Easter and the day everything changed

Mat 28:1-8  After the Sabbath, as the first day of the week was dawning, Mary Magdalene and the other Mary went to view the tomb. 

Suddenly there was a violent earthquake, because an angel of the Lord descended from heaven and approached the tomb. He rolled back the stone and was sitting on it. 

His appearance was like lightning, and his robe was as white as snow. 

The guards were so shaken from fear of him that they became like dead men. 

But the angel told the women, "Don't be afraid, because I know you are looking for Jesus who was crucified. 

He is not here! For He has been resurrected, just as He said. Come and see the place where He lay. 

Then go quickly and tell His disciples, 'He has been raised from the dead. In fact, He is going ahead of you to Galilee; you will see Him there.' Listen, I have told you." 

So, departing quickly from the tomb with fear and great joy, they ran to tell His disciples the news. 

This is what our faith is:  “For He has been resurrected, just as He said.”

This truly encompasses the essential doctrine of “The Way,” or what would later be called Christianity.  Christ, sinless and perfect, became sin for us, died on the cross, and was buried … conquered sin and death that we might have eternal life, if only we believe in Him as Lord and Savior.

He is the Beginning and the End, the Alpha and the Omega.

What follows is the Apostles’ Creed from the Lutheran Book of Worship, but is not exclusive to any specific denomination.  The Creed was put together, as a profession of faith, by the early (catholic or universal) church sometime between the third and sixth centuries.  The idea was to bind the faithful together under a common statement of faith.  It was first used as a baptismal confession. 

The APOSTLES’ CREED

We believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.

We believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit(*)

and born of the virgin Mary.

He suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died and was buried.

He descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again.

He ascended into heaven,

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

We believe in the Holy Spirit

the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body

and the life everlasting.

Amen.
Isaiah 53:2-7  He grew up before Him like a young plant and like a root out of dry ground. He had no form or splendor that we should look at Him, no appearance that we should desire Him. 

He was despised and rejected by men, a man of suffering who knew what sickness was. He was like one people turned away from; He was despised, and we didn't value Him. 

Yet He Himself bore our sicknesses, and He carried our pains; but we in turn regarded Him stricken, struck down by God, and afflicted. 

But He was pierced because of our transgressions, crushed because of our iniquities; punishment for our peace was on Him, and we are healed by His wounds. 

We all went astray like sheep; we all have turned to our own way; and the LORD has punished Him for the iniquity of us all. 

He was oppressed and afflicted, yet He did not open His mouth. Like a lamb led to the slaughter and like a sheep silent before her slaughter, He did not open His mouth. 

This prophecy foretells the anguish of Christ as a man of suffering … He knew all the pitfalls of man and yet was fully God.   I also believe that this suggests how not unlike us He was.  He may have been of some stature, but not necessarily unusual in looks, especially when considering His orthodox Hebrew/Middle Eastern appearance.  

Mark 14:1-2  After two days it was the Passover and the Festival of Unleavened Bread. The chief priests and the scribes were looking for a treacherous way to arrest and kill Him. 

 "Not during the festival," they said, "or there may be rioting among the people." 
Mark 14:12-25  On the first day of Unleavened Bread, when they sacrifice the Passover lamb, His disciples asked Him, "Where do You want us to go and prepare the Passover so You may eat it?" 

So He sent two of His disciples and told them, "Go into the city, and a man carrying a water jug will meet you. Follow him.
Wherever he enters, tell the owner of the house, 'The Teacher says, "Where is the guest room for Me to eat the Passover with My disciples?"'
He will show you a large room upstairs, furnished and ready. Make the preparations for us there."
So the disciples went out, entered the city, and found it just as He had told them, and they prepared the Passover. 

When evening came, He arrived with the Twelve. 

While they were reclining and eating, Jesus said, "I assure you: One of you will betray Me--one who is eating with Me!"
They began to be distressed and to say to Him one by one, "Surely not I?" 

He said to them, "It is one of the Twelve--the one who is dipping bread with Me in the bowl.
For the Son of Man will go just as it is written about Him, but woe to that man by whom the Son of Man is betrayed! It would have been better for that man if he had not been born."
As they were eating, He took bread, blessed and broke it, gave it to them, and said, "Take it; this is My body."
Then He took a cup, and after giving thanks, He gave it to them, and so they all drank from it.

