Consequences

Luke 7:35   Yet wisdom is vindicated by all her children.  (eSword; c. 2005 Holman translation)
Job 12:13   Wisdom and strength belong to God; counsel and understanding are His.  (eSword; c. 2005 Holman translation)

Proverbs 9:10   The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom. (3B;pg 916)

This is true.  Yet, allowing consequences to reap their own rewards is a very difficult process; allowing them to unfold in God’s own time is often agonizing for us.  We want to direct the process of consequence into a shape and a place that benefits or exonerates us.  That is understandable, however, God’s time is not our time, and these things take as long as they require.  They take God’s time.  It is said, “The mill of God grinds very slowly, but it grinds to a dust finer than talcum.”

A rule of thumb:  It is wise to wait.

Right outcomes or consequences are all wisdom’s children.  In the Old Testament wisdom is often personified as an entity … a spirit if you will.  In Greek she is called Sophia, which is Σoφíα.

Regardless of how we describe such an expression the children of both wisdom and foolishness are called consequences in everyday terms.  And, if we want to seek true wisdom then we need to approach God.  Why, because our Holy writings tell us this.  If you and I don’t believe them, then all of this is truly and utterly worthless … it is foolishness.  However, if we believe that God is truly awesome, then we know that following His ways will provide for outcomes that will be manageable and just (read carefully) with His support and guidance.  The children of wisdom are civil and well disciplined to be responsible and accountable.  They are also creative and spontaneous, allowing for considerable strength & beauty, whereas the offspring of foolishness are wild and unruly, unpredictable, mean-spirited and unmanageable … even if they occasionally masquerade as their more refined siblings.

Which will you choose?     

Note:  In Judaism, Chokhmah, or ‘Wisdom’ appears alongside the Shekinah, ‘the Glory of God’, a figure who plays a key role in the cosmology of the Kabbalists (Hebrew mystics) as an expression of the feminine aspect of God.  (from Wikipedia online)  This is sometimes thought to be the Holy Spirit as it suggests a representation of the Trinity of the Father, Son & Mother aspect of the traditional family unit in terms we can better understand. 

1.) Do the “children” of your decision-making defend or condemn you?

2.) How do you feel about the notion that the Holy Spirit might be a feminine manifestation of God?

3.) Are you comfortable with the concept of manageability as opposed to control?  In what areas do you believe you have control?  Are you sure?

4.) In Job 12:13 it is apparent that he (Job) placed his complete trust in God even though he was tortured to the brink of collapse by Satan.  Do you find this a compelling reason to trust God’s wisdom?

5.) Do you think wisdom is associated only with personal Godliness or can it be cultivated elsewhere?

