The end is nearer

“But you, Daniel, shut up the words, and seal the book until the time of the end; many shall run to and fro, and knowledge shall increase.”  Daniel 12: 4
I have struggled with my own understanding of this passage  … but ultimately my belief is this: we are closer than ever before to the “time of the end.”  It is more than just time ticking like a doomsday clock. As believers we are asked to prepare for that time when Christ will again return.  It may be individual as in death or collective as in the rapture.

Revelation 22:12-13   “Behold, I am coming soon!  My reward is with Me, and I will give to everyone according to what he has done.  I am the Alpha and the Omega, the First and the last, the Beginning and the End.”
I understand the skeptics’ concern, because an abrupt end to the lives we lead is not a concept we readily embrace, especially if we believe we have much to do … much more to accomplish.  This news flash is intentionally inconvenient, just like the cross, and it gets in the way of our plans.  And, true to Daniel’s prophecy, we are certainly running “to and fro,” both as a culture, with unlimited travel and mobility, as well as gravitating toward other believers.  The unparalleled transfer of information via the internet is driving our mobility and our connectedness with others.  We are gathering.

Because we cannot know the mind of God, what appears to be chaos is actually a pattern of God’s will unfolding in His time … [and] just because we can’t discern the pattern doesn’t mean one doesn’t exist.  

Absence of evidence is not evidence of absence.  Don’t believe me?  Take a good long look into the night sky.  Its vastness and power are truly awe-inspiring.  

While many signs of the end are obvious, most are subtle.  In Matthew it refers to “wars and rumors of wars,” and that these are but the “birthing pangs.”  There are of course gatherings of the faithful, which are not new, but the microscopic focus on Israel and the Mid-East is.  Our nation’s direct involvement is but a lit match being placed in a tinderbox.  God’s work will end where it began.   

And, as far as an increase in knowledge is concerned … it is not just the vast amount of information being processed and traded; it is the instant availability of both good and evil.  We are no longer shielded from ourselves.  Decisions about where we place our faith cannot be put off, and we can no longer claim ignorance. We do not live in a vacuum, but on a globe, exposed and vulnerable.  The emergence of the Bible Code, the Nag Hammadi Library and the Dead Sea Scrolls are but a sampling of the knowledge that God asks us to investigate.  He is commanding our attention with the very science that we once placed our unwavering faith in, for it can no longer provide the answers to our most important questions.

Amen.

Christ said He is coming “soon.  When is “soon?”

Is the United States’ involvement in the Mid-East part of the “end of days” prophecy, especially since we openly support Israel and reprimand her enemies?  Will it bring us to Armageddon?

What is the book of life?  Note:  it is also mentioned in Revelation 22:10.

What are your thoughts on the Second Coming?  Is it literal or figurative?

