Easter: the GIFT  Part I

Easter: love that transcends all Law

Introduction:  I want to explore, further, a theme that Mike Slaughter, Pastor of Ginghamsburg United Methodist Church, used as a pivotal point for a sermon in late March 2006.  The underpinning or crux, of this two-part homily, was the transition from Mt. Sinai to Mt. Calvary.  Or, in other words … what has changed as we have moved our faith from the place of Laws (religion) to the place of perfect love (grace)?  The first thing that comes to mind is the type of relationship that we have with God.  This may be the reason that early Christians believed that the Old Testament and New Testament Gods were indeed separate beings.

Remembering Easter is remembering the love that transformed the world.  
Points of interest

Easter is about a relationship … Christ and each of us

Easter is about ultimate love … the laying down of a life, God’s most precious life

Easter is about prophetic fulfillment of the Law … in Him is salvation 

Easter is about our debt being forgiven forever … as far as the east is from the west

Easter is about a God who cannot be placed in a box or confined by human understanding … He is greater than all we think we know, so we must keep an open mind to the possibilities.  Let no thing stand before Him.

(ITEM 1)

Matthew 16:1   The Pharisees and Sadducees approached, and as a test, asked Him to show them a sign from heaven. 

16:2   He answered them: "When evening comes you say, 'It will be good weather because the sky is red.'
16:3   And in the morning, 'Today will be stormy because the sky is red and threatening.' You know how to read the appearance of the sky, but you can't read the signs of the times.
This passage from Matthew sets the tone for our lesson.  The urgency Christ feels conveys the short time He knows He has left to thwart Satan, defeat death, fulfill prophecy, and be the ultimate lamb for our sins … but also the comparatively short time we have left in this church age.  

This age is the end of time.  Yet the legalists cannot see it coming.  Not then, not now!

(ITEM 2)

Mark 11:7   Then they brought the donkey to Jesus and threw their robes on it, and He sat on it. 

11:8   Many people spread their robes on the road, and others spread leafy branches cut from the fields. 

11:9   Then those who went ahead and those who followed kept shouting: Hosanna! Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord!
11:10   Blessed is the coming kingdom of our father David! Hosanna in the highest heaven! 

This is how it began, celebratory and unabashedly upbeat.  It is amazing that such high hopes could be dashed within days.  Yet as the cycle must fulfill its purpose, and represent the very cycles of life and death, faith and tribulation, so the cycle of prophecy was set in motion.  

Christ was about to fulfill His reason for being.  And I do not believe that any of this was a surprise to Him.  On the contrary, the unfolding events are all too clear and painful.  Christ the man was both afraid and driven.  But we glorify Him in His willingness to follow through with the greatest sacrifice that humankind has ever known … the greatest gift any man or woman can give.  A sacrifice we can only imagine in our greatest moment of altruism. And yet, he placed us first … He died a criminal. 
In this set of lessons see e-Sword for translation (Holman Bible; CD6).

Does it ever seem like the God of the Old Testament and the God of the New Testament are completely different beings?

Why was Christ sent to us?

By the tone of Matthew 16:3 is it evident that Christ knew what was coming; that He was not caught unawares?

Has anyone ever put their life “on the line” for you, literally?  How would you feel if they did?

What is meant by, “placing God in a box?”