He said to them, "This is My blood that establishes the covenant; it is shed for many.
I assure you: I will no longer drink of the fruit of the vine until that day when I drink it in a new way in the kingdom of God."
Easter is the Passover Supper celebrated to recall the last plague, the one that finally drove the Pharaoh to send the Israelites out of bondage and into Canaan.  Of course this would end up being a 40 year travail due to disobedience.  Note that the 40 days Christ spent after His baptism, and before His active ministry, were spent in the “desert” and it was a time of temptation and preparation.  These are also our times.

 Exodus 12:21  Then Moses summoned all the elders of Israel and said to them, "Go, select an animal from the flock according to your families, and slaughter the Passover lamb. 

 Take a cluster of hyssop, dip it in the blood that is in the basin, and brush the lintel and the two doorposts with some of the blood in the basin. None of you may go out the door of his house until morning. 

When the LORD passes through to strike Egypt and sees the blood on the lintel and the two doorposts, He will pass over the door and not let the destroyer enter your houses to strike you. 

"Keep this command permanently as a statute for you and your descendants. 

When you enter the land that the LORD will give you as He promised, you are to observe this ritual. 

(Passages above are from the e-Sword website by Rick Meyer and the Holman Christian Standard Bible)

Passover is one of the principle feasts in the Israelite religious calendar.  The foundations for the feast are the means God revealed to the Israelites to escape the 10th plague (the Angel of Death or mashut), and should be continued as a rite to perpetuate the memory of God’s saving power.

The name of the feast, Pesah, is derived from the verb pasha, which means to pass over or spare.  

The Passover lamb was killed and the blood spilled into a basin.  Then with a spray of hyssop (an herb) the blood was brushed on the lintel and two doorposts, so that the homes would be marked and “passed over” by the Angel of Death, the Destroyer.  The lamb had to be eaten hastily, for all were ready for the journey or exodus.  The use of unleavened bread and bitter herbs are explained by the historical circumstances in which the first  

Pasch (Pesah) took place and the journey of the exodus ahead of the nation of Israel.

There is evidence that this feast, which was originally domestic in nature, was practiced by nomadic tribesmen very early in the spring as a fertility rite much earlier than the Exodus account.  (28B;pg 511)
It should be noted that even in this feast there is prophecy regarding the slaughter of the Lamb of God … Jesus Christ.  There were to be no bones broken in the original Pasch, as Christ’s legs were not broken on the cross.  This is not coincidence as the whole of the Old Testament is a prophecy to usher in The Christ.

Jesus is the Paschal Lamb.  

Christ celebrated the Paschal Feast with His disciples and gave it the meaning we recall today.  He became the sacrificial lamb to atone not only for the sins of the nation of Israel, but for the sins of the world.  In addition He conquered death on our behalf, and provided the means of grace, “that whoever believes in Him should not perish, but have eternal life. For God did not send the Son into the world to judge the world, but that the world should be saved through Him”  (13B;pg 1401)

Saved

Strong's Number: 4982 

Transliterated: sozo 

Phonetic: sode'-zo 

Text:  from a primary sos (contraction for obsolete saoz, "safe"); to save, i.e. deliver or protect (literally or figuratively): -- heal, preserve, save (self), do well, be (make) whole.

Make no mistake, this is a literal salvation from eternal death and separation from God.  Under Hebrew law, one was judged by the Law (all 613 of them) … which only proved how lacking we are even at our very best and obedient, as individuals, as a society and a species.  Not that we are unworthy, far from it, but that we cannot save ourselves.  The Laws proved that, and Christ came to fulfill the Law by being perfection in our place.  He died for us first so that death would not be a period of sleep, but a conscious awareness of God in His heaven.

Remember the definition of Grace:  receiving something we do not deserve or merit by our own effort.  Unlike merit badges for Boy Scouts, you cannot earn these.  They are freely given if you only believe that Jesus is The Christ.

Thought:  do you obey all of the laws of this land?  Now, how about spiritual laws?  Are you a good person?  Is that “good” enough?  When do you ever complete the task of doing enough or being good enough?

