Christian Ethics: doing what is right
While it may sound redundant, I think it is time to explore what is really meant by such a term.  First, it is not meant to be an oxymoron, and it should not be mutually exclusive.  I know that many will cry, “Foul,” or “Hypocrite,” but I do not think so.  It is the premise upon which such ethics are based that is most critical, not whether it is perfectly applied. Perfection is not possible in the skin we are in.

Christ likeness, or Godliness, is based upon an absolute and unchanging standard.  That is good news for those of us who feel pulled along by the riptide we call life.  There is a single lighthouse that will guide us around the sandbars and the rocks.

There are two major doctrinal areas that need to be addressed in this discussion.  The first is communion with God.  That is spelled out succinctly in 

Psalm 46:10   “Be still and know that I Am God.”  

The amplified version says, “Let be and be still, and know (recognize and understand) that I am God.”  (47B;pg 499)
This is intended to be a monogamous relationship, and a wholly devoted one.  The ethical doctrine is one of relational sanctity and holiness.  This is about being open to the Word of God, and the working of the Holy Spirit in our lives.  We shall have no other gods before Him. This sets the tone for all that we do, because it is the underpinning of all ethical behavior.  Implicit in the relationship is honesty.  God is honest and expects the same.  If we lie, we know and He knows. 

Secondly, is the recurrent theme of “loving,” in the Gospels of Matthew, Mark & Luke. This command (actually two commandments) is the fulfillment of all of the preceding Laws and Prophetic admonitions.  It is still, however, derived from the Torah; it is the Law. It is what Christ, as fulfillment of the Law, was pointing toward.  It is what we call agape love.  He was willing to die to prove it.  That is the most extreme ethical behavior  one can possibly muster: to die for what is right!  If Christ died for it, and you believe in His Way, then it must be the right behavior to emulate. It is the framework that underpins all that is Christ-like behavior, and is therefore perfected in Him.

When you see it or experience true love, you don’t have to be told.  You know instinctively what it is even if you cannot put a name to it.  It feels holy and you know that you have been blessed.  It is a peace and a stillness.

Matthew 22:37-40   And He replied to him, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and all you soul, and with all your mind (intellect).  This is the great and first commandment.  And the second is like it:  You shall love your neighbor as [you do] yourself.  These two commandments sum up and upon them depend all of the Law and the Prophets”  (see Deuteronomy 6:5 and Leviticus 19:18)  (47B;pg 873)

Mark 12:29-31   Jesus answered, “The first and principle one of the commandments is:  ‘Hear O Israel, the Lord our God is one Lord; And you shall love the Lord your God with your whole heart and with all your soul (your life) and with all your mind (with your faculty of thought and your moral understanding) and with all your strength.’  The second is like it and is this, ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’ There is no other commandment greater than these.”  (47B;pg 901-2)
Luke 10:26-27   Jesus said, “What is written in the Law?  How do you read it?”   And he replied, “You must love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength and with all your mind; and your neighbor as yourself.”  And Jesus said, “You have answered correctly; do this and you will live [enjoy active, blessed, endless life in the kingdom of God].”  (47B;pg 927)

In Luke, Christ goes on to answer the eternal question posed by this nameless lawyer, “Who is my neighbor?”  He responds with the parable of the “Good Samaritan.”  In essence, do what God commands; do what is right.  All are neighbors if the need is there.  It doesn’t mean that we fix a life, but that we attend to the need.  It’s about daily bread, not stockpiling.  In a later parable a farmer builds more storehouses for the grain he is hoarding, and dies before he can enjoy the benefits.
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a. A set of principles of right conduct.

It is not so complex.  Read God’s Word, talk to Him, and follow Jesus.

Oh, and by the way, there is not a separate set of ethics for places we find ourselves or organizations we serve.  There is still just one set of right behaviors.  If you attempt to distort ethics and make them relative to some factor, then you have “situation ethics,” which means in essence, “I can do what I please just as long as I can rationalize the means to a particular end.”  It is subjective and carries with it an agenda.  True Godly ethics operate irrespective of these factors.  Amen.

1.) What is the basis for your code of conduct (ethics)?
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