Distance = Sin

“Sin is man’s declaration of independence of God.”  The author is Anonymous, though the quote was extracted from The Portable Seminary, pg. 160.  

I have always had the notion that the greater our sins, and the greater our agreed upon participation in them, the greater our distance is from God … even though sin itself is not relative.  That would explain our complaints of emptiness, and feelings of being out of touch or adrift.  The emotion is a legitimate reality.  Distance from God is a measurable and yet immeasurable abyss because sin, as I said earlier, is not relative, and any distance from God is like being worlds away from Him.  Our souls cry out in agony.

In truth, we do not generally see our plight in these terms, and tend to rationalize what we are experiencing as work related or relationship driven.  We are creatures of denial, and thus we are our own worst enemy.  Satan is a contributor, true, but he didn’t make us who we are.  God made us who we are, though we choose whose we are.  Therein lies a vast difference

Mark 9:19 (not intended to be taken out of context, the question is a timeless one), “O faithless generation, how long shall I be with you?”    (B3;pg 1258)

Romans 3:23   For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God.

(B3;pg 1415)

Luke 15:18  (from the parable of the Prodigal Son)  “I will arise and go to my father, and I will say unto him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven, and before thee.”  (B3;pg 1306) 

1.) How do we go about refueling or filling in the empty places?

2.) In Mark, do Jesus’ words still ring true today?  Have things changed?

3.) How far does God take our sins from us when we ask forgiveness?

4.) Do you see the detours in your life as sin-related?  Why or why not?

5.) What is your definition of sin?  