By this time, early in the first century, the Paschal and Unleavened Bread Feasts or massot were celebrated together over an 8 day period, were essentially merged, and celebrated at Passover.  In ancient times unleavened bread was mandatory for offerings that accompanied sacrifices.  It was originally an agricultural feast and celebrated at the beginning of harvesting.  It lasted 7 days during which bread made from new corn was consumed.  The new corn was unmixed with anything from the previous year, thus without the infusion of yeasted dough … and so it was unleavened.

The Paschal Feast had originally been a feast of shepherds or a pastoral feast, and linked to the memory of Exodus.  It was celebrated in the month of Nisan-Abib (March-April timeframe) during the full moon.  In Jerusalem it was celebrated at the beginning of the festival week followed by the massot.  

Note:  In all likelihood Christ would have been born in the spring of the year, also, just as any lamb or other domestic animal.  The church calendar places Christmas at the darkest time of the year (the winter solstice) for emphasis.  Christ follows the “cycle of the lamb.”

Deuteronomy 16:1-10  "Observe the month of Abib and celebrate the Passover to the LORD your God, because the LORD your God brought you out of Egypt by night in the month of Abib. 

Sacrifice to the LORD your God a Passover animal from the herd or flock in the place where the LORD chooses to have His name dwell. 

You must not eat leavened bread with it. For seven days you are to eat unleavened bread with it, the bread of hardship--because you left the land of Egypt in a hurry--so that you may remember for the rest of your life the day you left the land of Egypt. 

No yeast is to be found anywhere in your territory for seven days, and none of the meat you sacrifice in the evening of the first day is to remain until morning. 

You are not to sacrifice the Passover animal in any of the towns the LORD your God is giving you. 

You must only sacrifice the Passover animal at the place where the LORD your God chooses to have His name dwell. Do this in the evening as the sun sets at the same time of day you departed from Egypt. 

You are to cook and eat it in the place the LORD your God chooses, and you are to return to your tents in the morning. 

You must eat unleavened bread for six days. On the seventh day there is to be a solemn assembly to the LORD your God, and you must not do any work. 

"You are to count seven weeks, counting the weeks from the time the sickle is first put to the standing grain. 

 You are to celebrate the Festival of Weeks to the LORD your God with a freewill offering that you give in proportion to how the LORD your God has blessed you.” 

(Passages above are from the e-Sword website by Rick Meyer and the Holman Christian Standard Bible)

In answer to the question about the Lenten tradition … it is just that.  There is no Scriptural support for the tradition, except the concept of fasting as spiritual preparation.  The 40 day, or the number 40, is used widely throughout the Bible in both Old and New Testament passages.  

Lent is the 40 day period of spiritual preparation prior to Easter beginning with Ash Wednesday.  During that period Maundy Thursday (The Last Supper) and Good Friday (the day of crucifixion) are celebrated.

Some other Biblical references to the number “40” are …

40 days from the Resurrection, Christ ascended to the Father after dwelling among His followers … to return again at the End of Days.  Acts 1:3
40 years the nation of Israel wandered in the wilderness for disobedience to God, so that all of that generation might perish, because of their lack of faith, before entering the promised land of Canaan.  The Israelites became afraid and distrusted God when their spies returned and foretold danger.   Deuteronomy 2:7, Nehemiah 9:21 

40 days and 40 nights Moses spent with God on Mt Sinai before going down to discover they had become corrupt, and then again for the second set.  Deuteronomy 9:9&11, 10:10
40 days from His baptism by John, Christ remained in the desert preparing for His ministry.  There he was tempted by Satan and thus prepared for what was ahead.

Matthew 4:1-2, Mark 1:13

40 days and 40 nights it rained and thus the Ark was raised and floated until the water subsided.  Genesis 7:12

40 years David ruled as king over the nation of Israel.  II Samuel 5:4
Easter is the celebration of the sacrifice of the Lamb … a tradition that came full circle and thus provided the opportunity for the salvation of us all.  I have provided the introduction by discussing what preceded the Paschal Passion play so that the connectedness of both Testaments would be made evident.

