On Christ the solid rock I stand

Faith: (as defined by the Dictionary Concordance to the New American Bible) 

Old Testament: By faith man abdicates his self-sufficiency and his reliance on others outside God, he ceases to count on his own resources, and launches himself into the saving advances of God.

New Testament: It is a condition for salvation.  It is to believe that Jesus really came from God, whose Son He is.  While faith is a man’s free decision, it is at the same time God’s free gift.  Disbelief is freely separating oneself from the light which is Christ:  this carries with it its own sentence, but at the same time it is the genuine fruit of a perverse heart, on account of which man becomes morally incapable of belief.  (28B;pg 183-4)

Old and New Testament combined create a more comprehensive definition of what faith means, and how it has become full of promise. 

(Hebrews 11:6)  Now without faith it is impossible to please God, for the one who draws near to Him must believe that He exists and rewards those who seek Him.

(Hebrews 11:7)  By faith Noah, after being warned about what was not yet seen, in reverence built an ark to deliver his family. By this he condemned the world and became an heir of the righteousness that comes by faith.

(Hebrews 11:8)  By faith Abraham, when he was called, obeyed and went out to a place he was going to receive as an inheritance; he went out, not knowing where he was going.  (e-Sword, c. 2005 Rick Meyer)

In essence we are bound up in an act of faith when we respond to what we cannot see, and cannot know, but believe it to be real and true.

Note:  Belief is accepting something, while faith is about acting on that belief.

Salvation:  Being saved from original sin, so that we might be acceptable to God.  

Otherwise, we would be unclean and be unacceptable in the Father’s sight.  He cannot be in the company of sin as it offends Him in His perfection.  It is only through the gift of grace that we are saved and washed clean (white as snow) in the blood of the lamb … and then we are truly acceptable in God’s eyes.  If not for Christ’s sacrifice on the cross, God’s brilliance and perfection would surely kill us … literally consume us on the spot, and purify our sin in His cleansing fire.  

(John 3:15)  so that everyone who believes in Him will have eternal life.
(John 3:16)  "For God loved the world in this way: He gave His One and Only Son, so that everyone who believes in Him will not perish but have eternal life.
(John 3:17)  For God did not send His Son into the world that He might judge the world, but that the world might be saved through Him.
(John 3:18)  Anyone who believes in Him is not judged, but anyone who does not believe is already judged, because he has not believed in the name of the One and Only Son of God.  (e-Sword, c. 2005 Rick Meyer)
It is only through Christ that salvation occurs, and that is because of the gift of His corporeal body that He freely gave on Calvary.  We can only have this gift if we believe.  Belief is the act of embracing and then responding.  Belief is about action, not armchair theology.  To paraphrase Pastor Chuck W., “It’s not about religion, or rules, or churches.  It’s about a life dedicated to Jesus Christ, the only Son of the living God.”  

And, because we often do not feel like doing what is required of us, we must be certain that we are highly committed. Belief then becomes an act, not an emotion or an abstraction. 

From Rev. Sean’s glossary   (belief + grace = salvation)    

Faith:  Remembering God. (Thanks to Pastor Tara)  If you remember God, your responses to people, places & things will be forever altered.

Grace:  The act of giving something undeserved because of God’s unconditional love and mercy.  This is something we do not deserve and cannot earn.  In other words, Christ stood in for us and has paid our debt in full (thus the term redeemed).

Salvation:  To be rescued from the natural outcome of sin.  It is the gift of eternal life and blamelessness in God’s eyes offered in Christ’s sacrifice on the cross.  Saved means to be rescued from danger; to be taken away from certain harm.

God is glorified whenever the name of Jesus Christ is lifted up in praise.  If you truly believe, you will be a changed person, from the inside out, because it is not what is on the outside, but what is on the inside, that saves us or condemns us.  I suggest that if you truly accept the relationship that Christ offers each one of us, you will be changed.  And while we may fall back into old habits, and visit old places, we will not be the same people.  Amen.

Do you believe that Christ is who He says He is?  Why?

If someone gives you a gift, can it truly be returned?  Can salvation be cashed in at the service desk?  Is the act of giving reversible?

If you can believe in Jack the Ripper, and you have never seen him, why is belief in Christ so difficult?

What is your definition of belief?

Did you know that faith requires a relationship?  Did you know that this is what God really wants?

What is the only mortal sin?  (see Luke 12:10)

