Easter: the GIFT part III

(ITEM 4)

Matthew 26:45   Then He came to the disciples and said to them, "Are you still sleeping and resting? Look, the time is near. The Son of Man is being betrayed into the hands of sinners.
26:46   Get up; let's go! See--My betrayer is near."

His disciples were sleeping, so to speak, as many of us are today.  This sleep is spiritual in nature, and it dulls us to our reality as spiritual beings.  Another term for it is complacency.  That same betrayer is still near.  Make no mistake … Lucifer is extremely interested in these times of heightened spirituality.  Unfortunately we are often vulnerable because we do not take spiritual warfare seriously.  We must weigh carefully what the world says and what the Word says.  This can be a time of great blessing and greater susceptibility.  Pray for the armor of God as defined in Ephesians 6.  

(Item 5)

Matthew 26:61   stated, "This man said, 'I can demolish God's sanctuary and rebuild it in three days.'" 

26:62   The high priest then stood up and said to Him, "Don't You have an answer to what these men are testifying against You?" 

26:63   But Jesus kept silent. Then the high priest said to Him, "By the living God I place You under oath: tell us if You are the Messiah, the Son of God!" 

26:64  "You have said it," Jesus told him. "But I tell you, in the future you will see the Son of Man seated at the right hand of the Power and coming on the clouds of heaven."
26:65   Then the high priest tore his robes and said, "He has blasphemed! Why do we still need witnesses? Look, now you've heard the blasphemy! 

26:66   What is your decision?" They answered, "He deserves death!"
He deserved death because he told the truth? Sadly, much has not changed in the ensuing 2000 years.  It was true, all of it:  the sanctuary would be rebuilt in three days.  Praise God for His Risen Son … the Body of our church.

 (Item 6)
John 10:9   I am the door. If anyone enters by Me, he will be saved and will come in and go out and find pasture.
10:10   A thief comes only to steal and to kill and to destroy. I have come that they may have life and have it in abundance.
10:11  "I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep.
And, so He did.  Jesus Christ is the only door to an eternity with God.  He is the narrow and straight road.  The Good Shepherd always lays down His life down for His sheep. It is true that [we] will not die if we only believe … that if we follow Him faithfully and are fully, deeply committed … as sheep to the slaughter we may die to this world, but live in Him ... forever.  There is no greater glory!  Unlike the world, that thief of time and beauty, life in Christ gives back sevenfold the treasure of the spirit.  

We lay up our treasure in heaven. 

In this set of lessons see e-Sword for translation (Holman Bible; CD6).

Read Ephesians 6 about the “full armor of God.”

Why would we be more susceptible to being deceived at a time of heightened interest in spiritual things?

What is it about the connection of statements about a Temple being rebuilt in 3 days as opposed to a Temple being destroyed … “not one stone will be left upon another”?

Why did Jesus stay silent when He could have brought down the wrath of God?

