Easter: the GIFT part V

(Item 9)
Luke 23:44   It was now about noon, and darkness came over the whole land until three, 

23:45   because the sun's light failed. The curtain of the sanctuary was split down the middle. 

23:46   And Jesus called out with a loud voice, "Father, into Your hands I entrust My spirit." Saying this, He breathed His last. 

23:47   When the centurion saw what happened, he began to glorify God, saying, "This man really was righteous!"
God rejected His only Son … for our sake!  He could not bear to gaze upon the unholy body of Christ nailed to that cross; that bore our sin.  He became that we might become.  That is the redemption of the Lamb.  

The Father also turned around, faced His Son, wept, and embraced Him.  He took Jesus to His breast … gave Him life, and put His finest garments upon Him.  Why?  Because God cannot forsake those whom He loves.  He is relentless in His love though His sheep may wander. 

What more can be said?  This is perfect! God, who was man, died that we might not.  He was the sacrificial lamb of the Passover both in Egypt and in Jerusalem.  He connected all that was prophesied in the Old Testament and made it new.  He shed His Godliness to suffer completely, so that the Father would find His sacrifice acceptable.  Christ was the perfect sin offering, and the scapegoat for us all.  This was accomplished so that God’s anger and justice might be directed away from His children (that’s us).   That we might be found white as snow for eternity … and He did it intentionally!  If anyone ever tells you that they feel worthless, remind them of this story.  None are worthless if God, let alone a man, lays His life down for them.  And while we are worth much in our tarnished state, we are worth more in Him … that is the divine currency.  

As a matter of historical perspective, see Deuteronomy (21:22 below), and be aware that in the Old Testament it was Law that cursed men were to be hanged on a tree.  In keeping with this tradition, God turned his face away from His Son because, in His perfect holiness, God could not gaze upon the curse, the sin, Christ bore.  God turned his back on His Son that He, The Christ, might bear the sins of the world alone, as a mortal, as a man, that the debt might be fully expunged. This would also explain the legend of Judas hanging himself.

Deuteronomy 21:22  "If anyone is found guilty of an offense deserving the death penalty and is executed, and you hang his body on a tree, 

21:23   you are not to leave his corpse on the tree overnight but are to bury him that day, for anyone hung on a tree is under God's curse.
Additionally, you can also see why Jesus’ body was taken down before nightfall and quickly laid in a tomb.  Even though he was cursed under the Law, He was still being treated as an observant Jew by the Romans and by His followers.

In the Gospel of Pilate (also called the Gospel of Nicodemus) it says that the Disciples, and the residents of Jerusalem in general, stumbled in the darkness like blind men.  It is evidently a metaphor for spiritual blindness, however it suggests that it was dark enough at 3:00 o’clock in the afternoon to make foot traffic problematic.

In this set of lessons see e-Sword for translation (Holman Bible; CD6).

Have you ever felt completely worthless?

If someone lay down his life for you would it make you feel worthy or guilty?

What can these opposing responses in believers and non-believers create for us as witnesses?

Have you ever considered the shear pain, and weight of agony, that comes with bearing the sin of all men for all time?  It doesn’t seem unlikely that the shock alone could have killed Christ, the man.

If you have received this lesson (or if you have found it), and are interested in being part of a Christian men’s group, we meet at the iHop on Tylersville (next to Walgreen) at 6:30 each Friday morning.  Our meeting lasts about an hour, and is an open (very open) discussion lead by Rev. Sean Lawrence.  We meet clear in the back at the south end of the restaurant.  Sean is the bald guy … hard to miss that early in the morning.  We would be privileged to have you attend.  Bless you in Christ Jesus.

Contact Sean at revsean@gatheringspirit.org or visit website www.gatheringspirit.org
