Are Christians really being persecuted?

I suppose it is the perfect time of the year to address this issue because it is a distinct area of contention, especially when faith appears to be in direct conflict with blatant commercialism.  But, in all honesty it is much more pervasive and occurs the other 364 days, as well.  Generally the process is much more subtle, and cloaked in political correctness or the “live and let live,” relative morality position we support in an effort not to offend.

What did Christ say about this, and what did Peter have to say, for that matter?  …

“If you don’t take up your cross and follow Me you aren’t worthy.”  

(Matthew 10:38) 

“Because of My name you will be hated.”  (Mark 13:13)

“Those who are not helping Me gather are scattering.” (Luke 11:23)
“To be punished for sin is expected, but it brings favor in God’s eyes to be punished for His sake.” (1 peter 2:20)

Note: Check the Scripture, as these are my paraphrases.

While it is unpleasant, and sacrifices are required, it is expected that we, as followers of the Way of Christ Jesus, will find certain persecution unavoidable.  That does not make it right, but it does take away the element of surprise.

Now … look at it from this perspective … what if relatives didn’t come right out and say that they disapproved of your choice of a mate, they simply behaved as though he or she didn’t exist.  It is a powerful tool evidenced by the subtle deterioration of relationships, values, and esteem.  It is as progressive as a cancer. It is also the kind of indifference that sends a clear message: what you have chosen has no intrinsic value … you and your choice have been “de-valued” and robbed of any worth.  Railing against your choice would at least suggest passion and concern. 

With that image in mind see what this author has to say about our current culture in passages extracted from an interesting op ed piece in World magazine by Joel Belz entitled “Practical Atheism: Denials of God can be so quiet that they are easy to miss.”  (December 8, 2007; pg 4; vol 22, # 45 regarding a Time article “What Makes Us Good/Evil,” December 3 issue 2007.) 

“For the truest and most effective proponents of godlessness are almost never those who are most blatant about their mission.  They are instead those who purport to pick up any topic at all—and then leave God out of that conversation.”

“But the author, you see, needs to elevate other species, even if he does so clumsily, in order to bring humans down to a level where moral judgment is nothing more than anatomy and chemistry.”

“In more than 3000 words, the broad topic of “religion” is never discussed.  There’s not a hint that anybody has ever talked about something called the “Fall.”  It’s breathtaking, in fact, that Time could take on a cover story like “What makes us Good/Evil?” and leave out so much that seems basic.” 

“It’s a way of thinking that has been picking up speed for a long time in our culture.  Our society, for the most part, decided long ago that it’s embarrassing and intrusive to try to drag God into a conversation about education or politics or entertainment or family or economics or art.”

Joel goes on to say that it is arrogant and disingenuous to talk about morality while leaving out what has historically been central to the discussion: God.  

1.) Do you feel persecuted as a Christ follower?  Why or why not?

2.) What are your feelings regarding the passages from the article?  Do they resonate with you?

3.) Do you remember the fleeting moment after 9/11 when an emotional ironworker was interviewed about the cross he found at “Ground Zero?”  

4.) Do you often refrain from mentioning your faith because of pressure to keep “politics and religion” out of conversations?

5.) How do you feel Satan figures in to the fueling of this “practical atheism?”

