By Grace we are saved

Or … by a free gift (one I did not earn or warrant) I have been snatched from the jaws of death (removed from judgement under the impossible requirement of the Mosaic Law).

As I sat drinking a cup of coffee on Sunday morning, I marveled at the first snowfall of the winter season.  It was so silent, peaceful and serene.  Snow, by its nature, blankets  hard naked concrete and black leafless trees  … it covers the bleak reality of winter like Christ’s blood covers a multitude of sin.  We are washed clean in the Lamb’s blood.

That’s a lot of theology to process over a cup of coffee.  Suffice it to say that grace is one of those gifts we just do not deserve.  We receive it from a loving God who wants for us what we often do not want for ourselves.  And our God loves us the way we are if we only choose to love Him … believe in Him.  It is the result of a relationship, not magic. 

G5485

χάρις
charis
khar'-ece
From G5463; graciousness (as gratifying), of manner or act (abstract or concrete; literal, figurative or spiritual; especially the divine influence upon the heart, and its reflection in the life; including gratitude): - acceptable, benefit, favour, gift, grace (-ious), joy liberality, pleasure, thank (-s, -worthy).

G5487

χαριτόω
charitoō
khar-ee-to'-o
From G5485; to grace, that is, indue with special honor: - make accepted, be highly favoured.

(both from Strong’s in e-Sword c. 2005 by Rick meyer)

G= Greek definition from the New Testament, H= Hebrew from the OT

From Strong’s Hebrew we note that God’s gift to us has not changed, however the nature of that gift has.  It is no longer conditional under the Law.  The gift of grace is freely available to all who believe in Christ as the only Son of the living God; and that He really did die for the sins of the whole world [past, present and future] on the cross

H2580

חן
chên
khane
From H2603; graciousness, that is, subjectively (kindness, favor) or objectively (beauty): - favour, grace (-ious), pleasant, precious, [well-] favoured.

It is interesting that when using the The English Standard translation (11B; pg 1285 concordance) we find the following …

Note: There are 49 references to use of the word grace in this translation. 

48 references in the New Testament beginning in John and forward in Luke’s Acts, Paul’s epistles and in the books of James and Peter.  No reference in Matthew, Mark or Luke. 

1 in the Old testament only in Psalm 45.

Note: There are 12 references to use of the work gracious.

10 references in the Old Testament.

2 references in the New Testament, 1 each in Colossians and 1 Peter.

The most well know of these blessings is Aaron’s blessing in Numbers 6:24-26. 


The LORD spoke to Moses:

"Tell Aaron and his sons how you are to bless the Israelites. Say to them:

The LORD bless you and protect you;

the LORD make His face shine on you, and be gracious to you;

the LORD look with favor on you and give you peace.
What do the following tell us about the nature of God, the nature of Christ, and the nature of grace?  Since John appears to be the first to use the term theologically, as the last living Disciple, let’s start with his Scripture.

(John 1:11)
He came to His own, and His own people did not receive Him.

(John 1:12)
But to all who did receive Him, He gave them the right to be children of God, to those who believe in His name,

(John 1:13)
who were born, not of blood, or of the will of the flesh, or of the will of man, but

of God.
(John 1:14)
The Word became flesh and took up residence among us. We observed His glory, the glory as the One and Only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth.
Christ is full of promise and favor for those who believe.  John had the most complete backward-looking perspective, having lived until the end of the 1st century.  See John 1:12 to discover what the gift of grace embodies.  John’s writing, while sequentially before Paul in the Bible, actually wrote chronologically after him … in the late 90’s A.D. 

(John 1:16)
Indeed, we have all received grace after grace from His fullness,

(John 1:17)
for although the law was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ.

Paul explains this theology as clearly as anyone.  However, John is more comprehensive and mystical in his scope.  He alone embraces the belief in transsubstantiation … the true and literal consumption of body and blood at the Eucharistic sacrament. 

(Romans 3:23)
For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.

(Romans 3:24)
They are justified freely by His grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus.

(Romans 3:25)
God presented Him as a propitiation through faith in His blood, to demonstrate His righteousness, because in His restraint God passed over the sins previously committed.

(Romans 3:26)
He presented Him to demonstrate His righteousness at the present time, so that He would be righteous and declare righteous the one who has faith in Jesus.

What does this tell us about grace?  It tells us that grace can only be had through belief in Jesus Christ, whereby He agrees to pay the ransom for our souls.  Grace is a blessing of the highest order, but is available to all.  

How has grace touched your life?  How do you define Grace?

Do you understand the blessing of favor under the Law (from Moses) and transition of that blessing of favor under grace (which  is through Jesus Christ)?

Grace which begets the gift of Redemption and Salvation comes only through Christ.  Being good or being religious will not do the trick … will not save!  Do you agree?

Do you think there is visible evidence of belief, and thus faith, grace & salvation … what is it?  

Grace =


a blessing


of favor








