lebanon dispatcher Becky Hughes.  The baby was later taken to relatives.

     Police said charges are being prepared against Mitchell.  The charges are for child endangerment, disorderly conduct and aggravated arson.  The arson charge stems from an investigation at Mitchell’s residence, where accelerants were found, although there was no indication the apartment had actually burned, Hughes said.

     Police are continuing to investigate the case.

1.) What is your definition of Satan?  Where does this arise from in your experience or upbringing?

2.) Why do you think Lucifer is not often mentioned from the pulpit?

3.) Where is the first place Satan shows up in Scripture (other than in Genesis)?

4.) What are your thoughts on the text of the article?  What makes the story particularly disturbing?

5.) Why do you think Satan is mentioned so frequently in the New Testament, and less so in the Old?

