 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1David, King of kings
This is generally how we think of him, apart from his youthful assault on Goliath.  But David was a man both blessed and cursed.  By that I mean that he was blessed by God, and cursed by his own flesh ... the seat of sin. I think we can all identify with him because he rose to such great heights and fell to such depths.  He followed Saul to the throne, and was everything Saul was not.  Saul was given the appearance of strength (in stature, not of God), but was in fact insecure; David on the other hand, was not formidable in appearance, but carried the true confidence (born of God) that carried he and his nation to numerous victories.

And of course, David is credited with most of the Psalms, works of beauty that fall into the genre of Solomon’s song.  Both are songs.

Some of David’s accomplishments and qualities are ...
$ 
Expanded the territory held by Israel some 10 times over.

$ 
Reorganized the army.

$ 
Created an effective central government.

$ 
Established Jerusalem as the national religious center.

$ 
Is honored more for what he represents than what he accomplished.

$ 
His greatest appeal lies not in his theological significance, but in his human qualities.

$ 
There are more stories about David than any other individual with the exception of Jesus Christ. 

$ 
David is the saint who stumbles and falls, yet through confession walks even closer with the Lord.

$ 
David is the man who suffers rejection and humiliation, yet finds comfort and hope in the Lord.

                            extracted from the Bible Reader’s Companion in large part.  (pg 191)
Jesus Christ is to be descended from the lineage of the house of David, a pure and noble kingship. David was, by definition a messiah, and from him would come the true Messiah, Jesus Christ).  The definition of the Hebrew messiah (anointed one) and the Lord of Lords, as Savior, are descended from the same word, but mean very different things to Jews and Christians.  Yet, the root is the shared.

David is descended from Jesse, who was a son of Boaz and Ruth.  The demand for a king of Israel was the result of chronic problems during the period of the Judges, probably around 1000 B.C.  (Samuel was the last of these).

Saul ruled from about 1050-1010 B.C., while David ruled for about 40 years from 1010-970 B.C. ...6 years as King of Judah and 34 years as king of the expanded Israel, over 10 times the size of the kingdom Saul presided over.

Says Lawrence O. Richards, in Bible Reader’s Companion, copyright 1991 by Cook Communications Ministries: “Only by remaining humbly dependent on God, can we be safe from the flaws that brought down Israel’s first king”. (Pg 189)
It seems that the problems arose from the fact that the people wanted a king rather than God to rule over them.  This request was considered a rejection of God, and therefore a great “wickedness.” This act ultimately precipitated the horrors that were visited on David’s family by Bathsheba ... and upon Saul who also suffered the consequences of this request by the Israelites.  

While, Bathsheba was not his only wife, she was the one who David truly sinned over:  he had her husband, Uriah, killed so that he might take her permanently into his bed as a wife, but more importantly ... by this time Bathsheba was pregnant, and Uriah had been at battle and had not had sex with her.  Only when Uriah refused to sleep with her, and stayed with his soldiers, did David finally decide to cover his tracks, so to speak.  There are 9 other wives listed, but what he did in his lust for her was truly his downfall.  He saw it in Nathan’s parable of the ewe lamb, and then repented with all his heart.  God took away David’s sin, but not the consequences.  However, the good news is that even after David fell from grace, he was not removed from God’s heart.  Yet in His mercy, as stated above, there were consequences; this occurs with our actions as well.  It is a cautionary tale, to be sure. 

What is interesting is that while David proved to be an heroic figure “after God’s own heart,” Saul was the first one chosen, and by all accounts until he failed to obey God, would have had a house that might have ruled forever ... if that is true, is it possible that Christ might have come from the house of Saul, had he not fallen away?  It is possible, but good and justice do prevail, if not always in this world, certainly in the next.  Samuel did say that Saul would be with him, so it is likely that even Saul was treated with mercy as one chosen by God, for he knows our weaknesses, even better than we.

1 Samuel 8:4-7  All the elders of Israel gathered together and came to Samuel at Ra’mah, and said to him, “Look, you are old, and your sons do not walk in your ways.  Now make us a king to judge us like all the nations.” But the thing displeased Samuel when they said, “Give us a king to judge us.”  So Samuel prayed to the Lord.  And the Lord said to Samuel, “Heed the voice of the people in all that they say to you; for they have not rejected you, but they have rejected Me, that I should not reign over them.”  (3B;pg 405-406)

1 Samuel 15:1    Samuel also said to Saul, “The Lord sent me to anoint you king over His people, over Israel.  Now therefore, heed the voice of the words of the Lord.” 

(3B;pg 417)

15:23   “…Because you have rejected the word of the Lord, He has also rejected you from being king.”  (3B;pg 418)

Saul in his falling away set the stage for Davidic rule, as it says in 1 Samuel 15:35   …and the Lord regretted that He had made Saul king over Israel.  (3B;pg 419)

The following is a cautionary passage, which sums up what is ultimately most important: 

1 Samuel 15:22   “… Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice, and to heed than the fat of rams.”  (3B;pg 418)

With this thought in mind, and God seeing the path Saul was taking (honoring himself at Carmel with a monument, etc.), He began to cultivate David’s spirit.  God saw that if Israel needed a king for the long term, it could not be the likes of Saul even as a punishment. David was a strong and generally just man who could rightfully channel the lineage of Jesus Christ … not perfect, but of a truer heart, more the epitome of man, rather than a reflection of man’s baser nature.  

Notice that we never quite clear the bar on this as believers.  The bigger issue is that God is willing to forgive those who truly love Him more than self.  

