Christmas gift

Isaiah 9:6   For a child will be born for us, a son will be given to us, and the government will be on his shoulders.  He will be named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Eternal Father, Prince of Peace.   (e-Sword, Holman translation c. 2007)

I find that the prophecies of Isaiah are the most compelling at this time of year.  And, yes, Luke’s rendition is also beautiful.  Further on in Chapter 53 we read about that “servant” taking on our sorrows and afflictions.

This is Christ exemplified in probably the most succinct and lyrical fashion that one could imagine.

Having said that … have you considered the depth of the gift that Christ gave each of us as man and as God?  I know that we always want to talk about giving, and that is important, of course, but have you considered what we have received?  Have you thanked God for the gift of His only Son?  What about that baby in the manger?

Consider the gift that has been given to all; that it only requires reaching out and accepting it.  Notice I said, “reaching out.”  Be aware that such a step requires a conscious act, and it is one that changes everything.  It is an act, and by definition, an activity.  Our faith is not a passive lifestyle; it is active worship. And, that is because what God offers is a relationship, and relationships are not detours onto one-way streets.  Relationships require mutual giving and thus receiving, dialogue, accepting some things that may not be convenient … and most of all:  sacrifice.

Christ gave all.  He leads by example.  He accepted the fine, took the beating, and paid for His conviction with His life.  By that act He also redeemed each one who might believe.  What if someone gave you a blank check, and said that this would cover all of your needs if you only had the faith to walk to the bank and cash it?  Would you?  The same principle applies.

Do you have the faith in Him as Christ, Lord of your life, and the willingness of heart, to accept His gift of eternal life?  Is there anything better under your tree?  Here are some steps …

1.) Admit that you cannot save yourself

2.) Admit that you are a sinner … that you can’t “get it right.”

3.) Say in your own words (out loud) that God can save you through the sacrifice of His Son Jesus Christ on the cross.

4.) Do something about it: read the Bible, hang out with other followers, & pray.

5.) Don’t focus on being perfect.  Focus on being forgiven.

6.) Remember that the Bible is a love letter from God, not condemnation. 

7.) Remember that Jesus is your friend. 