As a sidebar … the tradition of Lenten fasting has a source and was a familiar tradition  (Judges 20:26, II Chronicles 20:3) with the Hebrew culture; it was a cleansing and centering process.  This was commonly abstinence from red meats for the purpose of spiritual discipline. The essence of this is sacrifice, and therefore atonement for sin or repentance.  The idea for setting aside meat had its origins in early church history as far back as the 3rd century, with remembrances of both Wednesday (the day Judas concocted the plan to betray Christ) and Friday (the day Christ was crucified).  Wednesdays slipped into disuse over time while Fridays became institutionalized in both the Catholic and Protestant traditions well into the 18th century; there is no specific Scriptural support for this practice, however well-intentioned.  For the wealthy it was an opportunity to “do without” by giving up the luxury of meat … one they could afford.  For the poor, who could not afford meat frequently, it was more of the same poverty, as meat had to be purchased or butchered.  Fish was, however, something the poor could obtain, and eat, as it was as available as the time spent.  Fish became an affordable and available alternative … the poor would eat and not go hungry, but partake of the fasting; the well-to-do could also maintain piety in making a temporary sacrifice and emulating the poor.      

(drawn from www.KenCollins.com)

The practice of Fat Tuesday or Carnival is the last fling before giving up the wild life for a time of spiritual introspection.  “Carnival” in its original translation from the Latin means “farewell to meat.”

The gift of the Passion, the sacrifice, and then the gasp of creation: the reassurance of the Resurrection.   All of what comes before and after focuses on the conquering of death on the cross by Christ rising on the third day.  All of this had to be that we might live.

It was prophesied all throughout the Old Testament, including the notion that Jonah spent three days inside the whale, then was spat out on dry land.  This is a precursor of the time Christ spent in the tomb and the release from darkness into the light.  And, while there is much to be savored in the events leading up to the resurrection, it as a singular event, is the most decisive and hope-filled event in human history …  in fact, in the history of history.      

John 20:1-21  On the first day of the week Mary Magdalene came to the tomb early, while it was still dark. She saw that the stone had been removed from the tomb. 

 So she ran to Simon Peter and to the other disciple, the one Jesus loved, and said to them, "They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we don't know where they have put Him!" 

At that, Peter and the other disciple went out, heading for the tomb. 

The two were running together, but the other disciple outran Peter and got to the tomb first. 

Stooping down, he saw the linen cloths lying there, yet he did not go in. 

Then, following him, Simon Peter came also. He entered the tomb and saw the linen cloths lying there. 

The wrapping that had been on His head was not lying with the linen cloths but was folded up in a separate place by itself. 

The other disciple, who had reached the tomb first, then entered the tomb, saw, and believed. 

For they still did not understand the Scripture that He must rise from the dead. 

Then the disciples went home again. 

But Mary stood outside facing the tomb, crying. As she was crying, she stooped to look into the tomb. 

She saw two angels in white sitting there, one at the head and one at the feet, where Jesus' body had been lying. 

They said to her, "Woman, why are you crying?" "Because they've taken away my Lord," she told them, "and I don't know where they've put Him." 

Having said this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing there, though she did not know it was Jesus. 

"Woman," Jesus said to her, "why are you crying? Who is it you are looking for?" Supposing He was the gardener, she replied, "Sir, if you've removed Him, tell me where you've put Him, and I will take Him away." 

Jesus said, "Mary." Turning around, she said to Him in Hebrew, "Rabbouni!"--which means "Teacher." 

"Don't cling to Me," Jesus told her, "for I have not yet ascended to the Father. But go to My brothers and tell them that I am ascending to My Father and your Father--to My God and your God."
Mary Magdalene went and announced to the disciples, "I have seen the Lord!" And she told them what He had said to her. 

In the evening of that first day of the week, the disciples were gathered together with the doors locked because of their fear of the Jews. Then Jesus came, stood among them, and said to them, "Peace to you!"
Having said this, He showed them His hands and His side. So the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. 

Jesus said to them again, "Peace to you! As the Father has sent Me, I also send you."
Matthew 28:1-20  After the Sabbath, as the first day of the week was dawning, Mary Magdalene and the other Mary went to view the tomb. 

Suddenly there was a violent earthquake, because an angel of the Lord descended from heaven and approached the tomb. He rolled back the stone and was sitting on it. 

His appearance was like lightning, and his robe was as white as snow. 

The guards were so shaken from fear of him that they became like dead men. 

But the angel told the women, "Don't be afraid, because I know you are looking for Jesus who was crucified. 

He is not here! For He has been resurrected, just as He said. Come and see the place where He lay. 

Then go quickly and tell His disciples, 'He has been raised from the dead. In fact, He is going ahead of you to Galilee; you will see Him there.' Listen, I have told you." 