A notion that keeps resurfacing is the idea that God provides what we need, not always what we want.  In the case of Saul, and David, God provided what the Israelites wanted (a king) despite the fact that their best interests would be served by allowing God to guide them.  This was one time God gave Israel what they wanted, and the rest, so to speak, is history.  Yes, there were good times, but there were significant human shortcomings that spelled disaster for both kings that affected the lives of the Israelites.  There are always consequences for our actions, especially when we follow our own best judgment rather than God’s.  Both kings had personal losses and public humbling.  Saul ended up being tormented by a spirit of God, lost his son, Jonathan, while David lost his firstborn son with Bathsheba (although she would late bear Solomon) and his son Absalom raped his sister, and publicly lay with his wives.
A look at the many sides of David, from Scripture …what can we learn from it?
1 Samuel 16:7  “For the Lord does not see as man sees; for man looks at the outward appearance, but the Lord looks at the heart.”  (3B;pg 419)

Saul was tall (a head above his countrymen), strong, and handsome.  David is described in his youth  (1 Samuel chapter 17) “as ruddy and good looking.”  

1 Samuel 16:21 & partial 23    So David came to Saul and stood before him.  And he loved him greatly, and he became his armorbearer …David would take a harp and play it with his hand.  Then Saul would become refreshed and well, and the distressing spirit would depart from him.   (3B;pg 420) 

1 Samuel 17:35   “And I went out after it [a lion or bear] and delivered the lamb from its mouth; and when it arose against me, I caught it by its beard, and struck and killed it.”
(3B;pg 422)

This particular passage about the one lamb in distress does resonate as a prophetic verse regarding Christ as the “Good Shepherd” looking after a single lost or distressed sheep.

1 Samuel 17:50   So David prevailed over the Philistine with a sling and a stone, and struck the Philistine and killed him.  But there was no sword in the hand of David.  (3B;pg 423)

David followed through, and brought the head of Goliath before Saul, as promised.

1 Samuel 18:7   So the women sang as they danced, and said:                                                         “Saul has slain his thousands

And David his ten thousands.”                           Then Saul was very angry. (3B;pg 424)

1 Samuel 17:17&18   So Saul said to his servants, “Provide me now a man who can play well, and bring him to me.”  Then one of the servants answered and said, Look, I have seen a son of Jesse the Bethlehemite, who is skillful in playing, a mighty man of valor, a man of war, prudent in speech, and a handsome person; and the Lord is with him.”  (21B;pg 517)   

2 Samuel 7:15   “...But my mercy shall not depart from him, as I took it from Saul, whom I removed from before you. And your house and your kingdom shall be established forever before you.  Your throne shall be established forever.”  ... so Nathan spoke to David.  (21B;pg 553)
2 Samuel 11:4&5  Then David sent messengers, and took her (Bathsheba); and she came to him, and he lay with her, for she was cleansed from her impurity, and she returned to her house.  And the woman conceived; so she sent and told David, and said, “I am with child.”  (21B;pg 559) 
2 Samuel 2:15  And he wrote in the letter (to Joab) saying, “Set Uriah in the forefront of the hottest battle, and retreat from him, that he may be struck down and die.”  (21B;pg 559) 
At this juncture David attempts to cover Bathsheba’s pregnancy, hoping that Uriah, back from the battle, would go to Bathsheba, have sex with her, thus making it all but impossible for David to be considered the father.  Paternity would have been more difficult in those days.  However, that would not exonerate him nor would it cleanse his heart in the sight of God ... it would simply be covering his tracks in the eyes of his constituency.  It seems that if Uriah had not been so loyal to his men, sleeping with them by the city gate, he might have avoided being killed.  This was another failed effort to take her as a wife, rather than keeping her as a mistress.  Like us, David yields to his baser nature and thinks with parts other than his brain or his heart.  He was a man attracted to a beautiful woman; actually obsessed is a closer interpretation, I think.  Which of us have not fallen prey to a lust of this scale ... it does not have to be a woman, but she does represent our fallen nature and often cloudy decision making. 
Note that David even goes as far as getting Uriah drunk, in 2 Samuel 11:13, so that he would feel more desirous of Bathsheba; that he would go to her rather than sleep outside with his men.  He does not, and that specific act seals his fate.  Talk about premeditation; I wouldn’t call that an act of passion ... this is a very calculated and cold act of deceit.
David was also responsible for thousand of deaths, some of which were necessary, many others were not.  He was not the perfect king nor the perfect man, but he was loved by God, and his repentance was heard by Him.  That is the difference between a believer and a non-believer’s place in eternity. 

Isaiah 9:6&7   For unto us a Child is born, unto to us a Son is given; and the government will be upon His shoulder.  And His name will be called Wonderful, Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting father, Prince of Peace.  Of the increase of His government and peace there will be no end.  Upon the throne of David and over His kingdom, to order and establish it with judgement and justice from that time forward, even forever, the zeal of the Lord of hosts will perform this.  (21B;pg 1168-70) 
If David is the author of the Psalms, he is about praise, the fall and repentance ... he alternately praises and repents in the same Psalm.  Not unlike us, we will require simultaneously repentance and praise to stay afloat, because we are falling and rising in Him as we speak.  What has changed over time?  This book represents our lives in all respects, in the fullest.  David, with the exception of his response to Nathan’s parable, is the most delirious and repentant in the Psalms than anywhere else.  A couple of examples are as follows ...
Psalms 109:26   Help me, O Lord my God!  Oh, save me according to your mercy.  

(21B;pg 1019)

Psalms 109:30   I will greatly praise the Lord with my mouth, yes I will praise Him among the multitude.  (21B;pg 1019)
Yes, a man after God’s heart.

