Easter V continuation (sin & anger)

God’s response to sin

Genesis 19:24   Then the LORD rained burning sulfur on Sodom and Gomorrah from the LORD out of the sky. 

19:25   He overthrew these cities, the entire plain, all the inhabitants of the cities, and whatever grew on the ground. 

Exodus 20:5   You must not bow down to them or worship them; for I, the LORD your God, am a jealous God, punishing the children for the fathers' sin, to the third and fourth generations of those who hate Me, 

Leviticus 4:21   Then he will bring the bull outside the camp and burn it just as he burned the first bull. It is the sin offering for the assembly. 

God is very thorough about dealing with sin.  People, places and things are wiped out en mass.  And yes, it is accurate to say that God hates sin.  If you don’t adhere to the stark language, then maybe it’s PC to say that His justice will not allow a place for sin that cannot be atoned for.  But, the net result is the same.  Sinners are toast if there is not mediation and intercession.  But with God, it’s not personal.  It is a just consequence.

The whole book of Leviticus is about the Law, and very specifically about sin offering and atonement.  Numbers, and the other books of the Torah, go on to explain various rites, requirements, elements, consequences, etc.  

The sacrificial animal was a vicarious offering because sin could not go unpunished.  Animals took the rightful place of whole towns and assemblies, as Christ took the place of us all.  No one can kill enough animals to atone for the sins of man.  It just isn’t possible.  Ultimately, I believe God saw that there was not enough livestock to support this practice, and human sacrifice on a monumental scale would ultimately have been required: the fledgling human race would have been completely wiped out.

Does God get angry or is it justice?  I think the answer is YES!

Job 20:28   The possessions in his house will be removed, flowing away on the day of God's anger. 

Anger and wrath are the same word in Hebrew.  God’s anger is a response to His desire for a just and orderly creation.  He, like many of us, is not happy with disorder.

Wrath

H639

אף
'aph
af
From H599; properly the nose or nostril; hence the face, and occasionally a person; also (from the rapid breathing in passion) ire: - anger (-gry), + before, countenance, face, + forbearing, forehead, + [long-] suffering, nose, nostril, snout, X worthy, wrath.


Numbers 22:22   And God's430 anger639 was kindled2734 … 

Revelation 14:10   he will also drink the wine of God's wrath, which is mixed full strength in the cup of His anger. He will be tormented with fire and sulfur in the sight of the holy angels and in the sight of the Lamb, 

Wrath

G2372

θυμός
thumos
thoo-mos'
From G2380; passion (as if breathing hard): - fierceness, indignation, wrath. Compare G5590.

We see that the same origin, or etymology, is at work in both the Hebrew and the Greek, which means that the anger of God is not essentially changed for the periods represented in both Old and New Testaments.   This is a strong statement supporting the notion that God has not changed, but also that His anger is real.  This anger is also been termed wrath, indignation, or fierceness. 

This confirms that God does become angry, and that His anger is real and devastating when focused.  Thus, we could never sustain a defense against His power.  Only Christ, who is not susceptible to being fully human, could take the brunt of that anger and survive.  God cannot kill or consume Himself in His anger.  

And Christ, was extremely angry at the Temple.  That much is obvious, and I doubt it was the only time.    

Furthermore, note what the Greek is derived from (below in #2380) and the case for God’s passionate anger is closed.  This is not a passive response!  This is a direct throwback to the Temple practice of sacrificial slaughter.  If this is even minimally indicative of God’s response, I am truly grateful that Christ took the heat for us.  

G2380

θύω
thuō
thoo'-o
A primary verb; properly to rush (breathe hard, blow, smoke), that is, (by implication) to sacrifice (properly by fire, but generally); by extension to immolate (slaughter for any purpose): - kill, (do) sacrifice, slay.
Matthew 21:12   Jesus went into the temple complex and drove out all those buying and selling in the temple. He overturned the money changers' tables and the chairs of those selling doves. 

Matthew 21:13   And He said to them, "It is written, My house will be called a house of prayer. But you are making it a den of thieves!"

     Commentary for study

Rev 14:10 - 

The same shall drink of the wine of the wrath of God - See notes on Rev_14:8. The “wine of the wrath of God” is the cup in the hand of the Lord, which, when drunk, makes them reel and fall. The image would seem to have been taken from the act of holding out a cup of poison to a condemned man that he might drink and die. See the sentiment here expressed illustrated in the notes on Isa_51:17.

Which is poured out without mixture - Without being diluted with water - that is, in its full strength. In other words, there would be no mitigation of the punishment.

Into the cup of his indignation - The cup held in his hand, and given them to drink. This is expressive of his indignation, as it causes them to reel and fall. The sentiment here is substantially the same, though in another form, as what is expressed in 2Th_2:12. See the notes on that verse.

And he shall be tormented - Shall be punished in a manner that would be well represented by being burned with fire and brimstone. On the meaning of this word see the notes on Rev_9:5; Rev_11:10. Compare also Rev_18:7, Rev_18:10, Rev_18:15; Rev_20:10; Mat_8:29; Mar_5:7; Luk_8:28. The word commonly denotes “severe torture.”

How do you view this decisive action … was Christ angry or was it a demonstration of strength through faith … or an object lesson with a very clear message?

Matthew 21:17   Then He left them, went out of the city to Bethany, and spent the night there. 

21:18  Early in the morning, as He was returning to the city, He was hungry. 

21:19   Seeing a lone fig tree by the road, He went up to it and found nothing on it except leaves. And He said to it, "May no fruit ever come from you again!" At once the fig tree withered. 

21:20   When the disciples saw it, they were amazed and said, "How did the fig tree wither so quickly?" 

As a matter of study, can you find other evidence of Christ’s angry or indignant response to people and/or circumstances?  

What about God’s decisive responses?  Do they seem harsh or just?

(All Scripture and commentary from e-Sword by Rick Meyer 2005:  Holman Translation and Strong’s word commentary.) 

