Easter: the GIFT Part II

Mark 14:15   He will show you a large room upstairs, furnished and ready. Make the preparations for us there."
14:16   So the disciples went out, entered the city, and found it just as He had told them, and they prepared the Passover. 

14:17   When evening came, He arrived with the Twelve. 

14:18   While they were reclining and eating, Jesus said, "I assure you: One of you will betray Me--one who is eating with Me!"
14:19   They began to be distressed and to say to Him one by one, "Surely not I?" 

14:20   He said to them, "It is one of the Twelve--the one who is dipping bread with Me in the bowl.
14:21   For the Son of Man will go just as it is written about Him, but woe to that man by whom the Son of Man is betrayed! It would have been better for that man if he had not been born."
14:22   As they were eating, He took bread, blessed and broke it, gave it to them, and said, "Take it; this is My body."
14:23   Then He took a cup, and after giving thanks, He gave it to them, and so they all drank from it. 

14:24   He said to them, "This is My blood that establishes the covenant; it is shed for many.
With the newly recently released Gospel of Judas, there is increased interest in all that surrounds the Synoptic accounts of the Last Supper, and the betrayal that has come to symbolize all that we detest.  The terrible truth is … Judas represents us all.   In light of that knowledge, none of us should be too smug or feel “holier than thou.”  We have all betrayed Him: we hold the hammer, and we drive the nails. Yet He died willingly for us.  That is His gift… because He loves us more than self.  He gave up all that He was on the cross to bear the weight of our sin as a man.  He became our sin offering.  

And lest we judge Judas too harshly, he was not unique in Scripture.  Because of his identification with (what we consider to be) the ultimate act of betrayal he became an historical icon, a lightning rod, if you wish to think of it in those terms.  Regardless, he was, in fact, a Godly necessity.  And, he did for silver what each of us has been willing to do for any variety of hedonistic pleasures.  We should not be too hard on him unless we are prepared to cast the first stone.  

As His final act of community Jesus illustrates the act of the new covenant between God and His children by symbolically offering up bread as body and wine as blood.  He taught us both how we are to remember this selfless act, and how we are to conduct the Eucharist, that we might consume all that He is, literally partaking of the Divine. We honor Him by remembering His sacrifice with this holy rite, forgiving and asking forgiveness, atoning, returning to the world renewed.  Unlike the unbeliever, we purify our hearts, communing with Christ through the Holy Spirit, as often as we break bread.  We are commanded to gather at the same table and to look after one another. We are His disciples.  Our commission compels us to go out and witness in His name.  RU4JESUS?

In this set of lessons see e-Sword for translation (Holman Bible; CD6)