So, departing quickly from the tomb with fear and great joy, they ran to tell His disciples the news. 

Just then Jesus met them and said, "Good morning!" They came up, took hold of His feet, and worshiped Him. 

Then Jesus told them, "Do not be afraid. Go and tell My brothers to leave for Galilee, and they will see Me there."
As they were on their way, some of the guard came into the city and reported to the chief priests everything that had happened. 

After the priests had assembled with the elders and agreed on a plan, they gave the soldiers a large sum of money and told them, "Say this, 'His disciples came during the night and stole Him while we were sleeping.' 

If this reaches the governor's ears, we will deal with him and keep you out of trouble." 

So they took the money and did as they were instructed. And this story has been spread among Jewish people to this day. 

The 11 disciples traveled to Galilee, to the mountain where Jesus had directed them. 

When they saw Him, they worshiped, but some doubted. 

Then Jesus came near and said to them, "All authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth.
Go, therefore, and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the (*)Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe everything I have commanded you. And remember, I am with you always, to the end of the age."
Notice that in the wake of His resurrection, Christ reminds the disciples (that means all of us who believe) that we must go out in His name “spreading the Word” that He is King.  Furthermore, He assures us in the knowledge that He is with us always in Spirit until the end of the age, at which time He will come again in the flesh to reign with us in the New Jerusalem.  I don’t understand it all, but I know that we will all worship Him in a place set aside for all believers for all time.  I believe this will be both a spiritual and a physical place.  A place of gold and a place of clouds.

He says not to be afraid.

Note, also, that in this passage, is the articulation of the doctrine of the Trinity.(*)   John, however, discusses the nature of the Holy Spirit in much greater and mystical depth. 

What do you think it was like between the time that Christ was crucified and when He was raised from the dead?  Did the disciples feel afraid and defeated?  John says they hid, and so does the Lost Gospel of Peter, an apocryphal work of consequence to the early Church. Where do you think they spent their time?  They were considered criminals as Peter’s denial brought to light.  Being identified with Jesus could very well have meant the same fate.  But that was not to be until later.  This was Christ’s moment to defeat Satan and transcend the Law as no other had.

Luke says it well … and it is best not to read into God’s Word when it is so well stated and so simply put.  This is what Christ said after He was raised, and before the ascension:

Luke 24:44-53  Then He told them, "These are My words that I spoke to you while I was still with you--that everything written about Me in the Law of Moses, the Prophets, and the Psalms must be fulfilled."
Then He opened their minds to understand the Scriptures. 

He also said to them, "This is what is written: the Messiah would suffer and rise from the dead the third day,
and repentance for forgiveness of sins would be proclaimed in His name to all the nations, beginning at Jerusalem.
You are witnesses of these things.
And look, I am sending you what My Father promised. As for you, stay in the city until you are empowered from on high."
Then He led them out as far as Bethany, and lifting up His hands He blessed them. 

And while He was blessing them, He left them and was carried up into heaven. 

After worshiping Him, they returned to Jerusalem with great joy. 

And they were continually in the temple complex blessing God. 

(Passages above are from the e-Sword website by Rick Meyer and the Holman Christian Standard Bible)

Christ did what He said He would do.  It is time that you asked yourself whether you believe it or you do not.  At this time, as we remember Christ and what He did for us, we must consider what we do for Him in our lives … do we praise and glorify Him?  It is as simple as believing and just that complex.  I don’t think it is so unbearably complicated, but that we over-complicate things intellectually.  That is why Christ asked us to come to Him as children.  That means to be willing to believe without the cynicism and apathy of adulthood.  It means to be innocent and willing to accept Him as He is, at face value, without further explanation.

Brief chronology of Jesus Christ’s Life and Ministry

5-4 B.C  Announcement of birth to the virgin Mary

4 B.C.  Visit by wise men

              Flight into Egypt 

              Massacre of the Innocents

7-8 A.D.  Jesus visits the Temple   12 yrs old

27 A.D.  Jesus baptized in Jordan River

                           tempted in wilderness

                           calls first Disciples

                           first cleansing of Temple

                           teaches Nicodemus about spiritual rebirth

                           four become fishers of men  (Peter, Andrew, James & John) 

