Paul prays in his hardship

Ephesians 3: 13-17   Therefore I ask that you do not lose heart at my tribulations for you, which is your glory. For this reason I bow my knees before the Father, from whom every family in heaven and on earth is named, that according to the riches of His glory He may grant you to be strengthened with power through His spirit in your inner being, that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith; that you, being rooted and grounded in love … 

The above passage is from Paul’s letter to the Ephesians, in what is now [western] Turkey on the eastern shore of the Aegean Sea.  This letter was one of reassurance and hope to Christians in Ephesus during Paul’s imprisonment in Rome.  Aside from the greeting and closing the Letter is comprised of two distinct parts … What God has done for believers  & what God desires for believers.  Ephesus operated as a city-state with strong pagan influences; being the chosen location for the temple of Diana, one of the seven wonders of the ancient world indicates the challenge early Christians faced.   (The Portable Seminary, copyright 2006 by BethanyHouse, David Horton, Editor; pg 320-321) 

II.
Paul expresses an earnest wish that they should comprehend the glory of this plan of salvation; Eph_3:13-19. Particularly, he desires them not to faint on account of his afflictions in their behalf; declares that he bows his knees in prayer before the great Father of the redeemed family, that God would be pleased to strengthen them, and enlighten them, and give them clear views of the glorious plan. (Albert Barnes’ Notes commentary e-Sword 2005 Rick Meyers)

Ephesians 3 - SUMMARY.--The Hidden Mystery Revealed to the Apostle. The Gentiles to Be Fellow-Heirs. Paul's Mission to the Gentiles. The Prayer in Behalf of Gentile Christians. That They May Know the Surpassing Love of Christ.

(The Peoples New Testament Summary e-Sword 2005 Rick Meyers)

I used the above commentary to boost this lesson.  Sometimes external inspiration is a necessity.  God does provide.

Paul is asking us to accept his tribulation for us as an act of his devotion through his strength in Christ.  He claims Christ and Christ alone for all that he is, and his humanity for what he is not.  We should all gain strength through the strength of our brethren in which dwells the true body of Christ.  This is the church … not the building, but the presence of the Holy Spirit.  

This message to all Gentiles is a reminder that the Mystery is to be revealed to them.  That was ultimately God’s plan since Jerusalem would not exist as the center of Judaism after the demise of the Temple in A.D. 70.  Paul in this role is a witness to the nature of Christ as God & Savior: the Way is a collective, and he as a former Pharisee is the strongest witness to this Godly union of Gentile and Jew.   He embodies the union of both OT and NT theologies. In other words, he is the most “credible witness” to Christ-likeness:  That all things come to fruition in Him.  

There is also an intentional reference, I presume, to Christ’s own suffering for the Gentile in Paul’s letters.  Paul’s willing tribulation is an unmistaken parallel to that same willingness of Christ to suffer for his fellow man … even for the unbeliever and the persecutor.  I am sure there existed an internal conflict for Paul, a need for personal atonement.  And it is fascinating to me that Paul in his humble nature isn’t always so humble.  He knows shame, but he is not ashamed. He plays the martyr well, and yet he struggles openly and defiantly with his Christianity and his powerful Pharisaic roots.  Like him we are of two minds and two heritages.  Amen.

How do you address this duality in your faith: the Jew and the Gentile?  

Do you use both of your lives or only the one less colorful and acceptable?

Why should we deny out journey as a significant contribution to who we are?  

If you have received this lesson (or if you have found it), and are interested in being part of a Christian men’s group, we meet at the iHop on Tylersville Rd. (next to Walgreen) at 6:30 each Friday morning.  Our meeting lasts about an hour, and is an open (very open) discussion lead by Rev. Sean Lawrence.  We meet clear in the back at the north end of the restaurant.  Sean is the bald guy … hard to miss that early in the morning.  We would be privileged to have you attend.  Bless you in Christ Jesus.

Contact Sean at revsean@gatheringspirit.org or visit website www.gatheringspirit.org
