Easter: the GIFT Part IV

(Item 7)

John 18:33   Then Pilate went back into the headquarters, summoned Jesus, and said to Him, "Are You the King of the Jews?" 

18:34   Jesus answered, "Are you asking this on your own, or have others told you about Me?"
18:35  "I'm not a Jew, am I?" Pilate replied. "Your own nation and the chief priests handed You over to me. What have You done?" 

18:36  "My kingdom is not of this world," said Jesus. "If My kingdom were of this world, My servants would fight, so that I wouldn't be handed over to the Jews. As it is, My kingdom does not have its origin here."
18:37  "You are a king then?" Pilate asked. "You say that I'm a king," Jesus replied. "I was born for this, and I have come into the world for this: to testify to the truth. Everyone who is of the truth listens to My voice."
Pilate had choices; we have choices.  While God knows our hearts, He allows us free will.  Sadly, Pilate could not give up all that he was … station, authority and Rome … to be all that he could be in Christ.  Yet, God uses evil, and the willfully ignorant, to accomplish His plan.  A poor choice for some does not mean that all should suffer.

If the stories are true, God also spoke to Pilate through his wife, the kind voice that troubled him.  But he would not respond because he was both stubborn and afraid.  That is a very powerful combination.  Yet in that regard, he was not so very different from you and me.

Pilate did not listen to the voice of truth; authorities today do not listen to the voice of truth.  Christ displayed the truth in His death on the cross.  His voice and His actions will shape our lives, as well, if we allow it.   

(Item 8)
John 19:17   Carrying His own cross, He went out to what is called Skull Place, which in Hebrew is called Golgotha.

19:18   There they crucified Him and two others with Him, one on either side, with Jesus in the middle. 

19:19   Pilate also had a sign lettered and put on the cross. The inscription was: JESUS THE NAZARENE THE KING OF THE JEWS 

19:20   Many of the Jews read this sign, because the place where Jesus was crucified was near the city, and it was written in Hebrew, Latin, and Greek. 

19:21   So the chief priests of the Jews said to Pilate, "Don't write, 'The King of the Jews,' but that He said, 'I am the King of the Jews.'" 

19:22   Pilate replied, "What I have written, I have written." 

19:23   When the soldiers crucified Jesus, they took His clothes and divided them into four parts, a part for each soldier. They also took the tunic, which was seamless, woven in one piece from the top. 

19:24   So they said to one another, "Let's not tear it, but toss for it, to see who gets it." They did this to fulfill the Scripture that says: They divided   clothes among themselves, and they cast lots for My clothing. And this is what the soldiers did. 

Christ asks us to pick up our cross and follow Him … daily as we are told in Luke.  Our personal cross may not be the one true cross at Calvary; it may not feel as rustic or look as foreboding.  But it carries the weight of the world … it carries the weight of a lifetime of sin.  But know that a shared cross is a lighter cross.  Ask Christ to walk beside you … for a lifetime, and for an eternity.

In this set of lessons see e-Sword for translation (Holman Bible; CD6).

Is your walk a daily walk with Christ?

Have you asked Christ to share your burden?

What are your thoughts on the prophecy from Isaiah 53?  

Would we have been any better on the spot that Pilate?  Do you think that the hardening of his heart was similar to what happened to the Pharaoh in Exodus?