                           first preaching in Galilee

                           Matthew called

28 A.D.    Jesus goes to Jerusalem for second Passover

                             plucked grain: Sabbath controversy

                             withered hand healed: second Sabbath controversy

                             12 Apostles selected

                             anointed by sinful woman 

                             accused of blasphemy      

                             parables given

                             John the Baptist beheaded by Herod

29 A.D.    Jesus feeds 5,000

                             walks on water

                             4000 fed

                              Pharisees increase attack 

                              Peter confesses Jesus is Christ

                              Jesus fortells His death

                              Kingdom promised

                              the Transfiguration

                              blind man healed                     

                              more parables

                              resurrection of Lazarus

30 A.D.   Jesus begins last journey to Jerusalem via Samaria

                             blesses children

                             speaks to rich young ruler

HOLY WEEK … March-April time frame

    (Spring)    Sunday:  Triumphal entry into Jerusalem (Palm Sunday)

                       Monday:  Temple cleansed             

                       Tuesday: Sanhedrin challenges Jesus

                                         Jesus’ last sermon              

                       Wednesday:  Judas plans betrayal  (tradition?)                   

                       Thursday:  Passover   (Maundy Thursday: Last Supper) 

                                            feet washed

                                            Judas revealed

                                            Lord’s supper

                                            Christ betrayed in Garden of Gethsemane

                        Friday:    Jesus’ arrest   (Good Friday)  

                                          examined by Annas

                                          trial by Caiaphas

                                          Peter’s denial

                                          Condemnation by the council

                                          Judas’ suicide 

                                          Jesus before Pilate & Herod

                                          scourging

                                          lead to Golgotha

                                          3 hours on cross

                                          Jesus’ death

                                          burial

                                          tomb sealed

                       Saturday:  women watch  (Jewish Sabbath)

                                           time of fear for Jesus’ followers 

                       Sunday:  women visit the tomb  (Easter)

                                       Peter & John see the empty tomb

                                       Jesus appears to Mary Magdalene

                                         Jesus appears to two disciples on road to Emmaus
                                         Jesus appears to 10 disciples without Thomas

                      One week later:  Jesus appears to disciples with Thomas

                       During 40 days until Ascension:

                                         Jesus appears to 7 disciples by Sea of Galilee

                                         Jesus appears to 500

                                       the Great Commission at the Mount of Olives

                                         the Ascension

                                                                             (3B;pg 1571-78)

John 21:25:  And there are also many other things which Jesus did, the which, if they should be written everyone, I suppose that even the world itself could not contain the books that should be written. Amen

(Passage above is from the e-Sword website by Rick Meyer and the Holman Christian Standard Bible)
This is why I believe that God has not quit revealing His plan for us.  Who are we to presume to know what God truly has in store for us.

While we celebrate Easter, the name is taken from Ishtar, the Babylonian and Assyrian goddess of love and fertility. Eggs symbolize fertility and, since the Resurrection falls near the spring equinox it would not be surprising that pagan rites would be blended with Christianity over time.  While much of this is harmless, I believe we should be careful how much we blend what we celebrate.  Eggs and rabbits are fun and generally harmless, yet the tempter could use even those to avert our gaze … to confuse us.  The focus is to be wholly on Christ.

Make no mistake … while Christ defeated Satan, he remains among us to hinder and to dissuade, yet to also strengthen and lift up if our faith is well-placed.  This is also God’s plan.  Nothing happens without God’s knowledge or consent.  

The formula for when the church celebrates Easter is based on “ the first Sunday after the first full moon on or after the vernal equinox.”  This has not been extremely scientific over time and has been moved based on recalculations from the Julian (Julius Caesar) calendar early in the first Century until the 1500’s, and by the Gregorian (Pope Gregory) calendar since.  Thus leap years occur to compensate for fractional gains over time to retain the 365 day, 12 month year.  We base our church year on seasonal changes, not on actual event timing. 

The truth is, we need to be tuned into the event and its significance, not the time that the church has designated for it.  The Resurrection is timeless in that when it occurred is not as important as that it has occurred.  Christ died for us for all time, not in a time and a place, yet that is where He finds us:  in a time and a place of His choosing.     

Do you believe that Jesus died for your sins and for the sins of the world?

Do you believe that He is who He says He is?  That He is God?  That He died specifically for you?  That even when you did not believe in Him, He believed in you?

Do you believe what has been said in Scripture about Him?

Do you believe that God knew you even before you were in the womb?
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