Ecclesiastes 11:5   As you know not what is the way of the wind, or how the spirit comes to the bones in the womb of a pregnant woman, even so you know not the work of God, Who does all.  (47B;pg 589) 

We have to trust God, and take what we don’t know on faith.  More foolish than acceptance on the basis of faith is the attempt to explain away everything, and to discover that at the end of the process we are left with the what, but not the how or the why.  God’s ways, even in the day to day, are a mystery.

That is partly what Solomon is telling us … we don’t know why things happen, but they do.  And because we don’t understand it doesn’t detract from our experience … God understands, and that is of vital importance.  It’s OK.

The passage that precedes this, and places the it in context, says (if I may paraphrase), “If you rely only on observation, and never act because the conditions aren’t perfect, you’ll never get anything accomplished.”   

More often than not we are working with imperfect information, in an imperfect world, with little more than a forecast to guide us, which is …imperfect!  Only God is perfect, so we have to use our imperfect methods and implements, and rely on Him to create the appropriate outcome.  In other words, just showing up and doing something is far mightier than the critics who would analyze and never act.  God takes care of the big stuff; we simply need to trust Him and go about our business [with His glorification in mind].  Ultimately, no matter how hard we work against Him, His will is always being accomplished.  Doesn’t it make perfect sense for an imperfect being to submit to the will of a perfect God?  Defiance is sin.  Amen.

We don’t need to know everything.  We need to know God!

1.) Have you ever waited for the perfect opportunity and it never came?  What did you miss?

2.) What if we knew everything and didn’t know God?  What would be the outcome?

3.) Do you believe that God will always take care of us if we act on faith?  Why or why not?  What has been your personal experience?

4.) Why do we hesitate to act when we say we believe that God “has our backs?”

5.) With all of our science and technology, what basic questions are still left unanswered? 

